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1 Tb "edes of 1916

T HE Y have been good friends, tried, and tru-
great resolute Russia, galiant unconquerable
France, patient persevering Italy. Yee, and the

smaller friends bave not beon lacking in their
unsbaken loyalty-broken. Belgium, suffering Serbia,
anid the reet. It is a great thing ta have friends of
this kind, and a great jay ta know that beo re
anather year bas passed the friendship wiil be con-
sunimated in a legilative and commercial union that
will naturally ho the first result of victory.

In thinking over the friendsbips of the year, it is
difficuit ta say wbich je the more preciaus. One
admires the marvellous leadership of the Grand Duke
as bie leada. hie armies step by step backward across
the marehes and into safetyý; he admires equally the
strategy of the brilliant Brusiloff as hie regains the
lasses of the previaus season. Most of aIl ho admires
the patient endurance and the 'ddgged resistance of

the ssian saldiers. There is something, bowever,
greater than ahl this-the spectacle of a mighty
nation practising self denial, of a gavernment for-
saking long-establisbed custom in order that the
comman people migbt have more of self-government
and lees of surveillance by police. It is a glorious
tbing for a nation ta attain its frecdom, and it is a
great privilege for us ta be able ta dlaimi as a friend
this aid land with its new if e, its new aspirations,
and its new ideais. May the friendsbip nover be
broken.

There ie another great pawer-brave, beioved
France. Our bearte go out in gratitude and admira-
tion as we think of bier deede on land and bier sacri-
fices on the sea. That heroic defence of Verdun, that
long, patient struggle in the Somme disiiet-that
quick panther-like movement wbich ended in the
capture of Fort Vaux-ail this and the other deede of
Joffre, Nivelle and Petain; ail this and the sacrifice
of wives and mothers, the seif-denial of the wealtby
and the poor, the elimination af class and creed, I
us with amazemont and campel aur deepeet reverence.
The words of Mr. Donald MacMaster, now of the
British Parliament, and formerly anc of aur own
leading Canadians, as given on another page of this
journal, eum up eioquentiy the gailantry and indom-
itabie spirit of France. They indicate how much we
owe ta this brave people.

A Notable Gathering
DURING last montb there was beid in Winnipeg
Dthe first me4ting of the Social Welfare Congres

of Manitoba. "In many ways it was a remarkable
meeting, and it deserves mare than paseing notice.
As a people we bave been trusting too miich ta happy-
go-lucky effort, with the result that palities, ph lan-
thropy, religion and education are more or less in
chaotic condition. In other wotds, we are sacially and
moraily unhealthy, and in same cases the sickness le
almost unto death. No anc will pretend that the
Congrese succeeded in prescribing remedies for exiet-
ing is.. Naturaily, there was much deciamation,
much fauit-finding and vaporizing; but there Was
aiea much wise planning, sane instruction and noble
inspiration. Wben anc considere the gaod that was
accomplished, hoe can overioak inaccuracies in state-
ment and pardon excésses or lack of balance in judg-
ment. It is a heaithy sign wben the people of a
cammunity begin ta feci that the greatest asset la
dlean, pure, healthy if e..

The Feeble-Mlndea

()NE of the subjeets discusscd was of particular
importanîce at tbiq time. The eroblem of the feeble-
minded was under consideratian. Now, it is true

that in England the real feeble-minded number about
four in every thousand of the population, while ýîere
tbey are probabiy not quite so numerous. It would,
therefore, an the surface, seem absurd overiook
the interests of tbe thousand in minietering, ta the
necessities of the four. The greateet problem in a
community must aiways ho the education and the
protection of the normai minded. Yet, when it is
know n that the feebie-minded procreate at aimost
twice the usuai rate, and that feeble-minded parente
invariably transmit their weakness ta the first,
second or third generation of their descendants, aiea
wvhen it is know-n that alcoholism, tuberculosis,
epilepsy, iiiegitirnacy, arc aIl connected very inti-
inattely mith feeble-mindedness, the problem of doing
Sonthinîg to proteet the nation and ta care for the
unlforttiînates becomes a pressing anc. Bath reasan
and(isentimnent urge action.

t is probable that 80 per cent of the fecbic-minded
Rrc -o bY hcredity. The other 20 per cent owe their
111f'îrtunate condition ta alcohoiism, syphilis, disease
or v <cese in some f orm in parents, or ta accidente

hoeor after birth. Cleariy the great opportunity
of f educators is in protection in came way for the 80
1-r cent. The beet soiption of al is , cÏ0se, segre-

Lio.If these people are piaced so L they can-
-cbreed, thon the race of f( -mindeii vil
i ]ulv die out. The erection oinst itutions for

_11-'h i- an immediate niecesgityf.hýTbre are, how-
i r. mnany w-ho will neyer reacli institutions for the

-bmidc ho are yet so weak in body or minci
h hnnu1d they givP hirtb to children the result

ila1mod ce-rtainli' he fechle-miniied offspring.
1v here ,hçîîîlcihe' ome su 1 irvkiîon eeeî in

ni1tor <of m;trriage. it kii, onsense t tro'wthe
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burden of deciding in a matter of this kind upon the
clergyman. Both, from the point of view of t h e idi-
vidual and the state, it would seem te be necessary
to enact some legis1ation bearing upon this point.

