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Alrile on Irish Affairs Fifty-three Years 

ago. reviewing the Coédition of the 
Country-Irish Affairs in More Hope
ful Aspect -Ireland now finding a 
Soul of Her Owe—Wonderful—Pro
gress in the Restoration of the 
Irish Language—Dr. Douglas Hyde 
Speaks to the People of America— 
Wonderful Work of the Gaelic 
League—Folk Love and Tales pre
served in the Erse - Scholars seek
ing a Knowledge of the Language- 
Présidence of the United States 
Theodore Roosevelt has Acquired a 
Knowledge of the Language like 
tourner President Thomas Jefihrsor. 
—The Story of the Celtic Renaiss-

« Illi
cit 

writ-
Ullti

It t!> fifty-three years since 
Timei wrote hLs lirait article 
'rish aQairs That article was 
en tor the Toronto ‘'Mirror''
was two columns in length That it 
'iad some merit was shown 'tv the 
>act that it was copied into the 
Montreal “Pilot," then edited by Sir 
Ft ascii HkA The <iin«*i ol the
foronto Mirroi at that time was 
-'amucl H. McCoy, a native ol Adair, 
‘ *ounty Lime lick, Ireland. He was 
i very bright and brilliant man and 
« ripe scholar, to whom I was per
sonally much at tallied In that arti
cle I took a very hopeful view of Ire- 
anil’s future. She was then recover
ing somewhat from the effects of a 
succession of famines, the immigrant 
• vers, the failure ol 184* and dhc 
very general depression that had 
xisted It is true that Charles (la- 

van Duffy had deserted the country 
ml gone to Australia, having left 
ihc country “like a corpse on the 
dissecting table ', hut there were 
some able men left yet in the land, 
including Frederick Lucas, an Eng
lish Catholic of great capacity, Denis 
l,ane, John Francis McGuire, Maur
er laiync, Dennis Florence McCarthy, 

the poet. Rev Dr Cahill, a great 
volémie and astronomer; Shearman 
'raw ford, the parliamentary advo- 
ute of tenant right and a number of 
itbers The tenant right cause was 
•fiat which was uppermost in the 
people’s mind anil it was urged with 
•io in considerable spirit The educa
tional sentiment was again taking 
postnssion ol the people's minds and 
the erople were arousing themselves

.■ it tt’c lotrihlc depri-aaiou ol the 
lew previous > cars Lord Palmers
ton, though, was the Prime Minister 
..I England, and he gave no encour
agement to Ireland’s hopes, fot he 
declared tenant right to he landlord 
wrong This, too, was the period 
.1 Ecclesiastic Titles Bill discussion, 
wh'ch was very detrimental to Ca
tholic interests. This also was the 
ime when Irish and Catholic repre

sentation in the British Parliament 
was scandalised by the appearance of 
a number of political adventurers, 
whose efforts were for tlicit own per
sonal gain The names of Sadlier, 
Kcough, (“Flaherty and Scully are 
aot to lie forgotten for then evil de
signs. Mr. Goldwin Smith in his 
new Irish book, speaks of those men 
to the disparagement of Irish repre
sentation, hut.it must be remembered 
there had not yet been organized a 
pledge-bound party like that of Par
nell or Redmond to lay down 
t.hr law tor the guidance ol 
Irish members, and evil-minded men 
tike those referred lo, were not under 
control of party discipline. That was 
the day of political marauders, hap
pily long since passed away » * •

Now, some fifty-three years later, 
1 have much pleasure in reviewing 
Irish conditions in a much more hope
ful aspect Home Rule, it is true, 
has not yet been accomplished, but 
many reforms have been brought 
about The land laws have been 
completely revolutionized, the state 
church, with all its abuses, has been 
abolished, the franchise has been 
greatly extended; local or countv 
legislation has been established, ami 
many economical conditions of ini-
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provenant set on foot There is a 
strong, invincible Home Rule paity 
bolding Irish representation with a 
hrin grasp and possessed of a leader
ship that is not surpassed by any 
British party, and now a pari y in 
power whose sympalhv with lush 
claims are well understood From a 
legislative point of view there is, 
therefore, cause for hope laigc hope 
indeed

