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they fire ; there was a.grest light through |existence, if cramped in its energies. The grain

the and one man was bidly burned, but
be still lives. There seemed noend to this black
pipe, to the black figures, nor to the tunsvel, as
we rolled through the chilly and demp sir. It
was the blackness of darkness before, and the
same behind. Tbe seene was like that in 8 sick
dream, like s nightmare in which there is no re-
lief and no change. Unless s man’s duty lead
him be can have no business bere Had I not
wanted to describe the plsce I would not bave
dreamed of going d>wa. Oae can visit no other
place in the world where so suddenly he may be
cut off from humen help. Should they strike a
vein of quicksand, the waters rush in; imme-
diately they roar through the tunnel, they pass
beyond one, they rise in the land shaft, and be
will be seen no more. Some say that if one can
swim well be mey be saved. He will swim with
the sdvancing waters, and be will rise in the shaft;
but such will be the pressure of the water of the
lake, thet be will be propelled with the velocity
of a cannon ball, and he will be thrown out of
the shaft in a monstrous jet of water and foam.
Sbould he escape here, the chances are that be
would be torn to picces by striking against tbe
sides of tbe tunnel, or be flattened into a mass
against the sides of the shaft, or be rent asunder
in the whirlpool made by the reaction.

The cold, mightmare scene was unchanged ;
and still under the waves we rolled on. Aftera
long time the car went slower. A few words
were spoken, and we saw light ahead. We ap-
proached and found men in a chamber making
mortar. Everybody was busy. A mao brought
8 broken hoe tv one of the miners who came
with me ; it was his hoe. He swore. 1 never
was 80 shocked to hear an oath. I thought it
strange. And yet I was informed that not long
8go two men got fighting bere, and one killed
the other !

Here we left the car and went on foot. We
oould see men at work in the distance. This
was 3,300 feet from the shore. The water over-
bead shoals, and is only 35 feet deep. Then we
reached the epot where the masons were laying
bricks. We had to pass a mortar car, and it so
fil'ed the space it was difficult to get by. My
conductor still led me on. I told him I did not
care about going further. Yes, I must see the
whole of it, since I bad come so far. We passed
by the side of s pile of dirt 15 or 20 feet long,
and came to where men were picking dirt and
shoveling in the bard blue clay. I remember
taking up & lump. It was' damp but solid. 1
could not bave seen much plse, but my recollec-
tion is not distinet. I know I talked a little. 1
bade them good-bye, and remarked, what I then
beppened to think, that God would prosper the
work because they were engaged in getting pure
water.

Then we went back by the masons and those
making mortar, and again I was on the car. 1
was glad toreturn. 1 was glad no accident hap-
pened. At last we reached the shaft, the eleva-
tor was ready, [ stepped in it, and again was iv
the world. Mr. Rose was waiting for me in the
office, and said 1 had been down only about an
bour. It seemed to me a century.

Lines
Suggested by the late great deliverance of the
town of Liverpool frem fire.
Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee-—Isaiah
xliii. 2.

It was an hour of gloom, and deepest dread—
Dark rose the smoke, a giant grim and gray,

While o'er our heads a dusky mantle spread,
And on our hearts a heavy shadow lay.

And lurid fires lit up the darkening sky,
And wilder winds rushed by on pinions strong,

And as a conqueror comes with banners high,
Death and destruction madly stalked along.

Brave hands did battle for their homes so dear,
Brave hearts unflinching met the furious foe,

Bat faint hope trembled in the grasp of fear,
And lips grew white amid the fiery glow.

Up to the skies, shrouded, and stained, and red,
Looked the dim eye of hope in vain, in vain !
Up to the Heaven, above the darkness dread,
Rose faith’s strong prayer to thee, O God, for
rain.

And then the answeriug drops, swift-wing'd
and free,
Came down to hush the tumult and alarm,
As when the boisterous waves of Galilee,
At the Master’s voice grew strangely calm.

‘Well might a rescued people meet and pray
In lowly reverence and solemn fear ;

‘Well might the praise ot that Thanksgiving day,
Go up in choral aathems, loud and clear!

As Israel’s host on every side beset,
Unbarmed passed over the Egyptian sea ;

As Miriam’s timbrel, through the ages yet,
Trills the loud song of praise and victory ;

80 through the stormy waves of doubt and fear,
Led by the same strong hand, we, wondering
came,
80 would we raise our song of triumph here,
And glorify our great Deliverer’s name.

