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The Sacred SchGIM H'ouses of the East
What Might be Done Io Make our Temples of Knowledge Useful to Democracq

SINCE primitive man fasioned for imsef idols
of wood and stone, no tribe or people bas been
entirely witbout tbe worsbipplng spirit.

Tbose who would describe the Canadian
people, at least the inhabitants of Eastern Canada,
as a people absorbed in mere commercialism, de-
voted wboily to tbe pursuit of weaitb and pleasure,
holing nothing sacred or beyond tbe reacb o!
avarice, wouid reveal but scanty knowiedge of the
trutb. As in ancient Egypt, In the days o! ber
greatest giory, the sacred ibis was embalmed, ana
as In India the sacred cow bad ber temples and ber
worsblppers, so in Eastern Canada we bave an
object, Inanimate it May be, but none the iess re-
garded wltb profound veneration. Tbe sacred schooi
houses of tbls country save us from tbe reproacb of
woridllness, and of cold indifference to the bigber
thlngs of life.

Tbey are found in every city, town, village and
country-slde. Tbey vary In arcbitectureand in fur-
nlsbings; but, bowover great the difference In cost
or appearance, tbey are by common consent set apart
from tbe seifisb activities of a sordid every-day lit e.
A man may use tbe cburcb and Its associations as a
stepplng-stone for social and materiai ambition, but
tbe scbooi bouse, nover. It stands apart, a sacred
tbing. Cbiidren may enter witbin its portais; but
cblldren are oniy cbildren, and their presence, along
witb sncb prlests and priestesses as May be set
apart wltb vows of poverty to watcb over tbem, cau
do no harni, nor desecrate tbe temple.

In tbe clty wltb' wblch I arn most familiar the
people bave expended nearly three-quarters o! a mil-
lion dollars In tbe erection and adornment of tbese
sacred edifices. Tbey are a source of clvic pride, as
woll as of popular veneration. Tbey are closed on-
tirely for tbree montbs of tbe year, and are oniy
open te tbe children arnd tbe ýpriests and priestesses
for a few bours each day, five days In tbe week,
during tbe otber nine montbs. Wbon touriste visit
tbe city, tbere are, of course, no ruined abbeys or
temples, or Roman walis, or great art galleries te
attract thoir attention; for this Is a yong country,
wbere cities spring up iu a day, and where tbe last
week's bank clearings or the iast month's building
permits are tbe test of relative greatness and distinc-
tion. But the tourists are not wboily disconsolate,
for bere and there among tbe evidences of more ln-
dustrIai. and commercial progress niay be found tbe
sacred schooi bouses, wbicb may be vlewed from
the outslde, and are proudly pointed out as evidences
that the worshipplng spirit stili survives, even in a
country and an age of tremendous competition, grasp-
lng avarice, great extremes of wealtb and poverty,
bad bouslng, poor sanitation, commercial vice, street
waling, juveuile dellnquency, and the muliplication
of the unemployable, the feeble-minded and tbe
otberwlse unfit. The tourist sees and marvels, and
sends home picture post-cards sbowing the sacred
5chool bouses. These may be found in the book-
store, the drug-store, the Flve-and-Ten, the sboo-sblue
parleur and many other places, for the sacred school
bouse le a source e! universal pridie.*

IN a clty of whicb I bave knowledge, some icono-
clastie Versons, for tbey exist to-day Iu Canada
as tbey dld In ancient lands lu bygone centuries,

began to ridicule the popular form of worsbip, and
Inslst that the sacred scboël bouses sbould be tbrown
open as socil centres and nelgburhood clubs for
tbe fathers and mothers, the worblng girls and work-
lng boys, and even the older cblldren. Tbey were
Promptly told that the use o! the temple lu the even-
lng would vitiate the air for the noxt day. and Injure
the bealth o! tbe priests and priestessos and their
fiocb; that vermin would swarm wltbln the sacred
halls; tbat disease would spread, and epldemlcs fol-
10w oach other in dreadfui succession; and tbat,
worst of ail, sacriloglous vandals would scratch'the
sacred walis or break tbe sacred desks, or steal.the
movabie furnishIngs of the temple. Moreover, It
wouild be necessary te install electric llghts, pay an
extra keoper of the temple, and increase the temple-
tax for priesta and priestosses. Iu the face of sucb
calamities the bierarcby, popularly kuowu as the
board of scbeol trustees, who are responsible for
purlty o! worshlp and the preservatien o! the oid
land-marks, could do ne less than turn a dea! ear
te the taise prophets e! a new social evangol, and
proclim once more: "Great and bely and In'violable
are tbe sacred school bouses o! Eastern Canada."

