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Belated through pressure of space, we publish

A;‘_EPIIC)_RIA_I':' Prospective Profits from Tree

Where Nature does the most for a country, M in
ntry é

oiten doul dile: lrnst two latters on the question of the farmer’s wood

lot, one from J. 1. Burns, of Perth County, in

Western Ontario, and one from Clark Hamilton

\ plantation ol well-selected apples, properly in the Iast On one point they agree with uul
cared for, may be appropriately described  as  a \iz that nany ecctions nnamh-d f\‘yr <|J|V‘|\H‘l‘>l.l
sort ol endowment insurance policy ” should never have been cleared, but should havi
had the mature growth removed trom time to

The Missouri Pacitie Ruilway sonds out over its time, and that reforestation of such areas should
o be promptl yegu
lines w12 ho-p. motor car equipped with 3 weed i PEE R

cutting attachment calculated to abate in some We concede with them, further, that in com
weasure the pests their trains let loose upon the munities where some of the farms are rough, while

country others are wholly suitable for tillage, the ain

il not the total forested area should be on the

v SR AT ; rougher farms Suc SLT )
Railways are professedly anxious to promote Lrin uch distribution of the wood
land would serve the communal interest quite as

the prosperity oi farmers living in their territory
s well as or better than if the woodland were di

m order to develop more and better bhusiness for
vided among all the holdings, and would be true

themselves, hut their methods do not alwayvs keep
economy On this ground, mainly, we advocated

| pace with their intentions
| the exemption of farm woodlands from taxation
and a half-way optional measure to secure this is

) ) _
In the P'rovince of Ontario the Government, 1n DOW on the Ontario statutes.,

" wisdom, provides well-qualified county repre But take the case of the average conununity

sentatives to condnct agricultural classes in the where it is good land under tree growth or none

high schools, but maintains a school system ad at all, and here, we unhesitatingly assert, a broad

mirably designed to conduct them in other direc survev of the whole question will indicate the ad

ton: visability of each farmer leaving a percentage of

; his land in wood-lot. In this connection Mr
Hamilton raises a very pertinent question as 10

It is scarcely too much to sayv that the organi
at on of five co-operative egg cireles in Peterbon whether it is better to attempt to restore a thin
ongh Countyv. last weck, marks an epoch in the "¢ out wood-lot of poor kinds of timber, occupy
Canadian poultry industry Read the account in  1NE rich soil, or to clear this land and plant select
our last issue I'he mosement will spread 1t species on land less adapted to cultivation In
vorth watching such a case transfer of the location might be ad
vicable. not because the old bush cannot he saved

for scarcely any bush left standing at all is past
nder present conditions of wmarketing, a farm  {h. possibility of restoration by natural means if
casily be nade to yvield an  grock be kept out But it is undoubtedly eco

floc k of poultry can g
have the wood-lot on areas lcast suited

average net return of $1.205 per annum over and  pomical to
By co—operative marketing ol o cultivation Mr. Hamilton’s fear that the

1
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thove cost of feed

cuaranteed product, tastefully put up this mai original species will not thrive under present con
«in omay be doubled ditions of drainage and exposure 1S nol well
founded We could take him to scores of wood

s vy . 7 f . : W d
Speaking last winter  of  clover as feed  for lots where a splendid growth of mixed hardwoods
sprung up from natural seeding since live stocs

horses, Dr. J. Standish, Proifessor ol \eterinary has

cience at the Nova Scotia College o \griculture has been excluded With a little attention to

Lithily stated the argument for early cutting of celection  and  thinning  a beautiful growth ol
otraight, thrifty saplings may be secured And

