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been published in Edinbnrgh in Apnl. 1787 ; it cons^ted of^j^

conies for which a s ' ibscription-hst of i ,500 names had *^^ °^,^^,^;

SS51? bought in nearly £^ to the poet So f^^^^^^ wa weU^ But

^nd the M°/^^ excitement of this episode in his history were not

the natuS^^prTcuilors and props for a^etired laborious coung^We^

in which hard field-wor^ was again to be his means of subsistence,

ancUhe alleviator of his load was to be the rustic Jean Armour The

Ltter it sho Id be mentioned, presented her lover, f ^h^Sclv

(the
' Clarinda " of his letters) was going on at its hottest about the

"^Tn t^e"early summer of I7«8. Burns returned to Ayrshire^ He

esX^d Jean by making a public declaration «* "^^rnage ;
hbe ally

XaSViSo to his brother Gilbert, to give him a start mWe^
nnd took for himself a somewhat considerable farm at Elhslan I m
DumfS-shire Here he was domiciled before the end of June

?nd rSfedTamong other rural o<:-"Pati"f '

^^e exerci^^^^^*^^^^^

as a Dlou^hman, at which (it is pleasant to learn) he was a capital

hand^ Soon however, he found that his income needed ekmg out

:

and as nothing more congenial offered as an outlet for his energies

Sf;ppVe?t"LTppoint?d excise-^^

r^htained this nost through the interest ot Mi. tTratiam, 01 Ji""y
mfpay was arfiit the pittance of ^50 per annum, increased after a

''buS/Iu exciseman is a rather Rejecting pu:ture to cont^^^^^^

StiU, if we exclude ideaUsms and prejudices, and take a P'^^"
^°^J*°^g

sense view of the practicaUties of the case, it might seem that tne

ne^ant Doet married to his early sweetheart, who proved an affec-

Sonate w^ • sotted on a farm of his own, the management of which

hrundritoi>d; enthusiastically admired for his gemus byJus
couXymeiTfrom the noblest duke to the most tattered R^hevlunzie

haWtuallv writing short pieces which he could throw off jmfy
athwart a pressufe of occupations, and which he could readily get

pub itSed a^once in some f^orm or other, thereby keeping his nan^e

brurrgo^:^:^r?o^rto^

mater alcom^^^ and independence
--^h'^^^^.'^^Vncrhafhi^^uties

been there about three years and a naif, he found that hs duties

in the excise interfered With the satisfactory conduct of agricultural


