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agent appeared to balance the scarcity of flour. We look in 
vain through old files of our papers for a scarcity of the ardent. 
What a calamity it would have been considered, did that good 
consoler fail. The famine continued in severity for nearly 
two years. Meanwhile the revenue from licenses to sell rum 
increased, and it was proved before a committee of the Assembly, 
that most of the roads within fifteen miles of Halifax, had been 
made and kept in order from the funds obtained from the licenses 
granted.

During the autumn of 1791 a number of negroes were collected 
from the counties outside Halifax, to be shipped to Sierra Leone. 
They were a shiftless lot, many of them slaves, who had come 
to the province during the revolution. The expense was borne 
by an English philanthropic association, called the Sierra 
Leone Company, which had interested itself in the welfare 
of the negro.

On the 17th of November, 1791, Governor Parr held a meeting 
of Council, to ask advice in arranging for the shipping and re­
moval of these negroes from the province, as the Secretary 
of State had directed him to hire vessels for the purpose.

It proved Governor Parr’s last meeting with the Council, 
as he died on Friday, 25th of November, 1791, at one A. M., 
of apoplexy, in the sixty-sixth year of his age.

On Tuesday the 29th of November, the funeral took place. 
Governor Parr had been Grand-Master of Free Masons and the 
several Lodges attended. The 20th Regiment, which Parr had 
commanded and which was in garrison when he died, also attend­
ed. All the forces were under arms. The officers of the fleet 
were present, headed by Sir Richard Hughes, a former Lieutenant- 
Governor. The Royal Artillery and the 16th and 21st Regiments 
lined the streets. The ships and batteries fired minute guns. At 
the entrance of St. Paul’s Bishop Inglis received the body, 
which was placed near the altar, and the funeral service pro­
ceeded, after which the coffin was lowered into the vault, under