I'he clover,” he said,
when not oonly 5o,
troes jmprove noticeably in health  and

thi valuable legume

hould not be allowed to get to the stage
rraspherry largern
papidity  of growth once the annual leaf fall s

but cross sections show that the

thie horse will think that  he 1s eating

tes. On  behalf ol the cow e respond  Tor
b Ale too ! retained by the saplings that 1|lliw‘|\|\ spring up
when cattle are kept out
t t ] tion in New  On Mr. Buarns is more unsparing than Mr. Iamil
Mngrie-tax s qutte @ ive (riestion an G
: fon Irushing  aside all considerations of senti
o \dvocates clanm that il would discouragt
ment gl practically ignoring thg many indirect
eeulative holding ol land and encourage its de i
bHenelit of the wood-lot such as checking  the
rion to productive vees Opponents reply that : i
Ny 1 cween ol winds,  and  providing harbors for in
i 1 vste ( taxalion which nposes on 1
J li o . I ‘ ' ety orou birds, he demands to  know whethet
o] o ' T ol lareer roportion ol talNd
g newconi ! B : : 1 foresto are quite sure a wood-lot will fy[’()(]]]\".
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flax. therehy revealing g lack of information which
he should certainly have repaired before entering
a controversy of this kind We have heen at
pains to secure some data from Prof Harcourt,
at Guelph, and Dr. Fernow, of the University of
I'oronto Quoting Warrington, I’rof. Ilarcéurt
shows that the great bulk of the plant food in a
vear's growth gf three species  (beech, spruce fir
and Scotch pine) is contained in the leaf litter,
which being annually returned to the soil, increases
the available fertility. Dr. Fernow f{ully sub-
stantiates this conclusion, pointing out that the
wood of trees rarely contains as much as one per
cent. of mineral ash, while the foliage contains
more than six per cent And of the total plant
food abstracted a considerable part will have been
brought up from below by the deep tree roots.
Moreover, practical experience convinces all of us
that land under forest increases in available fer-
tility without expense for manuring. It is clear,
therefore, that the forest, unlik%e the flax or other
ficld crop, need have no charge assessed against
its annual returns to compensate for abstraction
of fertility If anvthing, it <hould be credited
with something for the improvement oi the land.

The other question, whether we may be sure
of an annual growth of a cord of wood per acre,
is quite clfectually disposed of by Dr. l'ernow, an
acknowledgred authority, who states that a plant-
ed forest, if well attended, would produce at least
95 cords in 25 years, and that this rate of a
cord per vear could be maintained and improved
to the hundredth year. He cites figures to show
that in the German national forests-of Prussia
the growth is constantly improving, ar\d has in-
creased from 29 (solid) cubic feet per u('fe in 1880
to 70 cubic feet in 1900, these figures oplying to
an average of seven million acres, mu:t of them
very poor and unproductive. Harking bagk, then,
to our former estimate that at present fuel _prices
in I.ondon a growth of a cord per acre of hard-
woultl ensure a net return of $4.00 per an-
fucl alone, we maintain that this would

wood
num from
he approximately as good “to a farmer as the
present net annual farm return indicated by pre-
vailing land rentals. We freely concede that
present rentals do not represent what might and
should be made off our farms, but they undoubt-
indicate approximately what ‘s usually
over and above wages,

edly do
being made from  them
running expenses and cost of up-keep, and
not possible conditions we are deal-

taxes,
it is actual,

ing with Will Mr. Burns tell us what net return

he is deriving from his farm ?

Then, again, we do not by any means admit
{hat fuel value represents the possible return from
the wood-lot. With a little attention to thinning
and pruning of the saplings, far more than this
may be derived from timber in one or another of

its various forms, and timber values are rising.

in Ontario, for instance, the supply of choice hard-
wood, such as white ash. rock elin and oak,
is practically exhausted, and

cuch woods frow the United States.

manulacturers are

importing

I'rices have pone up to a fabulous height, and

other kinds, such as IH;II)I“‘ chectnut and birch,
are being used more freely Is it not reasonable

to expect that when the commoner woods hecome

as searee in their turn, the man who has some to
el ra pretty neard dictate his own prices ?
[“uel price are risit hut the disparity between

el and timber prices increasing much faster.

\ake Jiheral allowance for  the substitution of
gher hmbdog pmaterials and the prospects fo1
it tinber salues arve still of the brightest

tinated that the present tamiling timber
pdvoin thee Tonated tates is about suflicient for
vient at 1= ut take present prices and

the howing ' clent cnougeh I'wo or thr
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