There are some other acquisitions 
that give Irishmen cause for rejoic
ing Ireland is finding a soul oi her 
own She had lost her language and 
is now recovering it. Ireland is not 
only in a fair way of obtaining 
Home Rule and self-government, but 
of recovering her language, her laws 
and her traditions She is m a fair 
way to secure material advantages 
as well as ethical gains. Since fifty 
years ago she has become the leader 
of the Celtic nations ami is aglow 
with race patriotism Wales, the 
Highlands of Scotland, the Isle of 
Man, Cornwall in England, and Brit
tany in France, are looking up to her 
lot leadership and instruction They 
have had a number of meetings in 
Dublin and Wales with representa
tive men of ability to guide them and 
assist in reviving the glories of the 
past. Men of ability have arisen to 
revive the language, the arts, the mu
sic, the games, and even the dances 
of days gone by. There is a grand 
revival of Irish sentiment all over 
the land With an Irish National 
League there is a Gaelic League 
side by side, and the grand old lan
guage that existed for over 2,<HMi 
years, if not longer, but which in out 
day was on the verge of extinction, 
the subscription lists yielded $5,000 
more being spoken on the farms, 
heard on the streets, and making its 
way in the schools and academies.

The leader of this new movement is 
Dr Douglas Hyde, who is now con
sidered to he one ol the foremost men 
in Ireland. This gentleman is now 
in America telling the Americans 
what the revival of Erse has done 
and is doing. He has visited several 
of the larger cities and has been re
ceived with a great deal of enthu
siasm In New York it reached a 
climax Over $0,000 was realised 
from the sale of seats, the boxes 
alone netting somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $3,500. In addition 
the subscription lists yielded $5,000 
with the promise ol an additional six* 
or eight thousand Every section 
and clement ol the citizenship ol New 
York was represented. Carnegie Hall 
perhaps never before in its history, 
re-echoed with more real and spon
taneous enthusiasm. Supreme Court 
judges touched elbow with dignified 
prelates and priests Catholic and 
Protestant Itishmen and lovers ol 
liberty thronged the spacious amphi
theatre

Simtlaj meetings have been held in 
Philadelphia, Boston arid Baltimore, 
and Mr Hyde lias been invited to 
speak in several of the American 
universities, especially iTarvard.which 
has a Professor of Gaelic

In one ol Mr Hyde’s addresses he 
spoke as follows, describing the pro
gress made:

“A dozen years ago the language 
was taught in less than a dozen 
schools Six years ago it was taught 
in 105 schools To-day it is taught 
more or less in .3,000 schools. Be
tween public and parochial schools, 
colleges and convent*, thete cannot 
be less than a quarter ol a million 
now studying the language and his
tory of their fathers Six years ago 
a stranger would never hear a word 
of Irish or anything to show that 
Ireland was not one big vulgarised 
English country.

Now in many towns the street 
names are put up in Irish and the na
tional daily papers and very many of 
the weeklies print more or less in 
every issue. Six years ago an Irish 
hook was a rarity. Now scarce a 
week passes but a new on* comes 
from the press and the distribution 
of book:; and pamphlets from our own 
offices alone, amount to a quarter 
of a million copies y early Six 
years ago it you spoke Irish as well 
as Owen Roe O'Xeill oi wrote it as 
well us Geoffry Keating, it was not 
worth a thraneen to you. To-day 
you cannot obtain a place under the 
corporation in the capital of Ireland 
or under the County Council of fork 
or of Mayo, or under the Corporation 
of Limerick, or in a dozen other 
places, unless you know the national 
language of your country "

That the Gaelic League lias hern 
largely instrumental in the revival 
oi Irish manufactures was shown by 
Dr Hyde when he said:

"Six vears ago for any product of 
Irish brains or of Irish hands to find 
a sale in Ireland, it was actually ne
cessary lor it to bear the hallmark 
of lointlon or Paris—a terrible com-
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nient on the situation that had in 
he faced by tbe Gaelic League. Hut 
now we arc training up a rate tor 
whom an Irish trademark on an ar
ticle will be the strongest inducement 
to buy it, and the results of 
our teaching have been amaz
ing. I am told in every direc
tion that the trade of our woollen 
mills is doubled, of our paper mills 
trebled and of every little industry 
that we have, enormously increased, 
and I believe it."

• • •

hi his lecture at Harvard l'inver
sât). Mr. Hyde said:
“it is fortunate (or me that my first 

lecture in America should lie in the 
first college ol America to establish 
a chair of Gaelic and Celtic litera
ture, and the home and working place 
of one of the greatest students of 
folk lore, Prof Childs. The language 
that I .used just now is the laiiguabc 
that was spoken in Ireland a century 
ago in all parts ol the country, but 
which now through social and politi
cal causes has been banished and 
extinguished till, at the present time, 
it is spoken by only three-quarter* 
of a million of people.

