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CONCERNING TIHE NO'l'ONlý:C 'l).D. ANI) SOME RECEN I
%VRITERS ON 11EMI P l'EROI.O(;.

BV J. R. DER LA TORRE IIUENO, NEW YORK.

These notes are called forthi specificaliy by a paper in ',Li Feuille de
jeuntes Naturalistes" (Rennes), by A. Deicourt, entitled "De la Né~cessité
du vie Revision des Notonèctes de Franice," but tiiey lead natiraiiy t,
sorie considerations oni recent work.

NI. Dl)ecourt clainis titat a revision of Frenclt Nototîectids is necessary.
and not beisg fainiliar with his region, we will not dispute it, but wlien liv
develops bis argument it beconies necessary ta differ fromn him. I-le fail,
at once lîtto the error wicli has lead asîray more titan one Heinipterisi,
namneiy :titat colatir alone is a sufficient character for the différetiationi
of species iii water-bugs, wiîet lu ai recetît work, it is muore often than niît
negiected. Aly awn careful sidies of the commita and abtîndant Norti,
Americati zotonectîî undu/lata, Say, htave toade this plain ta nie, becaits,
liere ive have ait inseet covering a great range, and which ks apt ta diffel
greaîly iii series froîts otte and the sanie pontd, varying front a pitre wiitu
ta nearly black. But t/îey art one umd the sane species. These coloti
variations in Y. glanai appettr ta troubîle M. I)e!couirt very much. Thii.
no doulit, is due ta his unfamiiiarity wiîi atîy work liter titan D)r. P'utoi',
very nieritorious "Synopsis des Hénîipteres liétéru1îêres de France." ht
is tîaturally ual ta be expècted tlisa a Fretncht aiitor slsoîld ie îîosted ont
wlîat s datte 0o titis side of lthe water. But wlsy igniore KirkaIdyý
I'Revisiots of tue Noîoiecîide "?, lut tiîis the ensire question of tihu
syîîoîtyay ai Motonecta glaucaz is gone ita, snd lie indicales the differeirît
varieties ista whicis the species may lie differeisîiated, ail tbis afler a
careful exaîniîîatîoîs of lise typies, so is work may lie cansidered nearh
definite. And, furîlser, lise saisie autisor îsublisied recentiy "Ub(r;
Nlotaonectidein,"5 in wisici wlserever correctiont ln his previaus wark weiL

necessary lie inade tiseii, lhereby bringing ta date his earlier "Revision.
Had the Frenich reviser been familiarwiîiî tisese lwo articles lie woîîld not
have deemed il necessary ta propose tise work he cortîemplaîes, eve",
going ta tise extent of pronîising a revisian of PaIsearctic forms i

As for lise remnaiîsder of M. I3elcourt's paper, once he deparîs 1rai,
the speculalive and arrives ai the concrete, it is nat enîirely valuelec,
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