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Sideights on the Foreign Farmer
By D. B. Boge
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MUIIu<I~1 know

19,' * wb 8"hai 4,ufc-
lm whUre oith thiidu

8m iabwmadbtediet between au old
(fut atoba) farâhig settomet and a

biky té lthe thse mcf the.
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Ib i ebboW dumlwd evi et aigus
AVINVElîgMMOD. Everywhere vers aband-

oued farno, rmned cabans, bita of stubble
gone back, the whole mointr being eaten
uipby wild oals, eow tae mottgage
interest and taxes, and the. odd people stî
thmr giving the impresion thut they
onàystayed vii.,. they were bècause they

eoul thnk f nowhere else to go. Tii.
&0untry wus alernavithith flotsan and
jelsm of a recoding lideo f settiement

Iyin tothenoM i afaffly prosperous
Cdan"Settlement wluch was bowever
ncI expuaading, snd te tthe south of a
foreign distict of vhich the coming for-
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bedeuined. Lt a depends on the point
Of vîew. I foaoot to asi myfriend how-
evor viiether bis vife sge:d with hirn.

in the beginning* the foreigner excited
the. ridicule and contomr of the rural
population cf Canada. Itin impossible
to duspise bin now. For that reanon it as

esmer erbpoto liste him. There in
=L rtyoa vde g sp of il-feeling between
Canadians and ti e foreign fariner. How
deep ilte in cannot say. The cbildren
when they attend the saine achool live in
a Mate of open and continued warfare,
tihe daily progresso f which in recited at
home to amused but by no means un-
sympathetie cars. To hear.many farmers
talk one would expeot a series ef pogroms
to begin immnediately. Nothiiina coin-
moncr than to hear it. said -tbat every
blanc foreigner should bc kicked ou%,(
the country. That any sucli action would
break the banks, bankrupt the railwavs,
cut the grain crop in two and diminish
the live stock by two-thirds does not
cour to sucli extremista. There is one
feature fairly hopeful. Lt is an abstract
foreigner against whom the ffl-feeing
exifts. t disappears agninst the in-
dividuul upon actual contact. 1 was
tulking one day witli a fariner wbose
language about foreigners was ahsolutely
sulphurouLs and 1 said to lim: "I don't
understand. You gel on ail right with
So-and-So," mcntioning a Ukrainian
neiglibor. "Oh! He's different," ias al
the answer, but the diatribe éeased. 1
arn no great believer in racial hatred
whieh is compatible witli mutual assistance
freely rendered at wood cutting becs and
wel-diging. On tbb, plain cf wagc-
earning competition 1 cmt undcrstand the
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of Canadian resources and thé. setlement
cf our vast areas of untilled land. I was
at a unique post of observation, 1 was
between the lwo conununities sud a
stranger teý both. I ad no prejudices te
overcome ini the case of citixer. 1 have
ben se nîuch about that 1 bave no local or
conventional standard for huiaxi being
but take thernail pretty mueh as I find
tiem b. the, Spythian, Ethiopian. bond
or free. 1 have ini partieular a miid con-
tenapt for tihe hwnan failing whicb fands
occasion for ridicule ia forcigu mannerisnis
or customîs. 'Vic simple consideration is
overlooked by meat cf us that for everv
single thing in thea which excites our
ridicule there xnust cf necesaatv lx, a
coîanterpart in ouaselves -which excites
their ridicule.

A ikriùiian friend of mine wio apeaks
good English but a littIle stiltcd and
difficuit of reproduction from his lituited
vocabulaîry once said to me:-"ln the
City 1 see anauv wuawn on the St reet
dresseil an clothes that cost mnatih ioIiV,
aill kinds cf anoney. 1 woul not have my
wife on thc stiret se drLsswed."

said 1, 'eas of I lie extrava-
gince, the aste of moneyr

"No," lie answvered. illot the nonev.
1 wouI(l have mny wife ail the nîoney, but-
tbey are se uigly."ý

Se there yen are yvo sec. 'Michael,
%whoni vo0a saw at. the corner cf Portage
aand Main wîaitin for his car with the
grime of foil stil, about hlm and whom
voit iragined te lie gazing in wonder and
admiration at the-throng cf heauty and
fashion passing ly. vas rcall1." t inkinig
what fearful caricatures of the humnan
fonm the fashùi ni ade anad that nal for
worlds wuldd lic bcold bis Marenka tiug

feeling but net in the rivairy cf pro-
duction.

As toe bb ecZoal feeling stirre<1
among the Ukraians I cannot speak.
Centuries cf oppression have bred in them
a pom-er cf ~pression which is cemplctely
baffling te '%n outsider. The nearest 1
ever gelte an interior ghimpse was onc
day a friend cf mine said te me: "Yoti
write'?" "That's # ra rade," said I.
"but 1 amn not working at il just now. At
present 1 arn engaged in educating pie-."
TFiat went past hlmi. "I would yent
m-rite for my people. Il is not just,"
lie continucd and ivent on to relate a
villanioiLs injustice of whieh i1 was as
sadly aware as hie. It was quite a specific
thing and had nothing to do with the
state of popalar feeling however. Oif
that in its tinte and place, which is neither
here nor 110w.

As 1 have saicl, the inner consciousness
cf the 'Ukraiaian fariner is a sealed book
but ut lie present moment he is un-
doubtedly iineasy. One of themn asked
me once: "Do you nev'er feel a longuaag
fer vour owa caunitrv?" His langitago
was scantv but tliere ivas no0 anistaking
the pathetie yearning of bis toile. If this,
feeling ever reaehed the point of stiaîu-
lating a geaieral exodus tlie consequleieS
wouid be stqrtling. Such a thing is not
impossible. Anyone wvho lias rend the
histor,,vof that ast onisi ii migration froni
the bon river to tih entre of Ch1ina
which toolk plaue oui "-two c enturies ago
could neyer be surprised at atnvthiing
bodies of people wvho are uacoforta'ile
an their einvironint anight do.

At the ha-e cf the 1-krainian eharacter
is an ingraincd timiditv and fear of the
constituted autherities. The governinient
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