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THE MASS.

When we enter a Catholic Church the
first object that, attracts our attention is
the Crosss upon the Altar. It is sur-
rounded by candlesticks in which are
lighted tapers, beneath it is the taber-
nacle, with its small veil'd door. It is
unnecessary to state to a Catholic the
reasons why the grand emblem of
Ohristianity-the Cross-is placed upon
the altar. It occupies the highest place
on the exterior of the temple as it holds
the moet conspicuous position inside the
walls. It is ever present to the Catholic,
reminding him of the Paission of Our
Lord, and telling him of the price that
was paid for our salvation. That cross
brings back to mind the story of our
redemption-the sufferinge of Christ-
the blotting out of man's sinfulness-the
opening of the gates of heaven-the love
deep, endless, powerful of the Son of
God-the awfulness of sin-the ingrati-
tude of humanity-the dangers of the
past-the hopes of the present-and the
eternal promises of the future!

&s in days of old there was a spot in
the Temple called the Holy of Holies,
into which the High Priest entered once
in each year, and where the sacred ves-
sels, the ark, the golden candlesticks and
so forth, were kept, so in the Catholic
Church, we have the tabernacle, that
depository wherein the Host is kept,
and which is always locked. It in the
most sacred spot in all the sacred edifice.
It rests upon the altar, just in front of
the priest, in order that he may, when
circumstances require, open the door
and take out the. Blessed Eucharist,
whether to use it on the altar or to give
it to the faithful in sacranental form. In
front of the tabernacle there burns con-
tinually a small lamp.

In the use of lights and incense-a
practibis sneered at by the Protestant as
pagan,-we but read the touching story
of the early Church, when her children,
hunted by the persecutor, held their
religions meetings either at night, or in
subterranean places, whose gloon, - of
côurse, rendered the 'light of tapera ne-
cessary, and where the fumes of the cen-
sor, besides being familiar to the people
among whon Christianity sprung into
existence, were resorted to as a ireans of
dissipating unwholesome odours. In-
sprinkling the holy water on the fore-
head, we call to mind the far period-as
early as the beginning of the second cen-
tury-when salt began to be mixed with
the blessed water, in memory of Christ's
death; or, ias others will have it, as a
mystic type of the hypostatic union of
the two natures in the Radeemer. Ac-
cording to Tertullian, the eprinkling of
the hioly water- was " in memoriam de-
dicatioMis Chri.?

Ân Irish gentleman in searchi of a re-
Sligion, statea in lis exquisite little work

S h hurc tht Lhere ocured
hir a proof cf.e high antiquity fhe
religious observances of the :Catholies,
which etruckhim- more forcibly inas-
much .as it related to one of the moist
ridiculed practices,. that of beating. the
breast with'ihe clenched bande, at the

0 Confiteor and other parts of the service ;
a a practice which, in Ireland, drew down

on the Papista the well-bred appellation
of craw thumpers. "When I looked
around, however," says the author,"upon
the humble Christian, thus nick-named,
and remembered that St. Augustin him-
self, the pious and learned St. Augustin,
was also a craw thumper, I felt that to
err with him was, at least, erring in good
company, and proceeded to join the tun-
denteg pectora, as the*saint describes
them, with all my might."

We will now speak Io tne sacred ves-
sels and ornaments. Firstly the chalice:
it is*a.cup of gold or silver or both, that
the priest uses for the consecration and
reception of the precious blood. The
chalice was in use long before the days
of Christianity. Our Lord made use of
it when he performed the firet grand
consecration at the last supper. He put
wine into the chalice, and telling His
apostles that it was His blood, He gave
them the same to drink. For a long
Lime, in the first ages, the faithful re-
ceived Holy Communion under both
forme. But owing to the inconveniences
that natiurally arose, the danger of spill-
ing the contents, and the great increase'
in the number of Christians, the Church
wisely deemed it better to do away with
the Communion in that form. - The
chalice, however, was retained for the
priest, and it, in itself, telle of the Divine
erigin of the sacrifice of the Mass. The
patena is a amall plate of gold or silver,
that covers the chalice, and upon which
the priest places the Host which he effers
up and conseorates.

