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THE RECORD OF SPAIN AND HER FUTURE
Lord Salisbury in a recent speech spoke of an historic record. During the years when Enet.^

..... :.......» a......... ....  ......... | ;„7='h' "—t

understood that the Rritish Premier included Spain ..... „ b rt ’ and riPr'"ng
It does not, however, necessarily follow that a dying arts, in' literature^'and^'d’"''’.-' m commerce. intk 
nation xsill reach the fatal consummation its condition under the dominion of’cliver 
foreshadows. („f,„l as is Lor,I Salisbury, he may he nu,I,ns. who for eight centurie hd müT

wrong u, Ins varie,nattons. A brilliant French states- that land in the darkness and I c 1" ' ‘° ^man fifty years ago wrote a hook on "The Decadence inti christ»» , t- „ • ' dcgra,iation olai
"f England," in which the old land was depicted as in national forces which n 'T'i^ "e ,4tk

a dying condition The work was read bv English tt u" ril^naibî 2 M "X "'“T' S,,,mmen of the time with a disdainful smile. Since this the union of the KinJlornTF F ,"’"Kh"bo® 
judgment ,,f l.edru Rollin was published, England Ferdinand and IsaheMa hè , c F'"* "*d 
l'as risen to a height of national glory and prosperity, rivalled distinction by its navigators" d'i" 
exceeding any „s history. Dark as is the outlook rather re discovering this continent a^ . T"*' * 
for . pain and deserved as may he the retribution she first voyage round the Cane of C ’ T , kl"K 
is now suffering, we trust she will come on, of followed the conoue t of Pem ald^he ^ ^
hre of her tribulations purified from those gross ele- Spanish flag fro,, Florida ,hë Ri M ""B °"k 

mentx „ huh have brought about the disasters which points on the western coa of So ,h 1'^ ”
: ,’U""l,n"';1 ,Mr "a,"’"«l pri<le. and so weak Europe. in the ,6th century Spain w,

«ned the national resources. The his,. .v of Spain hand was upon Italy Indthe NeZr.'T*”'1’"
js the most romantic story of national vicissitudes, j, Naples, and St. Quentin. tiie French w r'c l , , 
l-as no parallel human annals for the variety of poli- Spaniards. Since the fa I of the R ' ^ b’
u al and social changes, which render Spanish L- world had notk.mwn Inch 'na"

tors a moving panoramic spectacle of dramatic events, 'lie close of the ,6th 
he ro""fry itself is a very singular mixture of ex­

treme fertility, and great sterility. It is divided bv 
' 'am* "f """'"tains which run across from west to 
cast like vast fences, separating the 
vers

some

centur.

and it

Empire the 
a power as Spain wasai

;"7r Ki,« mrouu!,*

peninsula into " England by an "Invincible Anna,la." which in i
The effect of ,ho , "" "",cr ,lfs,ruc,">n. infl"'«cd irreparable disaster

tn<tl ol ,h0sf •‘•«rnvrs livlwvvn differ- I ««aniline 
c,,t prelum» has not hern 
hut we

in,'irked <li visitint, sueli
vmmtrx. upon thr

supremacy of Spain. A similar design „ 
"luxe,I to have been entertained by Louis \|\- 

a power- I V’ ranee who, about a centurv fiber *t, \
The dZJlr:;1"? ,' har:"'UT an<l ,lrs- T"'01 l:,,ru|,v h>' »•*»* hi. grands..,, h,"^, 

I , iv ilisation is seriously I ■sPai". a movement which opened -, i
a country wliivli is ilividcl into sections I chapter of English military historv K

zzz;,!::: ,7.7 **** SK..F... ,l rm religion, but a study of lhcr willing allegiance,
the topography of the country seems to point rather l , , , , .

"a",ral v;‘"M's than 1» those associated w,th reli 1, •*' “? °f Span,sl' Government is alleged t..
g mils belief, as a prevailing cause >f Spin's being in , ' ‘ a" 1' lnd,ff,rence of the people, of the

r,ar civdisatioii. People l„,r„ and reared h, a * P P |,rofcs,ional Gasses espcially to
"arrow and deep valley arc never as enterprising in ' ! a‘,lral dllhes "f citizenship. Ii
“">• 'leptrtmen, of life as those whose horizon is wider ", P r<Kard Sl,ai" »* a country witout a
and w hose facilities of free intercourse with the other P"" """ ° Government. Her political l.lwrUo
.-.s of their country are greater. Imagine ff wc ZU'Z *1’ M°" °f Charles V. were
•an. what progress Canada would have made ,f , ? u 'an ‘h°SC °f anv na,ion Europe. Fori
'ange of mountain, had run from the S| | L K*h ",f ",me " 1,18 >'a,l a popular AssemhK and a
"> the arctic erd, every 40 „,ilrs. „r , e ‘ c"flr' la‘«cr even more democratic than the one 
> ontment would have been had a chain of mo„„.I °' 1,5 nu'n,cipal institutions are very widely
run from the Atlantic to the R.xrkies every- 80 ntileT fx,ended "'cre a nation so equipped for - If-gov- 
from the Culf of Mexico up to iu noû^unÏ™ ZT" ‘° ^ * a --e.lous il.mtraL

'e marvel is that under such conditions the people " "lrapacl,y of mrrc institutions of popular gor- 
of Spain have Income so homogeneous so f„M "",ent *° savc a coun,ry ,rom ruin.
"atmnal sentiment, and made in the past brill»,,, "‘• however, one thing for a country t.> ,.»sew

past ,0 brilliant a good eon.titutional system of government, bn,

considered bv historians, 
cannot hut regard them as having iia.1 

fill influence
Unies
hampered in

trade

z