“The Irish language is highly reflect
ed pure and unmixed with other ton
gues. The Irish people were proba
bly the first to break oft the origin
al Aryan stock Their language con
tains many remnants of its old 
Aryan origin It bears this resem
blance even in its outward surfaces 
that it appears so to a casual stu
dent of the language. 1er philologi
cal purposes old Irish ranks second 
only to Sanscrit.

“The children of Milesius have been 
both blessed and cursed above all 
others They alone were not con
quered by the invasion of the Ro
mans the Gauls and the Northmen; 
tIm alone retained their own vt\ iliza- 
tioii unsubdued by the conquerot 
This fact has tended to give to Irish 
literature a place of its own,In the 
history of the world’s literature The 
Irish race alone of modem Europe 
has preserved its race anti languac 
ol years II ha no pai nllel tip
(li lin i*.

“Before the rise of the Neilwdunger, 
and the troubadors of the Languedoc 
and Langueoeil, Ireland swarmed with 
hands and poets and singers. The 
volume of Irish literature is en- 
otmous. But it is not ol «he writ
ten litciaturc that I wish to speak, 
although 1 deem it necessary to give 
this short introduction, as Irish li
terature is very little known in this 
country. The folk tales go back 
fmtiter than literature; the tales of 
the peasants carry us back centuries 
before the art of writing was invent
ed. The folk tales that we find in 
peasant cabins give us the only pos
sible clew to the habits of these 
early peoples. The study of folk
lore lias found a home iti Harvard, 
and Harvard has in its library the 
best collection of folk lore literature 
that can lie found in the world Folk 
fancies and folk tales are recognized 
as the basis of all literature. Ir. 
them lie the germs of the novel, the 
romance and the epic. The great 
national epics are really hullt up on 
folk tales

“Mam folklore stories are trans
mitted by men of one country tra
veling to another and there settling 
and marrying. In time the myths 
of fheir native land will appear as 
folk tales among the new people. As 
an example of tha* there is the old 
Irish tale that I heard repeated 
among the Minnesink Indians in New

liyinswick. The Gaelic League of 
Ireland stands for a complete in
tellectual revolution in Ireland It 
desires an intensely Irish Ireland, in 
which the Irish language shall be spo
ken, the Irish literature read and 
written, Irish songs sung and Irish 
dances danced. We have loumled Irish 
schools, supported by the pennies of 
the poor, and our aim is to produce 
Gaelic students who will qpikv their 
work a credit to their country.*’

Dr. (ioldwin Smith in his new Irish 
book disparages this movement. “The 
revival of Erse," lie says, “as a tu- 
1 ional language, is surely a patriotic 
dicutn. I low is it possible to revive 
a language all but dead. with no va
luable literalure or wealth of punted 
books?”

The answer to this is given in the 
statements of Mr. Hyde here copied. 
Mr. Smith forgets that a people hav
ing but om language are at a dis
advantage. The other day in Toron
to, while traversing the University 
grounds, two students came out of 
one of the university buildings with 
books in their hands and one said to 
the other the very same thing Great 
as the English language is, wide as 
it is spread, broad as is its litera
ture, it is not equal to the Irish 
in the number of words, richness of 
expression and poet if facility. Scho
lars are studying it as they used to 
study Greek and Latin and Sanscrit. 
An Irish friend of mine in Chicago 
in the employ of the Harvester Com
pany of that city, was a few years 
since at Copenhagen in Denmark in 
the interest of that company. A 
merchant with whom lie ttod business 
on learning that he was of Irish na
tionality, invited him to spend an 
evening at his house where lie said 
he would meet one of the professors 
of the University who would con 
(evse with him in his native tongue, 
the Else, hut my frivml, Irish as he 
was, spoke a<> native tongue, and felt 
his humiliation at the fact. Irish is 
sow,being studied in hoth Europe 
tml America by learned nun In fact 
.l'c bc>t lr;sh scholars tin-day are

I"
principal instruct oi in (Tic language 
iu Europe. It will, no doubt, be sut- 
prising news to mam to learn that 
the President ol the United States, 
Theodore Roosevelt, is au I ish scho- 
lai and contemplates writing a book 
in Irish Long before him, how 
ever, was another President of tIn- 
United States, Thomas Jefferson 
who fulled the Gaelic in order that 
he might read Ossian’s poems, In 
McPherson, in the original It will 
surprise Mr. Smith, no doubt, to 
learn that a quarter ol a million 
people in Ireland ate now learning 
the language, and that 7(Ml,tuV) peo
ple have alrc.ufc .usuited it. Mr. 
Smith ought to have learned Iront 
Wales that this thing is not impos
sible, tor Ireland is now onh follow
ing the example of that other Cel
tic nation of the empire which had 
lost its language and recovered it. 
And this is the story of the Irish rc- 
naisanee

