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according “ to the truth,” however morally con- ‘
ducted, or benevolently intentioned. N , .

Glorying in a crucified Christ will not, if alone,
be the perfect thing of this age ; there must be
companionship with a rejected Christ also. Baby-
lon, I believe, the mystic Babylon of the Revelation,
may be brought to boast in a crucified Christ, and
be Babylon still.  For what is it as delineated by
the Spirit? Isit not a thing worldly in character
as well as abominable and idolatrous in doctrine
and practice? Revelation xviii. gives us a sight
of Babylon in its worldliness, as chapter xvii. more
in its idolatries. Babylon of old, as in the land of
Chaldea, was full of idols, and guilty of the blood
or of the sorrows of the righteous. But it had al-
so this mark : it displayed greatness in the world
in the time of Jerusalem’s depression. So with the
mystic Babylon. She has her abominations in the
midst of her, and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus
stains her ; but still more fully is she disclosed as
great and splendid, and joyous in the earth during
the age of Christ’s rejection. She is important in
the world in that day when the judgment of God
is preparing for the world ; she can glorify herself
and live deliciously in a defiled place.

It is not that she is ignorant of the cross of
Christ. She is not heathen. She may publish
Christ crucified, but she refuses to know Christ
rejected. She does not continue with Him in His
temptations, nor consider the poor and needy
Jesus (Luke xxii. ; Psalm xli.) The kings of the