And the rich mercy of that Sabbath day,
Like some fair beacon in our hearts shall
stand,
A quenchless light to gladden all the way,
That leads us onward to the Promised Land.
M. B. 8.

Liverpool, Sept. 26th, 1865,
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Christian Missions.

At this season of the year, on most of the
Circuits of our Connexion, the Aonual Mission-
ary Moetings are beld, and the attention of our
poople called, with directness and earnestness,
to the great Missionary subject. This theme, we
are bappy to say, is one with which our readers
bave been made familiar ; as the Pulpit, the
Platform and the Press, bas each done its part
well in affording Missionary intel.igence, snd in
presenting, with all faithfulness, the obligations
of the Church in the dissemination of Gospe!
truth.

Bat few persons can now be found in christian
society disposed to question the right and duty
of christian people 10 employ the means at their
command for the christianization of our race.
That the religion of the Cross is essentially Mis-
sionary, will be most readily admitted. To dis-
ciple all nations is & duty imperatively c-mmitted
to the Church ; and the promise, *‘ Lo, 1 em
with you alway, evsn unto the end of tic world,”
is ot opce an encouisgement to the discharpe .

of mustard seed, if planted will grow. .
ven in the meal will spread, till the whole is

and so in the experier.ce of every true christian
is given an epitome of the Missionary enterprize
What is the kind of religious sction best fitted
to promote individual and collective piety 7 We
answer, that which will best comport with our
character as followers of the Lord Jesus ; that
which is in sgreement with His will and com-
mands as our Divine Head ; that which will

ing out of the principles of our spiritual life ;
and that which will most largely sympathize with
the benign and sublime purposes of our Redeem-
ing Lord,—purposes which He cherished amid
the agonies of the Cross, and which then sus-
tained and gave Him joy. What was the joy
then set before Him ? Not merely the joy of
beavenly blise, the joy of receiving the worship
of the heavenly hosts, the joy of re-entering the
glory which He had with the Father before the
world was ; but also, and especially, the joy of
redemption achieved, and its unspeakably great
results. In this He saw the fruit of His passior,
the reward of all His pains and woes, in the
salvation of myrisds of our lost race. He saw
then the travaii of His soul, and was satisfied.
His triumphant exclamation, “ It is finished,”
involved the prospect of a regeneratell world ;
and with this prospect, as our risen and ascended
Lord, He assumed the mediatorial throne,
“ from thenceforth expecting, till His enemies be
made His footstool.” But why * expecting ?”
Because the world belongs to Cbrist. It is His by
creation ; it is His by Providentisl government ;
especially does it belong to Him by covenant
love and purchase.

“ We see not yet all things put under Him.”
But Satan, the usurper, the god of this world,
shall be cast down. When the seventy disciples
returned to Jesus, and expressed their surprise
that even the devils were subject to them through
His name, Jesus replied, “ | bebheld Satan fall
as lightuing from heaven,” and it is said, He
rejoiced in spirit. He saw even then complete
triumph ; and that triumph His church will see.
He 1s now going forth in glorious war, and they
that are with Him are called, and chosen and
faithful. The victories of the Cross already at.
tained are sure pledges of final triumph. * The
gods that have not made the heavens and the
earth, shall even perish from the earth, and from
under these heavens.” * The earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

Come then, thou Prince of the Kings of the earth,
And added to thy many crowns,
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth,
Thou who alone art worthy

"T'was thine by ancient covenant,
And thou hast made it thine by purchase since,
And overpaid its vaiue by 'hy blood

Mount Allison Institutions.
DEar MR. EpiToR,—You have occasionally
published the opiuion of visitors to our College
and Academy which have fully and intelligently
after observation endorsed the judgment of the
Conference, that there is no Educational Iasti-
rution in Eastern British America, superior to
that of Mount Allison.

It is my pleasure to be able to confirm that
opinion by the testimony of one of the students,
who speaks from recent experience. He did not
write with the remotest thought of publicaton.
Hie letter to me was on other business, and he
1s not a party to the publishing of what follows.
But it appears 1o me due to all the perzons, and
interests eoncerned that the following extracts
should be presented to your readers,especially to
thore who may have a natural interest in any of
the youth at the Institutions in Sackville, and to
them who may yet be hesitating to which of the
Academic or Collegiate fouudations in these Co-
lonies they will repair for the advancement and
completion of their studies.
My friend writes to me from

* WesLEY COLLEGE,

Sackville, Oct. 19, 1865 "

