
THE SECRET 0F OUR PROGRESS

FI 'VERY Liberal paper in Canada is buisily engaged in sbowig whiat
~'wonderful progress Canada bas made between 1896 and 1908

For the most part their statements are correct and justifiable. The
progress lias been indeed marvellouis. No other country in the world
can show a more favouirable record. The only point in dispute is
-What caused the Prosperity'? The Liberal press while not exactly
claiming that this progress is all due to the Liberal Government which
bas been at the belmn for twelve years, certainly aims to give the
impression that the Liberals are entitled to considerable credit for rhis
marvellous growth in tracte, production and popu ' ation. The Con-
servative press does not deny the progress, but contents itself with
sbowing that in a time of rapidly expanding revenues, the Governiment
bas flot been as economical as tbe essentials of good management
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would ilever be able to stand alc;ne. The only way to develop it was
to a:ttachi it to the UJnited States for comme-r)rcial purposes. Northerni
Ontario and Northerni Quebec were but desert wastes, the, great
Nýorthwvest \vas a doubtful asset and 1»r'tishi Columbia was too far
away to ever interest thle people along the Great Lakes and the -St.
Lawrence Rivecr. Oh. those were uinhappy times!

At last the people of this country decided upon a course of action.
The Conservative Governîment of the dlay was soigsigns of weak-
niess; the Liberals were showing signs of incr easing pessimilsm
concerning political and national affairs. The only possible change
was to change the Government. .This was done on june 23rd, 1896
The Party Wýhich was always boasting of Canada's prosperity was
defeated at the polis and the "PIBle-riniists," as they were sarcastically
called, were victorious.

In t'bis connection, a quotation from "The Canadian Magazine"
for August, 1896, (a few weeks after the General Election) bears out
what has been said and at the samne time contains a remarkable
prophecy. The writer heads his article "Ahl Our Enemies Deadl," and
closes bis remarke by saying:

"The 'Blue-ruinists' are now no more. They have be-
corne Vhe governing body and are now responsible for the
prosperity of the country. Already the Liberal press is
assuming a tone which indicates a feeling that after ail this
country is a fit place in which to live and grow wealthy. In