It would also be well for young men and women
te consider carefully the danger of entering upon
marriage with such as are likely tu beget weak
off spring. Love should not be altogether blind. One
of the noblest men in this city loved a young lady
with a devotion known to few, but knowing that hie
had a tendency to epilepsy, and knowing what the
resuit might be in bis ofispring, he refused te permit
himself to think of marriage. Who will say tathe
was nlot wise?

Moral Degenerates
NfORAL dcgeneracye is probably due to en-

.V..vironmnt as wel1 as to heredity. The
causes of juvenile delinquency and of

crime in adults are not known with cer-
taint. For instance, we are not always sure
whcther a person drinks to excesa because he is
wrong morally, or whether he is wrong morally
because he drinks to excess. The problem of the
criminal class has neyer yet been solred in a satis-
factory manner, nor is it likcly to be so long as our
definitions of crime are so superficial and so lacking
in distinction. Who is the criminal-the man who
kilis a comýpanion in a street brawl, or the merchant
who selle impure milk, and thus causes the dcath' of
heipleas babes and children? Who is criminal-tho
man who steals a trinket freim a dry goods counter,
or the man who lobbies with a government in order
to get an undue advantage over bis neighbors ini the
niatter of trade? Is the child of a murderer more
Iikely to be a criminal than the chiid of a man who
has made a profit out of this war ?

This whole question bas not yet been touched
upon, but there yil ho a rude awakening one of these
fine days. Let it be known that the oid command-
ment has no narrow application when it says that
the sins of the fathers shahl be visited upon the
children uinto the third and fourth generation.

There is this difference between the fceble-minded
and the perverse. The former cannot be cured. The
second can be reformed. One should not leave à home
for the feeble-mindcd. It phouid be possible for xnany
to have our prisons reforxhed and strengthened. Some
recent investigations said to be thorough, have
simply been for the purpose of conceàiing truth. The
spirit of penitentiary if e must be that of exceeding
kindness rather than that of severity. We have
learn'ed this in somne parts of Canada. Have we
learned it here? That question muet ho anewered to
the satisfaction of all.

Thi Church a Worlng Force

T NE churches bave, recently received no littie
attention, because of the attacks levelled at tbcm
by public speakers and b y tbe prose. Tbey have

been accused of supineness, of cowardice and negecet;
and to their failure in time of crisis is attributed in
a large measure tbe political debaucbery, the indue-
trial deceit, the economic injustice, which have dis-

graced our country's record. There may bc some
ground for the accusation, but it is certain many
things have been said which are unwise and uncalled
for. Those wbo bave blustered moat bave often not
taken time to inquire carefuliy as to the real purpose
or mission of the churches, according to the mind of
the Great Founder. Worse still, they have held the
churches responsibie for -the sins and omissions of
those wbo neyer go to cburcb, or who do so simply
as spectators or reiigious idlers. Therefhould be se
fairnesa and logic in all this matter.

It is quite reasonable to suppose that He who
founded the Christian cburch bad as clear an under-
standing of its proper aims and methode as those
who are asscrting themselves se confidently to-day.
In the eariy years churches were free local organiza-
tions. They consisted of men and women bound
together for mutual inspiration and comfort, ani-
mated by a common hope and truc to clearly-deflned
ideals. They were above everytbing cisc mission-
aries-preaching their evangel at home and even ta
the uttermost parts of the earth. Wben tbcy suc-
ceedcd in getting men and women to join their order,
they taught them the iawe of christian behavior.
They liad in mind, more or less, clearly social and
civic righteousness; but they sought these ends not
by preaching to the out4ide world, but by transform-
ing their own memberihip.

Probabiy the churches would bc wise to-day te
follow the pattern laid down for tbem. A preacher
usually cuts a sorry figure wvhen be tries te tell a
legislature how to manage the affairs of the country
or a council how to manage the affairs of a city; but
if lie tries bard enough ho can do sometbiing much
better-he can develop in bis membership the quali-
tics that are necessary to good citizenship.