“As I am now settled in my regular routine of
college life ; have formed my opinion concerning
it, and can give you some idea of how I may like
to remaip here next year, [ attempt to write you
a few lines. I may say in the first place that ]
am much pleased with the government of the In-
stitution in nearly all respects. There may be
one or two trifling things which 1 would like to
see different, yet on the whole | have no fault
to find. . . . Having such a company of breth-
ren with me here, we manage to get along very
comfortably together. I may say for them, that
when I came as a stranger smong them, they
treated me as though I had been acquainted with
them all my life. I believe they are men who
will endeavor to do their part, in the great work
to which they are cailed, and will be successfu..
“ ] am very much pleased with Sackville, and
also the people, that is with those with whom 1
have become acquainted. . . . I may say that 1
like all the teachers well, especially the Doctors.
We have many spiritual privileges which 1
thought we would be deprived of. Our class and
prayer meetings are very often times of refreshs-
ing from the presence of the Lord. 1fI donot
leave here a more intelligent and a better man,
my condemnation will be great. . . . Iam daily
convinced that it is God's will that I should be
here, and according to my present feelings, it
will be my duty to remain another year.
“ | am now studying Moral Philosphy, Latin,
Ralston’s Theology, Kurtz’s Sacred History,
Ripley’s S8acred Rhetoric, &c., besides the usual
course of writing essays, and declamation alter
nately. I 1ake a good degree of exer-
cise and do not suffer from studying over much.
My health, thank God,is excellent since I came,
ll;d I hope my beavenly Father will continue
this inestimable blessing to me.”
Earnestly praying, and confidently expecting
that Mount Allison Institutions will long con-

able blessing to multitudes.” I remain,
Very truly yours,
E. BOTTERELL.
Halifaz, Oct., 1863.

—

The Pulpit.

FAITH AND WORKS.

men in apperent if not in real bostility.

word is bowever coavi: o
respondence with the general plan of the G..-jel

hath joined. What then is faith ?
are acceptable and meritorious works ?
{mo * Cieinct definition of faith to be found i

tinue to flourish, and be fountains of imperish-

These two vital doctrines of Churistianity, have
had in every age of the Church such a dis:inctive
prominence as to have enlisted ardent advocates
of each, whose enthusiasm has set them before
The
prayerful and intelligent students of the Divine
1 of their perfect ecr-

dispencation, and refuses to dissever what God
What are
The

| The principal effect of prayer says one, is to

The lea- | prostrate tae soul in humility and penitence be-

fore God. When the soul bas attained this

leavened. * The love of Christ constraineth us;” | state of submission sud preparation, God re-

moves the veil of ign« rance and biindness, and
reveals to it His purp: zes cotcernirg that indi-
From this + ‘w of prayer, we must
) prayer in nowise pro-
i the mind of the Al-
itelligent notion of His
b an idea. . It is incon-
tes of prescience. We

| vidual.
couclude that answers
| cure a present change
| mighty. Indeed, any
| perfection preciudes »
| sistent with His attril

| litions of which, at any ;;iven time He is ignorant.
He knows the end fror: the beginning, and is
alike cognizant of buman conduct which excites

His displeasure, as if ibat which merits His ap-
iprobnlion. The change of the MDivine deport-
| ment towards man is somewhat like the motions
of the heavenly orbs ; it is apparent.
This appears to be the sequence of the expe-
rience of the soul. Prayer produces humilis-
tuon and preparation for the exercise of faith.
The desire to pray has been produced by either
the particular or general operation of the Holy
Ghost. W hen the soul is chastened, light beams
thereupon, and the whole gospel plan being re-
vea'ed, the individual will is suff-red to choose
life or death, without coercion or repression. At
this point, frusf comes into exercise, when the
soul seeing no foundation for hope except in
Christ, reposes upon His atonement as a full sa-
tisfaction for past guilt. Succeeding this volun-
tary act of the sinner, the Holy Ghost returns
anJ assures him of the Divine forgivencss and
installation into the privileges of a child of God.
It appears consistent with Christian doctrine,
that concerning works, the act of trust,—the de-
cision of the will is meritorious ; and this first
working out our salvation is followed by those
acts of Christian piety which are commanded
and commended in the Scriptures. Let us not
then suffer discouragement and unnecessary
servitude by mistaken views concerning the doc-
trind of works. Works which precede conver-
sion, or works which are thought to be condu-
cive to sanctification or works of supererogation,
are not thus approved by the voice of Revelation ;
but the first act of the will in the process of con-
version, and those works of piety which succeed
conversion are meritorious in the sight of God,
and will not fail to be acknowledged in the day
of retribution and reward. Choose salvation,
then, doubting penitent. Go forward, Christian
believer in thy pious and self-denying labours
for all thy race, and remember most of all,
that whosoever giveth but a cup of cold water to
ont of the suffering ones who believe in Christ, he
shall in nowise lose his reward !