It is a cause of grave concern fer ail patrlotic
porions that In thia matter o! the sacred achool
bouse there la a lineo0f cleavago betwoen Eastern and
Wetr Canada. Prof. -KylIe bas told us o! the line
of eWavage along tariff linos and some otbers, which
he confldently prediets wlll gradually disappeur; but
in mattors of wersblp People are more disposod to

btonacleus of their convictions, and Western Can-
ada bas no sacred sehool bouses, or la rapidly con-
vertlng those it bas into secular Institutions of a
practical nature, hreathlng ne odeur whatover ef
sanoUity and seeluslon. How eau the people of
Eastern Canada witness this desocration and this
abandonment of their cberlshed Ideals without deep
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emotion, and a desire to separate themselves entirely
from a forward and perverse generation? For there
are school bouses in the West that are ablaze with
light In tbe evenings, and invaded by an lncongruous
and net too well wasbed bumanity, eager for secular
instruction, mere physical culture, recreatien and
amusement, baving no regard wbatever for the wor-
sbipfui spirit of the East or what it signifies to the
nation. A priest of the new cuit in Calgary, who
ministers in a scbooi house that is net sacred, is said
to bave deciared that be wanted It to be of mucb Im-
portance and value as a community centre as it was
as an educational centre for the cbiidren; and tbat
the people wbo paid for it bad a rigbt to expect this
resuit. His attitude marks the difference between
the Western spirit and tbe worsbipfui spirit; and It
aise reveals another direction in whicb the insidious
Yankee spirit Is thrustlng itseif into the national life
of Canada; for there are few, if any, sacred scbool
bouses ieft in the repubiic. Lt is true tbere are few,
if any, In the mother country, but that is the price

tbe people pay for the Socialiste and suffragettes and
that sort of thing; and Eastern Canada cannot afford
to let go ber traditions, sacrifice ber principles, and
abandon her ideals, for the sake of a dead level or
conformity with any portion of a world tbat bas cast
off its moorings and turned itseif adrift. Recen.
cables from China tell us that President Yuan Sbih-
Kai is dotting the republic with scbool bouses, to
take the place of the anclent temples of tbe Manchu
dynasty. Would President Yuan entertain for one
moment the proposai that these new temples sbould
be used as social centres? Perlsb the tbougbt.
There is more reason to believe that be bas been
toid by missionaries of tbe sacred scbool bouses of
Eastern Canada, and wiil endeavour to direct popular
worsbip in the same direction. If now that system
of worsbip were abandoned in Canada, tbe influence
of our missionarles in China wouid be sadly lessened,
if not wboily destroyed. Lt is tbçrefore the duty of
ail members of tbe cuit of tbe sacred scbooi bouse to
band tbemselves together, te resist tbe encroacb-
mente of Social Service Congresses and ail otber
vagarles of tbese decadent days.

The Smudge -of Black Smoke
How it Feels to Watch Naviga lion Qpening on the Great Lakes

By JEROME V. EBERTS'' EOpening of NavigatJon'---w bat a magiesignificanco the words bïave te auyone
living in a port on the Great Lake's, ai-
thougb te the bousebelder living a bun-

dred miles or more from the water-frent, tbey mean'
notblng, or neurly notblng. Hle reads about the great
annual event under scare bead-liles lu the daily
newspapers and the most it brlngs te bis mmnd is a
vision e! tbe. good time be bad while on bis lait
holiday, wbeu be eujoyed a cru.tse of perhaps a
bundred, perbapi a tbousand miles over tbe greut
fresb-water sies. Ho dees net realize, unleâs ho be
an old sailor bimself. or bas spent a part of bis life
in a labo port tewn, with wbat eagerness and antici-
pation tbe loug-looked-for, and prayed-for epening
o! navigation is watcbed for by the dwellers in a
labo port.

Everyone Is guessing-seme the day, the hour,
and even tbe minute, wheu the first steamer wiil
paint the horizon witb ber black smudge of smoke,
and nose ber way tbrougb the drift, lce te, cast'ber
cables upon the wharf. The tobacco shop windows
are decorated witb big sigus readlung that 'a prize of
substantiel quallty will be given 'te the firît eue
guesslng the time of arrivaI of the first' steamer o!
tbe year. The old "sea-dogi," with tbe warped legs,
wbo bave reatbed the stage o! a sailor's Il!le wben
tbey sit around the reading-room of some cemnfort-
able, weatber-beateii, old lako po~rt hotel and snck
pipes and swap yarns, are mflking bots o! sunidry
amouats and articles on tbe wonderful event. .The
front windows of their particular lodging bouses are
kopt brlgbt and dlean by many wipos o! ceat sleeves
and the brass on their glasses Is brlght from mucb
handling.

One mornlng the ioug-expected bappens-the news
spreads libe a general lire aiarm. "A sbip la
coming Iu the barbour."' Every oue drops wbat worb
ho is dolug and miabes a wild rush for the water-front.

