-46 Victoria. 12th FEBRUARY. 29

The following Petition was brought up, and laid on the Table:—

. By the Honorable Mr. Flint,—Of the President, Directors and Company of the
“Grafton Harbor Company,

The Honorable the Speaker presented to the House,—A List of the Shareholders of
‘the Quebec Bank as on the 31st mber, 1882, .
. And also,~A List of the Shareholders of La Banque & Hochelaga as on the 31st
December, 1882,

Ordered, That the same do lie on the Table and they aro as follow :—
( Viide Sessional Papers, No. 19.)

The Honorable the Speaker presented to the House the Report of the Librarian.
The same was then read by the Clerk, and it is as follows :—
'TO THE HONORABLE THE SENATE OF CANADA, IN PARLIAMENT
' ASSEMBLED.

The Roport of the Librarian of Parliament respectfully sheweth:—

Since last Session, the Library Staff have been busily engaged—in addifion te
»ttl;olir' ordin::éy duties —in a careful comparison of the books on the shelves wi h'the
titles ente

in the Catalogues ; & work which is necessax"{, every fow years, in .rder
:19 ascertain existing deficiencies, attributable either to th

. e gradual, but unav.: iable
destruction, through long continued use, of books in frequent circulation ; or v, the
-aceasional loss of

8! ks, for. which no account can be given. The result of this inves-
tigation has * proved very satisfactory. The number of volumes missing and
Wmuntod for, is but small. At the same _time, it has been deemed advisablo, for
.no greater security of the collection, to exercise an increasing vigilance in restrain-
ing the access of the general public to the galleries surrounding the Library. .

The increase in ‘

‘the number of ‘books within the past year waaabove.the ave e,
For :1&3‘1?1 the balance of the ordinary grant for ;?;rchases . (after deducting suffi-
-clen (=)

ray accounts accumulated before its. receipt), was inconsiderable; yqéh
ugh the liberality of Government, a sum of about fifteen hundred dollars, stand-
to the credit of our contingencies—was “fc_rmitted to be used to purchase certain
valuable books, unexpectedly offered for sale i.nuouon at New York, in December
last. Theso books betonged to the late Dr. . B. O'Cailaghan, the wellknown
‘historian, formerly a lea%ing member of the Lower Canadg Parliament, whost
-acoumulations upon early Canadian history were of peculiar interest and value. Mp.
L.tiﬁ) ‘s.'ll”qfti was deputed from at:l;l;l ompleedul)i attend the ,sal_e";daudb};houg‘ the.oog
petition was keen, and prices generally ruled high, he succeeded in buying a num
-of books which will fng a notgwprt{y additiogx?‘ to our collection of works on the
history and literature of this country. e Vi
., And here I cannot réfrain from adverting to the loss sustained by the Dominion
in the death, last summer, of Mr. Antoine Garin-Lajoie, who was the prinpipaf:ssaig-
‘tant in this Library from 1856 to 1880, when he, was compelled tq retire from the
‘service, through failing health. Mr. Lajoie was highly esteemed and widely appre
dlated in Canada, not merely because of the exemplary dischiarge of his official dnii
and for his private worth, but espacially for his literary ability, which had sequry
him a place  in the front rank of French Canadian authors, Of late years, he h
lgk%sm; iefly addieted to historical studies, and had smassed & large f

nowledge on the history of Canada, which, had his life been apared, he purpo

to etibody in some connested treatise, Meanwhile, he was *aﬁ,v% w:i;y»& nender

‘;ﬁ‘ﬂgggg?;gmmu Yho sought. his aid, apon taplon.of eaguiry g0, whish bp
o n to be familiar, and all trequenters of this Library haye, reason fo x

the l&?f his g}éﬁtded‘ il:fg:maﬁotz?q a0d of his readinets in turning it to mmm

Pprac aocount;