ARMINIUS,

Halifaz, Oct. 15th, 1865.

[We doubt not the orthodoxy of our esteem-
ed correspondent ; yet we cannot endorse what
is above stated in regard to the faith and works
of the believer being *‘ meritorious,” in the
sense in which that term is usually employed
Methodist Arminianism, as we urderstand it,
teaches no such doctrine.—ED. P. W,

.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Balaam, and the Wise Men from
the East.

My DEar CousiN,—You ask me to give you
my opinion about Balaam, ani the “ Wise Men
from the East” who came to Jerusalem to wor-
thip our Saviour. In complying with your re-
quest, allow me just to say that it is my opinion
founded on what I have read and heard at vari-
ous times, and in various places. Like yourself,
I have often been dissatisfied with the way in
which I have heard poor Balaam spoken of, and
very seldom satisfied with the character given to
the “ Wise Men.” It is very likely that you will
not be satisfied with my opinion about either.
Had I a number of Commentaries and other
Books, and time to refer to them, as some of our
Divines have, perhaps I might have a more fav-
ourable, and therefore more correct opinion of
both parties, than I now have. Perhaps it might
be less favourable, and therefore more correct
than it is now. You must judge for yourself.
Some one has said, I think, that in all proba-
bility, Balaam was a descendant of Shem, and
that he possessed many just ideas of the true
God. There is not much information in that
statement you will say. Somebody else has said,
(see Deut. xxiii, 4,) that “ Balaam was the son of
Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia.” Peter says
he was the son of Bosor, (2 Peter ii, 5.) But
as Peter was sometimes at fault, we mneed not
question the correctness of the former author
until after Bishop Colenso has satisfied the Chris-
tian world that Moses did not write the Book of
Deuteronomy. In Joshua xiii, 22, it is said, as
I understand it, that Beor, or Bosor, was a
soothsayer, or diviner. I must leave to others
to shew that this appellation must necessarily be
understood in an evil sense. To my mind itin-
dicates that Balaam’s father was a man accus-
tomed to search out things for himself, and there-
fore that Balaam was early trained to habits of
thought, and understood more than many his
equals in other respects from this circumstance.
At all events I cannot help thiaking that as Ba-
laam is brought before us in the Bible, he wasa
man possessed of more than “many just ideas
of God.” I am inclined to regard him as“a
man of tod,” although I cannot connect him
with the children of Israel, by any genealogical
data. If it should appear that I am in error,
it will be a pain and griet to me.

I base my favourable opinion of the man's
religious knowledge and piety, on certain pass-
ages in the Old and New Testament. That he
was a man whose favour was desirable, and
whose displeasure or curse was to be dreaded,
may be gathered from the fact that Balak sent
to him at such a time, and for such a purpose.
How could Balak understand, as he says he did,
that whom Balaam blessed was blessed, and
whom he cursed was cursed, if he had not been
noted for wisdom, benevolence, or some other
attribute calculated to make an impression fav-
ourable to him. But take Balaam’s own state-
ment as recorded in Deut. xxii, 8, when he said
to Balak’s messengers, “ Lodge here this night,
and I will bring you word again, as the Lord
shall speak unto me.” If you consider this state-
ment calmly and impartially, you will, I think,
find it wonderfully suggestive of the most ad-
mirable and favourable considerations of Ba-
laam’s character and piety. I see in it a pur-
pose to submit the merits of this whole question
to the lLord ; and a further purpose to abide by
the Lord’s decision in the matter. And this, to
my mind, argues that he must kave been in the
habit of so acting, aud therefore he must have
had considerable knowledge of (iod, and inter-
course with God.

|

He did not, as many persons
do in our day, who perhaps think themsel es

"|far more judicious than ever Balaam was, de-
J y

Balaam's manner, in thus appealing to the Lord
in this particular matter. “As the Lord shall
speak unto me.” It this was the first time he
sought to decide a case in this way, how was he
to know that the Lord would speak unto him at
all!

to abide by what the Lord might say. except on

And how can we account for his purpose

| the admission that he had been prv\n-mly accus-
| tomed to bring matters before the Lord in pray-

er, and to submit himself unto the will of God ¢
| Then we find that G>d came unto Balaam, in-
| terrogated him, and instructed him, and that

most effectually tend to the Education, or draw- | cannot suppose that G d is subject/to future vo- | Balaam acted accordingly. The natural sim-

! plicity of the narrative is very striking. Then
again we find Balaam saying, Deut. xxii, 18—
“ It Balak would give me his house full of silver
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the
Lord my God, to do less or more.