WILLIAM HALLEY

The Klondlkers’ Friend

The attention of out readers is 
directed to a sketch as published in 
Donahue's Christmas number and re
produced on page ti ol this issue, of 
Father Judge, the Klondiker's friend. 
The sketch of the life of this devoted 
priest, a life grand in its simplicity, 
makes most interesting and touching 
reading. None should miss it.
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THE IMPERIAL COAL C«

ALONG THE CANADA 
ATLANTIC

A Visit lo Arnprior -Hibernian 
ihustasm

My v-*i ttsit to Ainprioi,
•jciurn-d a few weeks ago 
made memorable through my attend
ing a icd-hot gathering of that moil 
patriotic Irish organization, the An
cient Order of Hibernians, which 
came oi in a commodious and well- 
equipped hall an tbe “Galvin Block ” 
ou the night of the 13th ult Arn- 
prior has been a fertile field tor the 
glow tl, and development of a number 
o( excellent associations, fraternal 
in their character and beneficial in 
their results, and whilst heartily 
wishing success to every one of them, 
I can truthfully say that none of 
them has a higher claim on the 
sympathies and th.- support of the 
Sons of Gael thar the Ancient Older 
of Hibernians

1 iis association is exclusively made 
up of Irishmen and of their descend - 
ants, and has before it a glorious 
work, stupendous in its magnitude, 
although not inseparable in its char
acter. Throughout a great portion 
of the Dominion, I have met with 
thousands of my fellow-countrymen 
who, like myself, felt that there ex
isted grave danger of our losing our 
identity as a race, throwing over
heard our distinctive national indivi
duality and abandoning in toto the 
Celtic Characteristics bequeathed to 
us by a proud ancestry. To reha
bilitate the decaying Irish national 
sentiment the Ancient Order ol Hi
bernians has manned the breach and 
well and nobly has it endeavored to 
fulfil the task In Canada it has 
already established several intlueii- 
tial branches; in the neighboring re
public its rami factions extend to 
every point, whilst in Old Ireland, 
with its unquenchable vitality, it as
sists the Gaelic League to restore 
that language which was spoken by- 
Irish scholars and Irish statesmen 
long before the Anglo-Saxon gibberish 
was heard of, and if the ancient glor
ies ol Ireland are to-day sung on the 
hills, in the valleys and along the 
highways of that country, in the 
sweet and expressive language ol out 
ancestors, we owe it hugely to the 
agency of such associations as the 
Ancient Older of Hibernians

On the night of the 13th ult , to 
which reference has been ahead y 
made, the Irishmen of Arnprior 
looked more than happy, and as the 
clock told that the hour of eight had 
arrived, the attractive hall was well 
fiMed by Ancient and Modern (fiber-
MglUi With tlu-lI Itivi « o<t (j lunit.
ffiend* Vm-'ul...» fhuii juveti.1 1
noticed Messrs. Michael Havvy, Conn 
ty President, John Mulvihill, Presi
dent, Raymond McDonald, Recording 
Secretary; J E. Kilrov, Financial 
Secretary; John F O’Neill, Trea
surer; Michael Galvin. Vice-President, 
Michael Buckley, «“hairnian 0f Stand
ing Committee, Thomas Dore, Sen
tinel, John F. Murphy, Sergeant-at- 
Arms, Jeremiah Haves, Joseph Pow
ell, Joseph McHugh, J. P Galvin, 
Michael Mulvihill. James Roach, 
Hugh Tierney, Michael Murphy, Pat
rick Cunningham, Michael Del any, 
Laurence Clarke. Laurence McCarthy, 
George McHugh, etc., etc. On the 
platform appeared Mr. John Mulvi- 
liill, who acted as chairman, and on 
either side sat Mr. Michael Havey, 
Rev. Father Harkin of Almonte, the 
speaker of the evening; Rev. Father 
l"haine of Arnprior, and Rev Father 
Duquette, his curate The chairman 
opened the meeting in a brief but 
very appropriate speech, at the close 
of which he introduced the County 
President, Mr. Michael Havey, who 
was well received Mr. Havey, who 
has done much to foster the growth 
of Irish national sentiment all over 
the valley ol the Ottawa, delivered 
a brief hut stirring address, in the 
course of which he aroused ntueff en
thusiasm, and at its close was heart
ily cheered. The chairman in ap
propriate terms, now introduced the 
orator of the evening. Rev. Father 
Harkin of Almonte. Seldom have I 
listened to an intellectual effort of 
greater force or greater beauty. A 
man possessed of a wide range of 
knowledge, of commanding figure, 
charming personality and rifted with 
a voice raliable (1f tilling the largest 
hall, 1 am not surprised to learn that 
he has rum the reputation of being 
one of the ablest pulpit orators 
amongst the main clever priests in 
the Ottawa valley. 1 deeply regret 
that it is out of mv power to give 
anything like a verbatim report of 
the eloquent effort, and can only

say that, from his thorough grasp 
and conception of historical incidents 
in’eresl.ug to an audience such as 
he was addressing from the picture 
which he drew of our foiefatbeis’ 
struggles for liberty of conscience, 