The first dîty of the churcli is cleariy to deai with
its o-wn memhbership. A church that evangelizes the
%vorld and -whirh insists up on good hehavior ini its
members. is the greateqt boon to any communi.y,
but a church which fails to demand good conduct-
that is sQorial, industrial and politieal righteougne.s -
il, ail if,- memnbers is îîntriîe to the principe of
ehbri>tianit.% and a curse to the distriet in whivh it is
placd A<-1 hîreh 'vhicb makem a big noi4e over

evangellsm, and whicb for ets to emphasize duty,
honor and righteousness. deseives ýn sympathy. A
church whiýb remains silent or inert because certain,
of its members find it to their advantage to wink at
unrigbteousness deserves the fate of extinction. A
church wvhich is four-square against doceit, cunning,
and injustice deserves to thrive, and will surely
thrive, though ail the forces of bell are arrayed
againet it.1

The Peace Proposal

Y ES, wo long for peace with a steadfast and in-
satiable . longiîpg. We are sick and weary of
war with its toîl of death, destruction and

misery. But we are sure that every last one of
us will die fighting rather than agrce to a peace
which is no peace. The Allies were everlastingiy
right in spurning the suggestion of the chiancelior of
Germany. There is no discussion with a nation
wbich has not kept and which will not keep its
faith. "ýBetter trust in our unbroken army, than
in the broken faith of the enemy."

Among the things the Prussian mind cannot
grasp arc these-that Britain is not mn this war byý
choice nor for the sake of gain, but simply to de-
fend the faith and protect the world against
tyranny; that there can be no sheathing of the
sword until trutb and rigbt are vindicated and
wrong and crime atoned for; that in every British
hcart there is room for two feelings, detestation
of the Prussian military caste, and love and respect
for the plain German people,; that the energy put
f orth by ourselves and our allies is'but a faint in-
dication of the 'energy that wilI now beo, hown.

The wrongs donc to humanity have been too great,
the sufforings of Belgium and Serbia too, severe, the
cries of murdered babes, enslaved workmen, drown-
ing mothers, too, pitiful for us to forget tbem ail.
Nor is our memory likely te fail us any the more
when we are forced to endure the blatant and
vainglorious boasting of a ehaficelior *ho whiie ho
fears botb bis people at home and hie enemies In
the field, yet blusters. and swaggers as if ho roally
believed himself assured of ultimate vlctory.

There are one or two gaod thinge in thîs peace
proposai. We are sure the German people are tir-
ing of the war; they are beg;inning ta know the
truth, naîneiy, that their niiiitary leaders led them
into their trouble; the leaders themseives know
tbey have rcached their limit, and It le from now

qZWIdowngrade; the neutrals have estimated the
aiuainfuily and carefully and their finding in

not flattering ta the nation whlob brought about
the war. As for oureelves and our allies it bas given
us hope, and courage, and linked us together wlth
new and firm resoive. And s0 we are in it to the
end. The oniy end that le worth conslderlhg in
peace which guarantees liberty, ta mon, ta nations,
to humanity. Until euch liberty le assurod our
motta can be none other than thio-uPrualenim
muet ho destroyed."

Miltarium
I N the ULndon Times appears an article wbloh It

is good for us ji ta read. Its closlng words
are these: "There is a danger, in aIl the exalpera-

tion and strain of this confiict, tbat we shalf ignore
thie moet obvious leson, that wc ourseives shall
catch the Pruesian disease from aur enemies. And
no taik about Prussian miiitarism willi preserve us
from that disaster. 14othing wiii proserve us froin
it cxcopt a clear understanding of the nature af
militarism and of the fact that it ie uitimateiy
bascd upon fear, not upon hope; that it le hypo-
cbond la, not hpaltb. This is a dangerous world,
and t heoanly ivay ta safety in it for nations, as
for individualsi je ta live dangerouely. Prusela ha.
tricd 'ta live safely, and she lbas been more threat-'
ened in ber national existence than any other na-
tion. She bas trusted in herseif ratber than in
rigbteousnees because righteousnees seemed too dan-
gerous ta ber. The lesson of the present war le that
it jes afer at iaet ta, trust in righteousness. But
that is a lesson wbicb ail Europe as well as Pruesia
bas yct ta iearn, and the war will bave been a
gbastiy waste af ail good things uniese it teacbes
that lesson, unlese it is known in histary as the
event whicb refuted ail the heresies of 1870."

The Pasng Year

W HMLE there je no special virtue lu the firet
day of a new calendar year, there is, talk as
wermay, somiething of solemnity about the

passing of annther year of our era and the birth of
a new ane. To cvery individuai of us it muet
bring some thouglit of the value of tume and the
swiftnegs of its passing. Who of us te froc from
self-repro; e'i for tirne wasted? We can aiwayé
have tiîie enougb if wo use it rightly. For the
futurs il, should be the aim of every reader of
this iiiagazine to have a right appaintment of time,
whilm rnvans a %%,(Il ordercd life. This, in ne emal
wa " .. wilI add to mir sucýess and liappineeg during
tii. year 1917.
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