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,CEVTUriI-S COIý'QURSTS IN
TRIE PAICIFIC.

lu this ocean (ln the latter part or last
century, Captain ConIe made bis most
numerous discoveries ; and the stary of bis
travels excitcd the greatest iatcrest through-
out the British Islts. His terrible death, at
tht hands ai the savages aiflHawaii, ia 1775,
intensified tht interest ; and Christian men,
awakening ta the full farce oh the Master's
ast command ta evangelise tht world,

began ta inquire if this was not a sphere for
gaspel efflort.

f But the Christian conscience ai Britain
jwas now stirring towards tht inhabitants ai

the South Seas. As soon as the London
Missanary Saciety was iaunched, in 1795,
ilsfilrst effort was directed towamds tht
Pacific. Tht ship Du,& was secured, and
thirty mi5sionatis set sai an 9th August,
1796.

Many scouted the proposai, and deemed
it a mad venture Tht natives afi Tabiti,

* among whom thcy landed, seemed af a mild
and cheerfial disposition. A dloser acquaint-
ance reveaied a people sunk la tht lowest
depîlis oai vce. They wert indolent and
licetiaus, vindictive and malevolent, with
social habits repulsive and obscene, and
religiaus rites that mingled human sacrifices
with. abominable debaucheries. There was
no settied gavenmtnt, althaugh there was
a king and numeraus chicis. Lawlessness
prevailed. Wams were incessant and bloody
and tht slaughter spared neither sex r

~ .age. Infanticide was pactised. Drunken-
ness, learned froim the scum ai civilisation

.'that settied in their midst, numbered its

vactims. And it seemed as if the island
woul bespeeilyswep ofits population.

Tht Tabitians themselves coafessed they
* ~were « «the remnant ai mca and thtead ai

the people." Sttp iom ane island ta
panother an these7 twenty-four graups, and a

similar condition ai things is present cd. Tht
r. igbtiul desceat ai man was humiliating in

tht extreine, and tht hopeiessness ai aay
'effort ta raise him seemed written acrass

tht task as with a ptn ai adamant.
But what appears ater a century of

~'tht Cross la the Pacific? It is Wellaur
vision ranges aver ten decades instead ai
ane. For the irst ten years scarcely a
break appears on the horizon ai ait this
heathen darkoess. Amid twetve years ai

* labouranxiety and peril these messengers
ai peace tailed inTahiti. Everythiag they

* possessed they lost, except their iaitb in
God. Even with same that faltered , and

* ail once quitted tht island except two, wha
bravely stuck ta their post. In tbret years

* mare their faiîh was rewarded. Tht king
cmnbraced Chrislianity ; bis chiei priest
publicly burned bis idois and saaght in-
structian fromt tht missionaries. Natives
wcre faund ta be praying ta tht living God.
In 1817 tht mission was reiniorced by tht
arrivai ai John Williams and athers ai like
devation. It was well . a flerce struggle
was about ta hegia. The heathen party
were in tht majarity, and tenaciously clung
ta their idols. They raised the standard ai
revoit, and proclaimed extermination ai ail
Christians, missionamies included. They
wcre deieated, and tht ciemeacy af their
conqucrars meltcd them more than their
eachiag. They ecpected ta be siaughter-
ed,,but were spiredaud treated with kiud-

-'ness. Tht religion that begat sncb un-
heard-of memcy appealed ta tbem. But it
was flot tilti 181-two-aud-twty years

* aiter the missionaries laaded-the first
Christianbaptism was ceiebrated. Theyeam
follawing, î,6oo was added ta the Church.
Tht idls disappeared, churches and schools
were erected, and tht natives now yeamned
ta carry tht message afIl"peace ar'd gond
will"'lta other islands ai the Pacific

Cross ta Tongatabu, in tht Frieadly
Islands, and there as even a fiercer struggie
in those eatly days. The haue is flot *on
tilIt rec missionaies bave laid dowu their
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lives, and the others ire stripped o ai al theY
possessed and leit ta perish. They sought
shelter in a cavern by the scashore, and
were rescued by tht timely arrivai ai a ship.
flut,undaunîed, they returned and rcmained.
At ast the.y .%a- the bard heathenism yield,
and the cross wave irs binnem aver the
land.