En from his eloquent counsels on be ball 
if union amongst Catholics, and from 
he food hope he expressed of Ireland 

ultimately winning the blessings of 
which self-government, his Arnprior speech 

will be ! will be long n-membered by those 
I who had the good fortune of listen 

mg to it, and it is almost superflu
ous to say that at its close he sat 
down amidst vehement cheering.

Rev. Father Duquette, the zealous 
curate of Arnprior, was the next 
speaker and in the course of an in
teresting address, all but succeeded 
in proving himself an Irishman.

Rev Father CYiaine, the faitluul 
pastor of Arnprior, >as the next 
speaker introduced, and wus received 
as he always is, by tie Irish por
tion ol bis congregation, with the 
heartiest enthusiasm. Father (haine 
is a native of Grand ofd France, 
and like thousands of his lei low- 
cotiniiymen, is now, and tor many 
years has been, engaged in spreading 
God's Gospel in the wilds of the 
Western Hemisphere, but had it not 
l»-en tot his accent, we would hase 
claimed him as an Irishman born with 
er on the banks of tbe Boyne or tbe 
Hlackwatcr, the Lifley the fate or the 
Shannon.

The next speaker was a gentleman 
well known in Arnprior, as lie is also 
w ell known in every sect ion of the 
County of Renfrew I have no desire 
to speak dispat inglv of any man who 
does the best lie can. nor do 1 entei 
into a criticism of this gentleman’s 
speech in a hostile spirit, hut I tnink 
1 voice the sentiment of the whole 
meeting when I say, more in sorrow 
than in anger, that speechmaking is 
an art which he should abandon at 
once and forever.

RAMBLER

Death of John G. Molone
Mi. John G. Malone, one of Al

monte's most esteemed residents, 
died last Thursday at his home, and 
was liuried Saturday morning He 
was a devout member of St Mary's 
church, belonged to the Ancient Or
der of Hibernians and was treasurer 
of St. Mary’s Conference of St. Vin
cent de Paul Society. He leaves, be
sides his mother and widow, five chil 
(tree and five brothers The children 
arc Frank, Isabelle, John, SarsficM 
and X'alda. His brothers arc: George 
of Ottawa, Michael, James, Peter ol 
Almonte, anil Thomas ol Sault Ste 
Marie, Ont.

At the funeral on Thursday the at
tendance was remarkably large, ami 
all the members of the Hibernians, (S/l 
in all. were present. The pall-bearers' 1 l- - ' • ' : •<

Mi < ihe. P niio£*Ma**
.las 0’Doimghue and Michael Hogan

Bishop Dowling Present at High Mass
Foi the first lime since fits return 

to the city from St. Joseph's Hospi
tal. Guelph, his lordship Bishop Dow 
ling was present at a high mass on 
Sunday, when lie gave his episcopal 
blessing in St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Hamilton, in the morning.

His lordship will celebrate sol 
cmn pontifical high mass in the vath 
edtal on Christmas day as usual.

Either on next Sunday or Christ
mas day the new electrical effects in 
St. Patrick's church will be turned 
on for the first time. This work 
about the altar is very beautiful, and 
will add greatly to the handsome 
spectacle this church always presents 
on Christmas.

Never Buy a Pig in a Poke
It is said that some wags at North

ampton Market put a cat in a bag, 
or poke, and sold it to a country
man as a pig. Upon going to a tav
ern to have a drink over the bar
gain, the buyer opened the hag. ami 
of course the cat jumped out. «This 
is stat(d to he the origin of the pro- 
verji: “Never buy a pig in a poke,"
and also of "You have let the cat 
out of the bag.’’ The word poke is 
still used for sack in the south of 
England

Controller Ward

Controller Ward is out again lot 
re-election and if a clean record both 
as alderman and cont rollei commend 
themselves, then Mr. Ward ought to 
find commendation in the mind of ev
ery ratepayer in Toronto The suc
cess of Controller Ward in the com
ing election is already certain, but 
this should not interfere with his 
friends giving him their most hearty 
support
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