It's true-the horizon Ia black wltb smoke and the
bull e! the sbip is becornlng larger every minute.
Somne o! the younger onloobors use their actlvlty te
climb te the roofs of buildings, and even the oldest
bobls around for a convenlont pacblug-box te elovate
bimaseIf above bis !eilows. A bundred names are
given the ship, and the apeculation ls strong untIl
seme one wltb a stronger sigbt than the others de-
ciphers the letters on ber bew and yells ut out te
the crowd. lu a few minutes the name ls apparent
te every eue, and the tonm O! the captalu *Is seen
standing on the bridge. To bear it is Impossible.
The littie tug boats scurry around like rats tbreugh
tbe broben Ice, and squoal, 'and screecb and blow,
until at last tbe linos are cast ever tbe vessells aides,
ber screwý Is atîli, and sho lies silent and stili at ber
dock. Tbe first boat o! the year. Navigation le
opeued.

Stili the people do net go away. The big ceremony
la yet te come off, aud presentiy the mayor and two
or threo aldermen aud a few menibers et the hoard
o! trade waik majestically upon the dock and rnarcb
up te the steamer's aide. Here they are met by tbe
captain, wbo, understanding wbat la te be doue,
blushes us mucb as a wlnd-reâdened captain's face
can biusb, and tries te look auywbere but Into the
eyes et the merry People surroundlng hlm, At lait
It la over; the rnayor's speech bas been made, the
captain presented wlth the customury silb bat, the
people bave quieted their cbeerlng, the tugi have
stopped their bowling, and the flrît steamer ef the
year lies quletiy et rest.

To ho correct, she les quletly at rest oui>' untfl
the new gang o! stevedoes eau be assexnbled. When

this happons the big iren doors are suid buck froni
ber aides; the fussy littie hoistiug engiues on ber
dock are, nigged and the work of diagorging ber cargo
is commeuced.

It givos eue somethIug te wonder at-tbe thou-
sanda of mon wbo have been ebtained lu a !ew daya'
notice te work the ahips ou the labos and unioad
tbom. A careful investigation would show that tboy
are drawn from practically the four corners ef the
eartb. A man from far-away Bulgaria la fouud rub-
bing shoulders with a blue-uoed Nova Scotian-
both of tbem many bundreda of miles froni homo.
Steady work la givon te bundreda ef unempioyed,
many of wbem were fed and kept by our cities duriug
the winter monthe, In the !reigbt abede o! any o!
the larger labo -ports ,almoat every uatiouallty may
be found.

Navigation on our labos and rivera is equalied ouly
by the railways in its beneficial qualities te the
Dominion. If the openlug of navigation la delayod
a weeb, or even a day, or an heur, It la feit practIcal>'
at every point lu Canada. A coignmeut e! mer-
chandiso shlpped frem Montreal by the labo and rail
route te a point lu the Canadian North-West, la
loaded upon' a steamer wbich steama successively
tbrougb the St. Lawrence River, Labo Ontario, the
Welland Canal, Labo Erie, Detroit River,, Labo St.
Clair, St. Clair River, Labo Huron, and thon flnds ber-
sel! beld up ut Sault Ste. Marie, togetber witb a fooet
of other steamers, each loaded witb a cargo aimîlar
te ber own. The ice lu the Soo River and lu Mud
Lako bas net yet gene out. Nothiug can be doue
but walt, and thut la the programme !oilowed witb
as good a grace as possible.

Meauwhile, Western consîgnoos are chaflng under
the deiay and steadlly losIng sales aud rnoney by the
non-arrivai o! their goods. The telegrapb wires are
burned lu un offert te impreas upen the agent ef the
steamship lino by whlch the geoda were shipped, the
need ef haste. The agent, at elther Fort William or'
Port Arthur, puts bis, trust lu God, and ho,'tee, wults
witb as good a grace as possible.

Bye-aiad-bye word comes that the Soo Ice bas gene
eut and the biockaded steamers bave contlnued thoîr
voyage te the Canudien bead o! the lakes. Perbupa
wheu tbey arrive off Thunder Bay', ut the foot o!
whlch Fort Willam and Port Arthur are situated,
the bay Ice still presents a barrier. Another watt la
nocessitated untîl the lce-breablug tugs clear a new
chanuel tbrough the floos.

nUIGail this time the Western storekeoperas
J.j cyingfor bis mnerchandise and steadil>' Ioslng

sales. The Moutreal sbippera .are standing lu
lino te lose their custemers' business on account o!
the long dola>'. The custemer must tabe bis wrath
eut on soxnebody, and it usuali>' la the shîpper. The
abîpper, lu turn, gees fer the steamshIp lino hy whlch
ho shlpped the geoda. Everyone ls a loser except
the ship's crew aud the suppl>' dealers.

-The sanie conditions prevail ou grain shipmonts
froni the terminal elevators e! the tbree great trans-
continental rallwaysaut the bead of the labos. When
the prospects of the opening ef navigation are sub-
stantially confirned, grain freni the North-West be-
gins te cerne dewn te the water-front, and as the
spring break-up draws nearer, it cornes faster. The
muny steamers whicb bave wintered lu the twe ports
e! Fort 'William aud Port Arthur are îoaded wlth
several million bushels of grain, and are ready the
moment a clear passage ie declared open te lift their
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