The ciborium is a species of covered
chalice that is kept in the tabernacle, in
which the Holy Eucharist is deposited.
There is alo a portablé tabernacle, in
which the Sacred Host is exposed for the
adoration of the faithful: it i called the
ostensoriurn. IL is used during the ser-
'vice of the benediction, and upon public
occasions when, in procession, the Host
is taken out. Such are the principal
vessels used by the prieat, and they have
each a special purpose, while they ail
date back to the dawn of Christianity.
In no other church are they ail to be
found; they are sacred because, being
consecrated by the bishops, they are
destined to be used in the temple for the
worship of God and for no other pur-
poses. If, of old, Baltazzar was stricken
down in the banquet of his glory while
abusing of the eacred vessels from the
temple, what may he not expect who re-
spects not the sacred vessels that have
been consecrated under the new dispen-
sation ?

The Church makes use of difrerent
colore in the various ornaments and vest-
mente, lu order to excite the required
dispositions in the breast of the faithful
according to the occasions and festivals
celebrated. There are five colonused-
white, red, purple, green and black. The
white reminds us of innocence and is
made use of on all grand and imposing
festivals such as Easter, Christmas, the
fests of the Bleesed Virgin Mary, and
upon aIl solemn and special occasions.
Red reminds us of charity, and is used
cspecially upon the feasts of sainte who 1
are marty;s-the red also recalling to
mind the blood that they shed for their i
faith, the great loving sacrifice of their I
lives which they willingly made, in order, i
in some way, to merit the stili greater
sacrifice of Lhe life cf Christ for Lhem.
The purple reminds us cf penance and
hope ;.iL is used during Advent and

Lent, tliose.spùo when we eXpçt
ed to.prep e -for the great st
Christmas sd Easter by faste, vigri
prayers-and penance; and it tell of the
hope thati wehave held out to usby the
coming into theworld and the death and
resurreotion of Christ. The green re.
presents faith, evergreen and lively, and
in used from the Octave of the Epiphany
to- Septuagesima, and fromi the Octave
of PentecSt to .Advent when there je no
reason for any other color. The black,
the sign of mourning, recalls the thought
of our destiny upon earti, the-grave.
It is used in all services for the dead, and
upon Goed Friday. It bespeaks the
union beyond the grave, the power of
prayer, the communion of saints, the
temporal punishment after death, the
darkness of the tomb, the hopes beyond
it. The sombre pomp of the funeral
service gives to theCatholic rites a speclal
meaning, tells theindurners of their own
last end, warns the erring that Divine
mercy has yet reserved for them mc-
mente for repentance and preparation,
proclaima to the thoughtless that they,
too, sooner-or later, muet be brought to
the sane spot, for them, also, one day,
the priest muet don- the vestmente of
black, and chant the Libera. Yes, every-
thing in the Catholie Church speake.
The ornaments, the very colore of the
vestments and those vestments them-
selves.

In closing this second article upon the
Mass, we will give the meaning of the
priest's vestments, and in the next
article we can commence the study of
the Mass itself.

let. The Amici: a piece of white linèn
which the priest passes over his head to
cover bis shoulders. It reminds us of the
moderation to be used in our words, and
the care we should have' to cover our-
selves (so to speak) in order not to be
distracted during Mass.

2nd. The Alb. a white robe fulland g
reaching to the feet. IL is a symbol of i
purity which the priest ehould carry to t
the altar, and which the people should 1
have while at the sacrifice, a

Srd. The Cord: a cincture to confine -1
the Alb. It represents the corde with
which Christ was bound during His
passion, and itl is an emblem telling t
us that we muet become detached t
from a sensual life and attached to
things of heaven, the Church and God. a

4th. The Maniple: an ornament which
the priest wears on bis left arm. IL was
formerly a handkerchif used to wipe
the tears and perspiration from the face.
It telle us of our duty of labor, of good a
works and their future reward.

5th. The Stole: an ornament which
613 priest passes over his neck and t
crosses upon hie breast. IL la the sym- a
bol of dignity and power. . It reminds us r
of the position occupied by the prient, of n
the respect due to him, and of the i
sacredness of hie office.

