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xxiiiPREFACE
greater from this source than it has been in the
past."

" But is this not all very much theory ? Have you anv
facts m support of your belief that the -lodern bullet wifl
be so much more deadly than its predecessor? In Eng-
land quite the opposite impression prevailed, owing to the
experience which we gained in Jameson's raid, when many
of the combatants were shot through and seemed none the
worse, even although the bullet appeared to have traversed
a vital part of the body."

M. Bloch replied :
" I do not know about the Jame-

son raid. I do know what happened when the soldiers
fired recently upon a crowd of riotous miners. It is
true that they fired at short range, not more than thirty
to eighty paces. The mob also was not advancing in
loose formation, but. like most mobs, was densely
packed. Only ten shots were fired, but these ten shots
killed outright seven of the men and wounded twenty-five
of whom six afterwards died. Others who were slightly
wounded concealed their injuries, fearing prosecution.
Each shot, therefore, it is fair to estimate, must have hit
at least four persons. But ignoring those unreported
cases, there were thirty-two persons struck by bullets
Of these, thirteen died, a proportion of nearly 40 per cent
which IS at least double the average mortality of persons
hit by nfle-bullets in previous wars. It has also been
proved by experiments made by firing shots into carcases
and corpses, that when the bullet strikes a bone it acts
vntually as an explosive bullet, as the point expands and
issues m a kind of mushroom shape. Altogether I take a
very serious view of the sufferings," continued M. Bloch,
and of the mjury that will be inflicted by the new

weapons."


