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I. The ICne.mv and th. <; Mi i>s, (vs. 10-12).

Paul saw very distinctly what a life of separation to
(.od, such as he had been speaking ot\ would mean. A.id
that they mig^ht be able to understand the nature ot the
toes they would have to contend with, and their methods
of warfare, he proceeds to describe them. For our Tm'sV-
lo'fT ts not against flesh and blood. We think sometimes
that ,t IS hard to maintain a Christian life against the in-
fluence of mi.,rodly people with whom we are associated
especially when they attack our positio., and denounce the
things we believe, and deny our Bible. These things are
'"deed great annoyances, but they are onlv human-thev
are flesh and blood. If ue are well-grounded in the faith,
these ot.ght not for a moment to move, or even very
greatly distt-rb us. Human opinions after all are weak
and can have little effect to shake the faith of one who
knows what he believes and why he IxMieves it. If we
have ordinary independence and power of self-assertion
we can w,th comparative ease defend our position againsJ
mere human arguments, or human ridicule. Politicians
are not overthrown by the arguments or assaults of their
opponents, but when attacked, meet it with their own ar-
guments. So a Christian who knows the ground of his
ta.th. need not be in much fear of -flesh and blood "

-the
opposition ot mere human beings like himself.

Nor need we have much fear from temptations which
men place before us, by which they seek to draw us away
from a right course. VVe ought to have personal inde-
pendence and will enough to resist those who are no
ifreater than we. It we are really committed to the causewe have espoused, all the power ot flesh and blood ought