8th. The Chasuble : thie was formerly q
a large mantle, full and round, with an ri
opening in the centre through which to a
pass the head. Laymen Ps well as oc- b
clesiastics wore it. However, the former a
laid it aside, but the Church retained it d
for her priests. IL reminda us of the t
mantle of charity with which. we should t
cover ourselves, and it recalls to mind
the early days of the Church when the i
prieste wore those vestments almost c
continually. d

There are also the ornaments used by .c
the deacons, the subdeacons and those p
of the bishope. Now that we knowirthe r
meaning of the lights, the decoratiâns, a
the incense, the vessels, the vestments t
and all the colours used, we. will com- w
nnce with the.priest, at thLe foot of the o
altar, and follow him on through Lhi l
Mfass, reflecting upon each part and .i
studyingAue dread sacrifee in all its si

ls asomuiceatsu yel every-htse usbut
ihe:peuiiötn of the blòedy sacrific
îof Calvrày il an unbloodynanner,
tlnughoui Lhme ages, for the salvation,
redemption, future happinessand glory
of maikind

AT IT AQAGN.

Despite its redueed .-influence the
Canada Revue keeps on getting worse
ànd worse in its abominable attackyp'on
the Church and upon ai thinus sacred.
As in the case lut year, so again:tibs
year, while its productions were confined
to its own pages and-~to the French
language we always allowed it to Pase
unnoticed; but when the English press
ees fit to fill columus with translations

of the very worst specimens of anti-
Catholic and antfi-Christian effusions
from that uncompromising opponent of
all that we hold in veneration, then it is
time for us to have our say in the matter.
In the Daily Witness of Saturday we
find a lengthy quotation from the
Canada Revue in which-to the delight
of the Witness-that organ not only
openly assails the Church and the clergy,
but, by means of -vile insinuations, ow
assertions, the raking up of a dead issue
that when living the partizans of anti-
clericalism could not maintain, and by
remarks that could only emanate from
seekers after scandal, strives to sow the
evil seeds of that corrupt plant-irre-
ligion-imparted here from the hot-beds
of European infidelity. The Witness
hmas a bonanza these days; between com-
nents upon Father Lacasse's new work,
and copions extracts from the Canada
Revue our "only religious daily" has a
splendid opportunity of disþlaying its
Christian spirit and putting into practice
-after its own fashion-the command-
ment that forbids "bearing false witness
against our neighbour." If we are to
believe that "bearer of false witnes "
here are several actions to be taken.
by individuals-names unmentioned-
against the publishers of the elendid
work in which the Oblate Father shows
up the real enemies of Catholicity.
Probably the Witness is pleased to know
hat it is not the only exponent of
hought that is subjected to libel suits
when it seeks to individualize in its
.ttacke upon either religions or politicai
principles.
This is becoming- quite a trick on the

part of those enemies of Catholicity.
The' moment tbey are devoid of any
arguments to sustain their contentions,
and that they find they have gone be-
rond their depth, they rush to the Pro-
ihonotary's office and issue writs to the
amount at which they value their own
eputations and opinions. Wheu this le
ot a proceeding too certain of succeus
t becomes necessary to get up a littie
ensationalism therewith. At an hour
whon no person is around to either oor-
oborate or disprove a fact, on a day and
t a time when no man could reasonably
e supposed to be in an office writing, an
ttempt to murder a leading actor in the
rama is reported. Every precaution is
aken that no person is in the way of the
errible bullet, but traces of its fearful
ourse are left on the walls. it ie pass-
Ing-trange how suddenly this sensation
ollapsed; ihow little effort was nade to
etect the abominable criminal; lhow
arefully the 'veilei inuendoes were
enned; and how' nioely it all cor-
esponded with the approaching trial of
case in which the intended victim was
o measure swords -before the courts-
with adistinguisbed and venerable prince
f Lhe Churoh. Deeply as Franoe's
iberal-Catholicism has implanted itseif
n certain -portions of our social garden,
till a not yet propered to "take