If north we pass ta tht Sandwich
Islands, where dweil the murderers af
Iritain's tealess navigatar, Captain Cook,
ltis ta li<e scones aficIalousy, bloadshed,
aud abscenity we are at fist intraduced.
But here is au instance where God causes
Ilthe wrath af man ta praise Hlim." Tht
peaple ai H4awaii had struggled and faught
and groaned under the opprestion ai their
idohatraus and superstitious system. And
when an ail-powcrlul king-Kanmehamebha-
died, thcy rose in revoit, destroyed their
Mios, razed their temples, abolisbed the
priesthood, and condemned human sacrifices
A Hawaiian youth had gant ta America ia
179S. His appearance and bis stary awak-
ened tht sympatby af the Presbyterian
Churcb, and, in 1820, missionarîts wcre
dr.spatched ta labar in thest dreaded Sand-
wich Islands. When thcy landcd, they
found tht people acrually waiting to be led
in tht way of trutb. With hope and vigaur
was the work undertaken, and erelang tht
wbole group was Cbristianiscd.

In tht Hetvcy Group John Williams is
iound iaboring, combating, with twa fellow-
labarers, a mast formidable savageismi. Tht
liceatiausness af tht natives was sa brutal
that the wivts af the first teachers were
airaid ta live among them. Vet here, in
Aitutabi and Rarotonga, which he discover-
cd, he achieves his grcatest victories. But
not ont reef ai tht Pacific satisfies him.
Tht New flebrides, reparted ta be blood-
thirsty aad cruel, attracts hlm. At twa ai
tht isiands ht meets a warm weicome, but
tht Erramangans lure bam and bis com-
panions ashare, and then butcher themn with
their clubs, and pierce thcmn with their
arrows, littie more than fifty years ago.
Five-and-twenty years later, these samne
savagesreddcn thear soil with tht blaad ai
tht tbree Gardons. But ta day this can-
aibal race are reckaned amang the mast
gentle, kind-heartcd, and willing ai Chtis-
tian people. Two sans and a nephew cf thr
man who miurdered Jahn Williams, and an
aid man wha kiled a teacher tht day james
Gardon felu a martyr, are amangst tht most
earnest and dtvattd members af tht Chris-
tian Chumcb.

In Samoa, wherc Mr. R. Louis Steven-
son bas takea op bis abode, a friendly re-
ceptian was accordcd by tht chief, Malietaa,
ta tht gospel heralds whea first tbey landed.
But an insighit ia tht cbaracter ai tht
people theV came ta regenerate, they re-
ceived tht first weeks af their stay. An
intertribal war was in process ; tht district
ai Aana was in fiames. A long sanguinary
canflict ensncd, and Malietoa triumphcd.
Then tht missionarits were tht btlpltss and
unwilling witnesses ai ane af tht most hor-
rible scenes ai native warfare. Fumnaces
were preparcd, four hundered ai tht van-
quisbed wtrt stized, castinjta thtm, and
cansumed. 'Such was tht pristint purity
and innocence ai a people without Chris-
tianity.

But instances multiply. Dr. John G.
Patan bas made us familiar with tht scenes
in Tanna, Rev. James Chalmers with tbose
in New Guinta. Elsewhtreihtre bas been,
and there is, the same canfiict, with greater
or lesser intensity. Tht heroism ai tht
mer' and women wha have nobly borne it
must ever stand in tht highest ranIe. Ta
front tht savage club and hoid on through
years ai peril and gloom, attimes abate-
and yet flot aione-reveals a fortitude, a
daring, and a faith ai a truly heroic mould.
Tht raolai martyrs is by na means small.
Few are tht islands that have flot their
monuments. But to-day the testimony is
borne, at the close ai neariy a ccctury's
labor, that in ail tht graups, irom Tahiti ta
New Guinea, Cbistianity is established,
with the exception z3f a few islasds in the
west and norîh-wes.-Rcv. Robe~rt 3Mac-kcic, o.A., in V. P. Missiona Py Record.

(?To bcconlinued.)

PULPIT, PES 11 M >A'fORALf

Damner:- The truth as fnot sa much that
man bas conscience, as that conscience has
Man.

Ram's Horn The prayer that does
neot bring us dloser ta God takes us farther
front Him. ______

The Interior:. That is no gospel prench-
ing which leaves aut righteousncss, teni-
petance and the judgment ta corne.

Lutheran Observer: Church miember-
ship is ane thing, but saving faith and per-
sonal godliness is quite another thing.

Young Men's Era : The courage which
we need ta cultivate is not the sort that
faces giatit enemies but the sort that walks
undisturbed among the littie difficulties of a
day. _________

Thea. L. Cuyler, D.D.: God neyer
bas buit a Christian strong enough ta stand
tht strain af present duties and ail tht tons
af to*morraw's duties and sufierings p7îled
up on top of them.

