
Icrhmcl w.-iv Mil,-(li\i(li.(| int., .ountifs, r;.,h , oiii.ty .nnsisliiij. .,f uiu;
third nl ilu- .|uarlvr, uill, Hu- exrcplion of ,hc norlhcrn (,uarU-r
wlii.h w.is (livi,l,.,l into (our < M.nties, tlu; norlluTn f|u;.rliT .is it w:is
'itilcd, havioK' nnirl, lartjvr urvu ih:m the oHu-rs. Kncli of H,,.

c-ountios sfnl v,,n.s<.„|,-,tiv<s to tl.c Althing. ,..„-h rounty sending:

;, !fpru.s<.nt.aiN.-s. I,„t llK- nortlu-rn s<-nt i... This made a sum tot.V
<'l 40 rcprt.srnlalivc.s ,„• U-^i^lators. one bfinj^ elo.lc-d the pronounc-
MK l.avy.T or Lead of ,!,< lei^islatiire. These- men met in the month
'
f Miiy and the ( (.nvo.alion was .ailed c|uar(er-thing. They appcint-

c-d Ihe jury who looked into and passed on all question of law that
were not carried up to the Althing.

After the session of Althing; w .s elosed, the quarter master
sunnnoned the ,H-ople of ,h. •,,uarter-thin, " to meet again, at whi.-h
neet.nj. i,e informetl the ,H-opl<. of all new laws adopted bv Alti,ir -

••-nd explained their meaning and use. These quarter
"

masters^
however, had no ju<li,i:,l power, hut a.ted as informants or teachers,
as It were, for the menib-.-s of the quarter-thing.

Greenland and Vineland Discovered.

During the colonization century, of which we have ahea'ly
.spoken, a certain ran, whose name we cannot re<-all, was caught
in a severe .storm off the west coast of Iceland .and hi.s vessel wa.s
driven before the wind so far west that he sight<'d land hitherto un-
knf.wn and unheard of by the people of Iceland. Hut it was but a
short time before the news of his discovery became general and his
report was believed to be true, that more l.ind existed in the West-
ern Ocean, .-.s the Northern .\tlantic was then called. About tj.is

time a wicked \'iking, wlu.se name was Kirik Thorvaldson living
in the west, near Hroad Hay, was convicted for criminal offences
and sentenced to 3 years' exile. He .set sail in .a western direction
and discovered ., large area of mainland, where, having disembarked,
he resided for the period of his sentence. On returning to Iceland
he spoke "n such praise of this new country, which he called Green-
land, that he induced .nany Icelanders to emigrate, telling them that