On the sup

for the imperative restriction—* I cannot go be- ‘
yond the word of the Lord my God.” Had Ba
laam so remained, it is anlikely that any would |
have questioned the righteousness of the man's
character, or his knowledge of the one living |
and true God. The passages in the New Testa-
ment which some think prove him to have been
a bad man, as fully prove, I think, that he had
been a good man. Peter in his 2u0d Epis, ii, 15
—speaks of some who had forsaken the right
way, and gone astray, * following the wax of
Balaam wholoved the wages of unrighteousness.”
Then he says he was rebuked for his thiqudy :
the dumb ass speaking with the voice of man
forbade the madness of the prophet. llere you
see Peter speaks of Balaam as a Prophet: as
rebuked for his inijuity, which iniquity was an
act of madness; and that others in forsaking the
right way, followed the way ot Balaam, or went
astray like him. I infer therefore that Balaam
must have been in the right way, or he could
not have left it, and his having done so, il he
never was in it, could not be spoken of as an
iniquity and an act of madness on the part of
a prophet.  Just admit that he was a prophet
of the Lord, and the melancholy statement of
Peter is explained at once.  Jude also—xi verse
— #peaks of’ some who * ran greedily after the
crror of Balaam for reward ™ It was an error,
an egregious error in Balaam to do so,admitting
that he was a prophet of the Lord. But it he
was not su-h, what made it an error in him to
doso? And why do Peter and Jude illustrate
the transgressions aid execrable proceedinegs of
others by reference to the case of Baliam 7
Why did they not take such a case as that of
David or Judas for their purpose, bat that they
had a more striking and lamentable illustration
in Balaam 7

Theré is no concealing the fact that Balaam
was too anxious to secure Balak's offer. He
sought permission from the Lord to do so by
cursing the children of Israel. In Joshua xxiv,
10, the Lord says, “ But I would not hearken
to Balaam ; therefore he blessed you still.” This
shews that Balaam would have cursed them for
reward. The Lord knew he was willing to do
30, and wished to do o, it he did not even say
so. Poor Balaam, like Judas and others of
whom the apostle speaks in 1 Tim. vi, ix, x, had
a tempting pecuniary reward pressed upon. him
tor a certain service. The love ot money got the
better of him, and he * fell into temptation and
a snare,” and for the sake of money Lud a snare
into which many others fell, whose relizions
Balaam

was a man of like passions with maay professing

relation to God no one will question,

christians ol the present day, and 1 am not (quite
certain, my dear cousin, if' you or I had u simi-
lar offer made us, for a similar serviee, whether
we would act with more consistency.  Dear in
mind that the Israclites d d not belong 1o the
same church as Ralaam.  There is another idea
which presses iselt upon me in favor of Ba
laam’s true prophetic character, and that i~ the
use which God made of him. Just real over

the book
of Numbers, and say is it possible that God

carefully the 23rd and 24th chips. of

would ever make such use ot a heathen, of an

Did ever
human being utter such lotiy sen‘iments, such

enchanter, or evil disposed person ?

sublime predictions, such holy aspirations, such
divine truths, who was not, so to <peak, possessed
of God himselt?  Can you in all the Bible find
any two chapters which so clearly and fully force
home upon your convictions the words of the
apostle, * Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy (ihost,” as these two chapters
do. Oh, that Balaam had remembered after
dismissing the first messengers, what he after
wards uttered for the
* God is not a man that he should lie; neither
the son of man that he should 1epent.” Num.
xxiii, 19.
the egregious error of secking unto the Lord a

information of others,

He would not then have comumitted

second time for an answer destructive of that

which he received at first.