Bible Reader: It is a gond thing ta
hold the tangue when it is about ta ruo
away, but it is folly ta spend one's whole
lufe holding it when it migbt be trained teaa
praper andi safe gait.

Jeremy Taylor: No man Cao hinder
aur private addresscs ta God ; every man
can build a chapel in bis breast, himself the
priest, bis heart the sacrifice, and tht earth
lie treads on the altar.

R. S. Storrs, D.D. : A debt which the
church dots fnot risc ta pay is a rapt about
its neck with an anchar at the ather end,
and will drowa it. But if it rises to pay it,
the debt becamnes a necklace af pearis, a
tiara af diamonds.

Dr. A. McLaren . Ta pursue jay is ta
hase it. Tht way ta get it is ta folhaw steadi-
ly tht path af duty, without tbinking of joy,
and then, like sleep, it cornes mast surely
unsaught, and wc " bcing in tht way," the
angel ai God, hbrîght-haired joy, is sure ta
meet us.

Dr. A. T. Piersan . la 1866, wben 1
was fitst in Europe, 1 cauld not carry a copy
af the Bible insîde tht walls ai Rame. Last
year there weic twenty.nine Protestant
chapels in tht cîxy af Rame, and preaching
openly carried an in thtm with impuaîty,
tht Pape and cardinais fioding it impossible
ta interfere.

Prtsbyterian Witness- Successive gen.
erations ougbt ta bt impraving. Our op-
partunities are ainpltr, aur advantages
greater. Schools and calleRes mort numer-
nus and far betttr equipptd ; bettttr bouses
ta live in ; betttr roads ta travel on ; more
time for reading and thinking, mare baoks,
more periadicals and papers,-sucb are
some af aur advantages and privileges.

S. S. Tmes . Work for others is tht
best work for ourselves. If we exert aur-
selves unselfishly for others, we may be af
service ta tbem ; but, whether we are or
not, we ourselves are sure ta bt benefited in
the effort. The man who lives whllty far
binîself is af no use ta anybady. Only tht
man wba includes others in bis plans and
efforts is of service ta athers or ta him-
self. ________

Tht Congregationalîst : There is same-
thing in tht reply af a minister who was
asked why be stayed an in an uncongenial
field whtn beeniight easily bave faund an op.
partunity for change. I wish ta raist tht
average duration of the pastarate," he re-
plied. Tt is flot ta br gainsaid that many
ministers spend their energy ini seeking a
better place, and that many pastorates are
taa sbart for tht gaod ai tither chnmch or
minister.

zcacber auib %cIolar.
teb rd, j TUE TRANSFICURATION.Liake lx.

Rend nko alaiîthew xvii, . s*,; Mark lx- 2-13.
GOLDEN TeXT.-.%ark xvii. s.

Scripatural Readings:A M. iMttheW XVi. 24-
28;1 Luke ix. 23-27-Loisesand1( Gains Compired.
T. D!Ute(Onenîy XXXiV, a.xa-D.ath ai Moses.
IP. Il. Kings ii. 1.t5-Tranaiatin oaiEhijab.
r4I Luke iX. 28-.6-Trilt Transfiguration. F.
MIbjtew xvii. i S-The Vaice front the Chaud.
S.ý J ahai. i-14.-NVe tiehetd 11h Glary. Sti.
IL. ['cir i 1-2E -Eye-.itneàses ai Ilis Nlnjcsty.
'rimý.-Suin ner uf A. D. 29, a wetk alter lait
lejs.îii. Llac. -Uncetaiîn ; simnc say bit. Tabtor
in Giie ; samne Mt. ilerman.

I. The Mountain Frayer-meeting.
V. 28.-I,, iast ik.jurà Jeàus Luli.sliii disciples
afi las cming sufieringsand death.Ilis full sig-
nifcance tley cuuldnont understand, but il must
have fiield thcm witb aoxious fears and question.
ings. Ta sustain their failla and hope, and cheer
them, jesus asks Peter, James ani John ta a h*tgh
motiniain, aparlta pray. This is how God's
chidren are to bc supported in darkness and fear,
ly prayer. Fojur anly werc nt this meeting, but
now honorcd and privilcgcd the threc disciples
wcre. lesus stili meets witb twn or threc. Il
dotsnont latke aumbers ta pracurd the biessing,
but tht way ta get ht is ta bc where Jesus invite%
us. This special season af prayer prepares for
some new aod speciai divine manifestation.

