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Vovember, 1829 It was the pioneer ent.erpnse of the kmd in Upper Ca.nada But Mr. Merritt’s
spmt was indomitable ; he had noble coadJutors in the work, and it-was done, giving Mr Merritt

" & red-letter page of unsurpassed bmlha.ncy in the- hxstory of- Canadmn enterpnse :
ﬂ In 1832 Mr. Memtt was elected to parliament for Haldimand; was plwced on the ﬁnance |

commlttee, and served several years in that body, becommg chairman of the committee just men-
- tioned in January, 1838.. Asa legislator he looked well to the interests of the Welland canal ;

was & strong advocate of mterna,l 1mprovements generally ; took broad and statesman-hke views

' of all subJects coming up “for consxdera,tlon and was one of the most mdustnous and useful |

members of parliament. He was a. strong a,dvocate of the umon of Upper Canada and Lower -

' Canada,a raeasure which was effected in 1841. ' : : _
- During the period of his 1ecr1s1’a.t1ve career, the rebelhon occurred (183"’ ’38) but Mr. Merntt
entered into none of the xmhta.ry proveedmgs, demgna.tmo' the attempt at revolutmn as the

~ “Monkey War.” : : e X

_ . In 1840, Mr. Memtt who had lono' been a dlrector of. the Welland canal was again elected"

president of the. compa,ny, and continued to work with the utmost diligence for its interests
E He was rightly regarded as. the father of that 'rmnd pubhc work.  He favored the bulldmo' of

- the Welland ra1lwa.y, wb1ch now runs a.lono' ‘beside ’che canal, knowmo' that both would aid in . :
the development of the country . He took-a liberal and comprehenswe view of all such ma.tters,

a.nd labored untmnﬂrly to promote the welfare of Canada, until his death, Whlch occurred on the .
oth of July,1862. '

- Thomas Rodman. Memtt the younnest of the three sons who grew to manhood was edu-
cated at Grantham academy” and~Upper Canada colleo'e w'ns a merchant at St. Cathannes from

. 1844 to 1846; a miller for the next twenty-thlee years; a director of the Niagara sttnctf
. bank, for more tha.n twenty years; a member of the Dominion parha,ment from 1868 to 1814'

and is pow managing duector of the Wella.nd rznlway, vwe-presxdent of the Impena.l Bank
and ‘president of two or three local corpora.tlons. or socxet;e_s. - Rodmg.n Hall,” his home, is one

~ of the most elegant residences in the Niagara peninsula.
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THOMAS OLIVER MP., o

L I WOODSTOCKQ o
| : .
OMAb OLIVER who reéresents North Oxford in the Domlmon Pa,rha,ment is a native

of Suthellandshu'e Sootland ‘the son of Thomas Oliver, semor whose calling. was .that

| of a shepherd, and Janet née Walker, and was born in March, 1821, He was educa.ted in part

ina parish school, and fith a.ddxtlona,l pnva.te study fitted himself for an instructor. After

teachmg a pansh school two years in his- natlve county, he /ca;tﬁ tc»Canada. in 184:0 and located -
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