1 have also been often pained, and sometime-

made to wish tor a better exposition of the 2nd

chap. of Matthew, when hearing about Cliristmas ‘
times. The Wise Men from the East, spoken ot

as a set of magicians, or astrologers, who had no

knowledge of God or of true religion, and who

were, in fact, little better in the estimation of

some, than so many * spirit rappers,” or ** IHin-

dog jugglers.”  But no one could tell how it was
that thc_v understood the indication ot the Star,
or why it was they were induced to follow if all
the way to Jerusalem. It was my good fortune
on one occasion, to hear from a minister who
had been a Missionary in the * Holy Land ™ fin
many years, (and who alio seemed to be as famili-
are with certain parts of Mesopotamia, as vou
and I are with our native ;_"wlh.) a .~;|l|~1..~'!u.'_\
exposition of the 2nd of Matthew. According

to him, Balaam formed a very important link in

the chain, and Balaam's prophecy —Num. xxiv,

17, “ I shall see him, but not now ; Ishall behold

him, but not nigh: there shall come a star out

of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israc 1]
&c.,” was made the Ley to the exposition of that

chapter. It is ten or eleven years since | heard
the exposition, and as Igive it trom mennry, vou
The
minister represented Balaawm not only a: a Pro-
phﬂ, but as the tea her of & class or school of

will not understand it as verbally correct :

Prophets in Mesopotamia.  Atier uttering the

propbecy in Num. xxiv, 15—19 he went howe
possessed of the magnitude and grandeur of the
prediction, and communicated it verbally or
otherwise to his class or school. It lm;mno’» the
sum of their relizious hopes and expectations,
It fed and animated their devotions. It was
handed down from generation to generation of
this schoo. for over fourteen hundred years, each
generation more fondly cherishing the hope of
realizing the fulfilment of the prediction, and
seeing in an Incarnate Saviour, the promised
Messiah.  Hence when the Star appearcd in
the East this class of Siudents understood all
They had been lon

about it. o anxiously wait-

v as it had the cle bringing vou Jesus ?
be say, “ The Lord my God.” How account | has it had the c¢ilect ot bringing you to Jes

| cannot

« We have seen his star, and
And these are the

where he was.
are ccme to uwv«/,v,-, him.” L
men whom we are told had no religion. and their
Master Balaam had no true religion. Bebold
them as they fall down and worship him, and
present m:h.» him = gitts ; gold, frankincense and
mvrrh.”  What joy could surpass theirs as they
~.\-w the Star, their celestial guide, stand over
where the voung child was ?  What adoration
could u;*m.'l theirs as they fell down after their
long iv»u‘rhv_\ before the * Infant of days.” Has
the l-lwd--u:n r ever received equal homage from
| anv of his creatures since then ? The Minister
re x-n.xrk\wl that these men had but one prophecy re-
lating to Christ for over fourteen hundred years
to unvwlim:v upon, and i was the means of bring-
ing them eventually to Jesus.  He then in a very

impressive manner said to his hearers,—You

position that Balaam was a heathen, how could | have the voluine of inspiration fcr daily perusal

Now if veu don't like this prosy letter and

accept my views aof the character of
Balaam, I hope it will be because you can fur-
ible character of

nish a more reliable and favor
I

the frail man. shiall be glad to receive any

. . ) : ;
information you can supply. Meanwhile believe
me in christian love,

Your sincere cousin,

ExrosiTor.

— ¢ wom »

How may our Older Children bs
Retained in the Suaday School.

EY FROFESSOR E. AKNOLD.

classification, traini

inside glories of a well-managed Sunday school |
—are, after all, its wain attractions,

An item of the first importance is skilful clas-

Quite young children, and older, |

every student.
but backward children, shouid be carefully ci-
vided between the

infant ciasses and the cate- |

chistic classes.  All such as by proper stimulants
are found unable to commit and recite the regu-
lar lesson of the school, should be kept in these
smaller classes, obtaining information by more
simple and easy lessons, until able to graduate
10 a higher department.

All who prove able to Jearn and recite readily |
about ten verses per wer k, should be nnax.gzdi’
in the rceiting classes up to about fourteen or
fifteen years of sge, sud those above, in Bible
Clasaes.

Those reciting, and Bible classes (espe-
cially Bible classes), should include both sexes,
18 in @ well-manuged, orderly school their influ-
ence is decidecly favorable in mutuelly restrain-
ing bad, aud ercouraging good tendeucies, and
promoling punctuality, studiousness and cour-
teey.  And moreover, classification by age works
well, as a nine and a twelve reciting class, or a
fitteen, a seventeen, or a nineteet Bible class, as
be age may be.