II. The Transfiguration of Jesus.
V.29.-r. * lis ta.,± (%Iti. X5aî.2.> ul sane asaîae
sun." 2. "RIis raiment was white as tht iglt.*'
The sun and the light for giory and beauty cauid
ahane express the radiant glories ai Jesus' face.
wben Ris heaveniy nature shane througb the veil
of Ilii flesh, givinz us a bint, pcrhaps, aofrteresur.
rection body. M'oses' face shoot wiitreffected
piory wbea lie came down fra.-n 5mai, but the
face ai Jesus did s0 wîth innale, inherent lighi.
Christ's peaple airea ln piayer have hail sorrow
turard imua joy, darlcness inoa ighî, have hadl ail
thinRs transigured as it werc.

III The Attendants at the Trann-
figuration. V. 30 33 -Twofiaom heavez,,
&iu5es and itaas, thrte cohm eartb, Peter, James
and John. Elîjaha did nat die, but was îranslated,
Moses died in circumstances ai special salemniîy
and honour. 'Now bath appear in giory, as re-
gards theit bodies, like tbat af Jesus, but less
radiant. This was calculated ta cheer tht dirca-

-pIes. If Moses aod Ruas were s0 glariaus, what
woutd jesus bc alter Ilias death. Moses was tht
ropresentative anîd gaver ai the law. through
whom had been instituted tht sacrifices which
Chtist fultihîrd, and wtaîch expiained His sacrifice

up > h cos. which ta greaily troubledl the das-
ci tepies. Eiîjah representedl the prophets who fobre-
b.ld .rtocaing of Chuist. Now tht appearance
ai bath with Him s,:rangly attests that lit wzs
tht pramiscd NMessiah tu wbam ail tht Iaw and
tht praphets bear witness. Peter, James and
John were tht cartbly attendants whase vision af
the future ile and ptary bad ta be cleared, and
thear laith confirmed ihat thty might be Ris wit-
nesses (2 Peter i. :6-iS). Onty soanething exceed-
ingly important couid be a sufficient reason for the
appearance on eaith of Mosesand Vinas wih jesus.
Ir tesîafied ta tht deep intertstalt beaven, and espe-
ciaily the rchurcb ofthe cdeem:-d, tank in Jesusaod
Ris mission. Thty spake of His decease wvhich
lie sbauld accompliish at leru;alem. Thet ey
rhiog that Peter could not bear ta rhiok or hear ai
was that whîcb brougbt back Moses Andri las t0
carth. Many things would neyer bc tht saine la
tht disciples as belore. jesus wauld nat. tht
question ai tht resurtectian ai tht dead wouhd
ont, th2 zmpossibility ai suffering and at tht

s .met ture of glory wauui lnat, tht reward ai God's
suffering saints 'vould bc a cerlainty, and that
heaven thaugit unseen may bc lying about us.
Peter saad unta Jesus, «I.Master, ir as god for us
ro be hcr." Tht campany ai Gjd's people as
gonddfom us. They sou' Ris giary ; tht whole
thing was a rtalaty, il n-as Onot a dreain or
vision.

I'V. The Voice front Heaven. V.
34'-36.-In tht midsî ai ibecir cnhavers .tion a

trgrciaud (Mît.) overshadowcd îhem ; and
thcy fcared etc. The. stiangcntss and gtasy ai ail
aver-awed thein. Il recalis the Shekinah of tht
wilderncss wandcrings. an incarnation ai tht in-
e ffable iight aof Uod, veitung ils glary, yet maiing
it visible to moan, as the ,clouds that veil tht sun
eniable us who cannat sec' inîc 'Ms face, yet ta sec
bis beauty and glarY<v.35). " -An(tberc came a vaice
out ai tht cioud," etc. ; the samte vaicc wbichbhad
once before been heard nt [lis baplasm, and again
now as Hte stood on thet tbeabr1, 0£aiILS passion.
Ilear Himn. Gad speaks to us n0w by His spirit
!O tht Word (2 Pet. 1. 19, 2o) Let us hear and
heed Him speakingthere. **They kept il close,"
etc. If itliras bard for tht tweive ta understand His
death, ochers irere 5h1i ess prepircd for [r yeî.
A fit turne would camte and did ta tel] ail that mea
migbt believe and be savcdl by Ibis deatb. <MNazk,)
Ttîey questiooed anc wth anothe:, what tht rising:
icoin tht dearl shouid menu. Thtetliigs afI His
caming sufféings and death and this gioriaus ligbt
gave them nsuch food for thought. Jr gave theina
new and wider ou look in ail tbings. Sa stil tht
sctiptures open up cver new and widening themes
for thought which'hifts tht soul andi give glimpszs
or and iongings for bicher, tulier, mare piarlous
ile.


