A GLANCE AT CANADA IN THE DAYS -

OF

THE VENERABLE MOTHER MARY OF THE INCARNATION.

EARLY in the sixteenth century, reports of the pro-
- gress_ of discovery in America began to make their
way to France, and, as a natural result, to arouse
emulation. For no one had the stirring tales a

- greater charm than for the reigning . Sovereign, -

Francis I., whose spirit of rivalry, thirst of glory, and
love of adventure, they were especially calculated to
stimulate. It would have been as repugnant to the
nature, as it was inconsistent with the pohcy of the

ambitious monarch, to permit the Kings of Spain* -

and Portugal + to monopolize the glory and the
advantages anticipated from possession of the western
world ; such an idea was not-to be for a moment enter-
tained. . If their banners waved over its.Southern
Continent, that was no reason, he argued, why France
should not unfurl her fair white lilies in the

*In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered the islands of the
Western Hemisphere, and took possession in the name of the
Spa.nish Sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella. At his third voyage,
in 1498, he added to the first discovery, that of the Continent of
South America.

+In 1500, Alvarez de Cabral, a Portuguese navigator, took
possession of Brazil for his royal master, Emmanuel, King of
Portugal. Amerigo Vespucci had discovered its coast in 1498.