These Bible and reciting classes constitute the
5ody of the school, and are all employed upon
the same Bible lesson, usually about ten verses,
yut varying somewhat according to the subject
—say from ten to twelve. It is carefully memo-
tiz=d and recited by the reciting classex, after
which the teacher propounds bri.f questions
upon it ; of course these classes must be small,
usually occupying but one ordinary seat each, or
if the house be large, and teachers scarce, about
four lads upon ene veat, and four girls upon ano-
her.  In euch Bivle class, the lesson, instead of
being recited, 18 critically resd, and then cle sely
iavestigated by teacher und students, Hence
these classes may be much larger in nambers,
occupying three or four seats, or what iy Letter,
a large rquare pew, or a triacgle, furmed by
‘oese Jong seats, the teacher vsing a chair.

After wbout hall an hour spent thus by these

wiees, & fpace of filteen to twenty minutes
should be occupied in a general review of the

#4207, tu bring out and harmonize the wisdcm

f the hou'. This should be led by scme well
quaifizd person—tlie pastor, if possible, or some
ottier person notifi-d days belore, as much of
the interest aud ife of the scnool depends upon
this review. Critical discrimination, much va-
riety and tuct, should distinguish it, holding
every eye, every var, every heart, with lintense
iuterest, sud impressing the gist of the lesson
ipon every heart and conscience.

A preparatory meeting of an hour or more
eich week, should be held by all the board of
msiruction, for the critical exigesis of the lesson
for the ensuing school, that no teacher muy ap-
pear before his or her class uninformed.

In every large society there should be held,
on Sabbath atternoon, say about five o'clock, a
Sunday echool class-meeting, combiniog the ad-
vantages of both the ordinary class-meeting and
the irquiry meeting of revival times. The offi
ersend teachers, or a goodly. portion of them,
are there. The pious, the penitent, and many
f the merely thoughtful of the :tudents are
here, and whenever practicable, the pastor is
there. Sunday echool singing, and one or more
prayers for the righteous interests of the school,
begin the meeting ; when, if lsrge, the classes
retire to their respeciive class-rooms. The class
eXercises keep up the tiue Sunday-echool wpirit,
and directly tend to lead the thoughtlees to peni-
tenice and to szlvation, and the who.e to Chris-
tan actjvity,

Special ¢ ire istsken to win Sunday schon! sfu-
ents to these weetings, and make 1t em feel at
some there, and prize the impressiorg they there
ecsive, In short, these class-meetings bring

ut the very quintessence of Sunday school in-
fluence, and disul it gently upon the very noul of

Lie student,

. . . . .

Why should we let our children stray from
the Sunday school for want of due liberality, dili-
gerce and skill in retaining them ?
theygo? Alas ! alas! I need not answer ; you
wave let them out for the devil, and he uses dili-
zently his faculties.

Where wili

Is it not more philosophical—I had a!most
~aid more natural—to lead ibem through th.
iegitimate i fluences of the attractive Sunday
«chool and Suaduy class and school prayer meet-
ing, right on to Jesus' srms and well sustained
membersiip ia the Church of his love ? O for
1 deep, intelligent care for the ¢ lambs’ of our
beloved Zion !— Northern Advoeate.

———

Dr. Francis Wayland.,
BY REV. ABLL STEVENS, D D,

The loss of such a man as Frarncis Wayland
is a national calamwity, He was one of the few
really great men, of not ovaly the Charch but of
tbe republic ; aud though he had nearly passed
itreugh the allotted term of human life, and
had done his work, and done it preeminently
well, yet the continued personal presence of such

* man among the liviog is a blessing, by the con-

[or readers, his discussions of the profoundest
|

The internal urrangement and management, |
¢ of teachers, method utl
studying and ilustratin g truth, &c., &c.—these |
| reach of their rich veins
}Ihe manuals of American students in * Moral

o N ; Science,”
sification ; 80 as to fiad an appropriate place for |

[ twesn twenty-five and thirty years old when they

though possesing little or§ no wit himself. In
his religious cflices he was gravely dignified, and
marked by a true christian bumility. Asa c -
legiate ruler lie was stern but his pupils revere d
nim 8o much that lffl‘v\ soon came L0 reverence
the laws of discipline of which he was the ad-
ministrator. It may be doubted whether an
American college has ever bad a more success-
ful president.

His intellect was profound, subtle, and yet as
remarkable for its lucidity and practicality.

P. litical economy is confessedly a science of

problems ; and it was much more problematical
when Le wrote upon it than it is st present; for,
excepting the physical sciences, it has been the
most progressive department of knowledge in
sur generation. But be remarks, in his intro-
Juction to his text book on this science, that he
was surprised, in his investigations, by the sim-
plicity of its principles.—It was the light o'f his
own clear, logical intellect that gave perspicuity
to its complicated subjects.

