USAGES OF WAR ON LAND

very significantly. The difference between precept
and practice is also seen in the prohibition of the bom-
bardment of churches and unfortified towns. Re-
garding the latter the manual says:

“A prohibition by international law of the bom-
bardment of open towns and villages which are not
occupied by the enemy or defended was, indeed, put
into words by The Hague regulations, but appears
superfluous, since modern military history knows of
hardly any such case.”

Military history has been made since then, partic-
ularly by the German air raids on English seashore
resorts.

OTHER EXCELLENT RULES

Several other excellent rules in the manual may be
contrasted with German practice in the present war.

“No damage, not even the smallest, must be done
unless it is done for military reasons.

“Contributions of war are sums of money which
are levied by force from the people of an occupied
country. They differ in character from requisitions
in kind because they do not serve an immediate
requirement of the army. Hence, requisitions in
cash are only in the rarest cases justified by the
necessities of war.

“The military government by the army of occupa-
tion carries with it only a temporary right to enjoy
the property of others. It must, therefore, avoid every
purposeless injury, it has no right to sell or dispose
of the property.”

“Usages of War on Land” makes interesting read-
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