
loan companies good year.
Compilations of the earnings of lean companies 

during 1913 show that generally speaking last year 
was the most profitable in their history. Out of 38 
loan companies, whose annual statements have been 
analysed by the Financial Post, 36 showed an increase 
in profits, the two companies showing a decline being 
comparatively small and verv conservative. Twenty- 
eight loan companies out of 38 showed an increase 
in rate of profits on average paid-up capital. 1 lie 
high interest rates contributed to bring about many 
new records in rate of earnings on capital, and it is 
not to be supposed that the rate will necessarily be 
maintained or increased in the present year. It is 
noteworthy that the largest and best established 
panics in Canada, such, for instance, as the Canada 
Permanent, the Central Canada Loan, and the Huron 

: and Erie, earn less than 9 per cent, on their total in- K vested capital. Similarly the smaller and most con- 
I servative of the smaller companies do not earn much 

cent, on total investment.

Traffic Returns.
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Canadian Northern IIaii.way.

Y«ar to date. 1912. 1913.F“ l8 ..... $2,411,500 ♦2,911100 
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SMOKERS' CARELESSNESS.
How many fires are actually caused by smokers 

will never be known, but occasionally one reads in 
the press that a lighted match or cigar stump thrown 
in a box or waste basket was responsible for fires that 
resulted in loss of property. Some 
habit of smoking a cigarette or cigar during the night, 
the match being struck on a chair near the bed and 
flipped aside as if it were perfectly harmless. A 
curtain is frequently ignited, and more frequently the 
lighted cigar or cigarette catches bedclothing, and 
thus starts a serious fire. Many employees, for
bidden the use of stores and factories for the pur
pose, do their smoking in basements or other places 
where loose paper or excelsior may be exposed. 
Smokers and employers cannot exercise too great a 

in handling matches and “smokeables around 
exposed places.
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Havaba Electric Railway Co.
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W„k»,,d,n* WJ ,,,7.096

M,rT.......:: ITsIllo 221,869 200 321
„ 183,207 218,807 103,611

CANADIAN BANK CLEARINGS.
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The Prudential, of America, is to open on March 
30 a new district in Montreal, to be known as Mont- 
real 3. Agency Organizer F. Ttedard, now in Levis, 

I Que., will be superintendent of the new district, the 
headquarters of which will be situated at Papineau 
and Mount Royal avenues.
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MONEY RATES.
To-dsy

Call money In Montreal .. «-«f
« « In Toronto.... 6 *1
« •• in New York.. *1

in London .... ••
Bank ol England rate.........  3 A

A Veer Ago 
6-64X 
6-6fX 
3MX 
»1-4X

WANTED
By young man, situation as PRIVATE SEC

RETARY or confidential clerk. First class refer
ences.

5 7,

Apply D.B.,
c/o THE CHRONICLE.

The Montreal district offices of the Mctromliun 

I ife are to move to new quarters on May 1. . ^lll ... 
h,tendent Kay. of the M,.ntrcal-\\ v-t il.struL 'u 
tie located in the new Drummond building. h«l*r 
intemlent Bourgeois of the Montreal-Centre dtsme 
' Superintendent Omller, of the Montreal-has 
district ^re to have their offices in the 1 and,.rand 
building. The Montreal-South district, under uper- 
in,en,lent Saucier, is to occupy ^ m the MHut 
building, and the Laclune district, now in.the «g1 
Bank building, is to transfer its quarters to LaH 1 nca 
J. P. Rowley is the superintendent of the Lai tun 
staff, succeeding J. Clermont.

MONTREAL

WANTED
Fire Insurance INSPECTOR, possessing 

English and French, with ten years experience 
ana a valuable following of Agents, is open for a 
position in this Province.

Address M.N.O.,
c/o THE CHRONICLE.

MONTREAL

i_
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