He possessed in a remarkable degree that
highest local powrr by which an obscure pricei-
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| p 4 ask jy (
¢xhibiied. With him this philosophic logic had | ate use of liquors lead gope 'ﬁ.\

suljocts seemed always without difficulty, with-
out !abor, |

Y-t he was a herculean laborer. He dug out
the mires of his favorite studies to the farthest
His works have been

+ Political Economy,” and * Intellec-
tual Philosophy” While a pastorin Boston, he
yreached and published a sermon on “The Moral
Dignity of the Missionary Eaterprise,” and three
discourses on * The Duties of the American Citi-
zen.” They show more of the imagination, the
poetical qualities of his ycuth—for he was be-
were delivered. Chastened beauty manly
thought, high argument, in a word, sterling
clcquence, characterize them throughout. They
wmaide his reputstion at once. The missionary
sermon is one of the very best examples of pul-
pit literature in our language. A volume of
such discourses would have given him rank for-
ever by the side of Robert Hall, Bossuet, and
Massillon. It treats of the “dignity” of the
miseionary cause, but its dignity becomes its sub-
limity in these unrivalled pages.

The moral character of this truly great man
was the crown of his greatness. The practicality
of his intellect characterized his moral life.
Ihough evangelically othodox, his extremely
practical view of Christianity rendered him al-
most ex'remely liberal. A working religion was
his ideal of Caristianity. Dogmatics must give
precedence to ethics ; the docfrinaire must stand
behind the *“ doer of the word,” the evangelist,
the missionary, the christian educator, the chris-
uzn pbilanthropist, the christian statesmen,
Many of us remember the bold, practical, evan-
gelical liberalism of his famous Rochester ser-
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mon. 1t was a resounding tocsin, summoning
American Christianity from its fields of specu-
laticn, polemics, and formalism, to its more legi-
timate fields of evangelica lwork—work on the
highways, on the frontiers, in the suburban abye-
ses of vice and poverty. It was throughout a
demonstrative plea for practical Methodism.
Wesley, Coke, and Asbury would have shouted
had they been in the audience of that discourse.
8t Paul would have shouted there, and Christ
huve given his benediction to the preacher.
Waylaud loved Methodism—practical Method-
ism, at least.  QOune of the best eulogies upon it
in the Centenary of 1839 was pronounced by him
in the Power-street Methodist church of Provi-
dence. Religious sentiment, without, however,
a tinge of religious sentimentalism, was deep
and pervasive in his whole nature; and it was
the secret of his practical, working piety. Hu.
mility, charity, zeal, made it necessary that he
should work. himself, for the satisfaction of his
own moral nature; and, workiog himself, he
came to tee that the demonstration and power of
Christianity is in its work—that the spirit works
in us to * will and to do.”"— Methodist.

o

Moderate Drinking among Chris-
tians.
BY THE REV. R. A. FYFE, DD,

Another reason why the common use of intox-
lcating liquors smong ‘professors of religion
should be given up, is because A8 CHRISTIANS,
they are, almost without exception, lowered in
the estimation of others by the babit. It may
be that they lose nothing as ‘ good fellows’ by
taking a glase. Nay, they may, in the estima-
tion of some, gain their reputation as social, good
natured companions ; but as Christians sink even
in the secret opinion of those who are disposed
to detend mod- rare drinking.—No christian man
—especially no winister—can therefore use |i-
qaors withoul experiencing serious joss. He
toses a certain amount of religious iufluence or
power ; in other worde a certain amount of Lis
means of usefuliiess. It may be said that on this
puint the tone of society is artificial and wrong,
tithas been created by extreme temper-
wee men. I think 1 might safeiy question the
orreciness of this opinion. It is not often the
tase that the tone of society is too bigh on mo-
ral avd religious questions ; the reverse is almost
without exception the case. But my present ob-
Jectis mainly to state facts. The many, what-
zver may be their professions, do feel that it is
inconsistent for a professed follower of Christ to
use intexicating liquors.

and 'ha

Let a prominent mem-
ber of the church—a deacon or a minister—go
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pect anything like this.!

aot consist werely in taking the liquor in the
1 it is felt 10 be perfecily right and
proper 1o teke it in private, why not in the bar
room ? The truth is, all men know that ardent
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)af room.
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