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Editorial :

Stacking
the deck

When the deal came down and Nova Scotia’'s commission
of inquiry into post-secondary education was named, more
than a few people thought the affair was a monstrously elabo-
rate political joke.

After all, we have one of the funniest provincial governments
in Canada. You doubt this wisdom? Where else would a pro-
vince have the good humour to appeint members of such wild
and wacky backgrounds - an actress who never attended uni-
versity, a dairy company executive, and a geology prof and
ex-Tory candidate - to a commission with the future of univer-
sities in our province at stake?

There's nothing funny about how these people make a liv-
ing. What is funny is that according to Peter Butler, Education
Minister Donahoe’s chief advisor on higher education, the
commission in its current state can't be accused of “bias”. Had
the province appointed people with some knowledge of uni-
versity, such as an administrator, faculty representative, or
student, Butler thought the commission would appear
“stacked".

Mr. Butler and Mr. Donahoe and the Tory cabinet would
have you believe a commission with all three members and
two assistants connected to the Tory party is not "biased”.
They would have you believe that a commission with all its
members connected to business interests is not “biased”.
They would have you believe that those participating in higher
education in this province are a special interest group and that
the Progressive Conservative Party and the Business com-
munity are not.

They would like you to believe them.

At any rate, now there is to be an investigation of higher
education in this province. The commission members may
very well prove to be very unlike the potential political "yes-
people” they have been portrayed as. They might even realize
that Nova Scotia spends less per capita on universities and
colleges than any other province in the land. They might even
recommend that universities should be funded more reasona-
bly, without tying funding to labour market demands. Let's
hope so. But because they have no real background in this
province's educational system, in about one year they have to
figure out what it takes most others years of study to do - find
us all a way out of this spiral of rising tuition, dropping course
quality, and decreasing availability of aid. They have to keep
our universities open.

Good luck...to us.

- K.B.
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Come up and see us. . .

If you've got a story idea, news tip, or just want to see the
work behind these pages, come up to the Gazette’s offices
on the third floor of the Dal SUB. If that’s improbable,
there’s always writing or use of the telephone - 424-2507 or
424-2055.
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