
6 CANADIN FrOOD BULLZTIN

CONSERVATION m PRICE
Sir Robert Borden Refers to Imaportant Measures.

8peaking in Ottawa on Deoember 13, Sir
]Robert Borden referred, among other thinge,
t(, measures which alrëady h.ad been taken
te conserve food aud to regulate profits lu
the handliug cf food. Ho said lu part:

"About f!Jur weýekB ago we provided by
Order in Copneil under the War Measures
Act thiat nuo article of food, grain, sugar,
mnolasses or anlything elqe capable of being

uFsed for food i Canada ahall bo used for
thû manufacture or production of apiritueus
or iintoxicatlng lîquors.

"We oxpect, as soon as we can gather
around the Counicil Board of Canada again,
after the people of Canada shall have given
us their mandate on Monday next, to take
up corne matters i that connection more
fully, and aninouncements wlll undoubtedly
be made ini the. flot distant future wîth
regard tu the resuit o! our deliberations.

"Thero la juast one more matter thnt I
would like te mention, and it is thO question
that bas arisen lu tbis country with regard
tc the cost of the necesaaries of if e. I
want te be perfectly !rank wlth you. I do
not propose to etand on thia plattforn «nd
make any promise to you that I do not
bellove the Governuient la capable of carTy-
mng out. In tirne of war the cost cf the
necuaaariea of li1. almostiInvariably ad-
varices. In a war l1ke tis, it inevitably
niuat advance, because you cannot take
30,000,000 or 40,000,000 mon-I suppose
40,000.000 mon-f rom productivlty and
irease, as ycu do increage in this war, the
consumption e! the necessarlea of liie, and
have thein produced ah the saine cont or
sold ah the saine price. But the Govern-
mrent can do certain things. This (*overn-
mient hias doue certain thiugs. A Govern-
u.ent can prevent combination t<> taise
prices. A year ago this month we passed
an Order iu Coimocil 'whlch preventa that.
A Government ean prevent boarding. There
is alwaya a tendency towardB hcarding the
necsarles o! life iu time c! war. We
paused an Order in Vounicil in December,
1916. 1 have net heard o! any hoarding
since.

"A Goverument con do oue thlug more. I
caui prevent any man receiving excessive
profita out of tiie purchaaing and the sale of
the. necessarlea o!f1e It lias been said
that packing lieuses in this country have
mnade excessive profita. It hias beez brougit
out, I believe, in ivestigation 'that ue
great packing houa, made a profit of about

eighty per cent ini one year upoax
Invested capital. Bear in mimd,
ail faifrneas te those who made t]
profit that il waa made by an en
musu turnover, and by a profit of thre-fBhi
of a c*tut per poun~d on, baýc»rn s4obd oveirsa
and two-fiWihs of a cernit per peurLd on bac
sold lun <an.da. If the Gyovernmer4 coi
conflacate ev'.ry bit of that profit, it oi
ncot give to the publie off thia »euntry 1
relief *whioh ît would deaire, aud the rel
wihich the Governinent -would deaire te gii
Yet eighty per cent profit derived frcm t
necemeries o! lufe ii time c>! war distuw
the public conscience, and it beomwn~ ec
sary îor the Gvverumeint te take up U
question, which îs a very difflcult and co
plicated one. A Coniittee of the Caii
was lormed. Mr. RowelU wsa Chairmnjn, a
Mr. Carveil wa a meiember of that Coinuui
tee,t W tudy the quiestion, te investiate
and about three weeks axgo they &nncun<
the resuit of their deliberations, whieb b
Iii the meautlm-o been conilrmed by 1
Goverumeult as a wh»le.

IlI ain glad to sayitbat the Goverrnx
of the United States, lu dealing wlth p
cisely the samne pSioblem which hua arim
on their side cf tihe line, have foilowed i
aoatly the siame principMe wbi<dh was repoci
by the Committe-e ûJ whîcb Mr. Rowell1v
Ohaicman, and w'hiioh waa ceufinined by 1
Goverinment as a wbole.

" What wedid was this. We &&id il
firet place te the packig lieuses, ' You eh
not retain a profit ln exrceGG o! two per c
c>n your auaÉ turnovar, that le, yeux to,
salce within one year. Two peT cent on tl
ahill b. your maximumn.' In th. TJnM
States ýtbey mades it two und one-half 1
cent. But $iwo per ce-nt on an anmual tuw
o ver, if Ui were au enc'rmcua oêne, m4i
meau a great percentage on invfflted oap~i
so we previded another limitation. We m
' Up te seven per cent on invested capi
you muny retain. Between seven per cE
anal filteen per cent, you may retain oi
bail rthe Sbate wiIl ta.ke the otiher hall
t1he benefit of the people asa wJiole, The
fore your maximum profit -will be eloyen j
cent. But out of your eleven per cent y
s;ha1l pay, ander ithe War Profits Act, c
per cent, as a tax, and therefoire youa, i
iiýxncImtm profit upon-i acitual iuvested os
t.q., not vatered itock, s~hall b. ten per oe
Over aud abftve fifte-n per cent all yx
profit ahall go into tbc Public Treaeury, a
you sadl not retaisz any of it.'


