PLEASANT HOURS.
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Slaying the Dragon. '

BY MRS. D. 0 CLARK,

CHAPTER IL
PRECEPT AND FPRAOTICE

That same night Erastus Dow was
«tricken with delirium tremens, and for
weeks his life hung trembling in the
valance, A strong constitutlon tri-
aaphed over the discase and he came
back alowly to convalescence. Feéling
<oftened by this terrible experlenco, and
quite ready to make good resolutions for
tho future, he sent for his minlster to
rome and talk with him.

“I'm a hard lookin’ cove, parson,” sald
Rast, as the minister entered the humble
cottage. “My craft come purty near
goin' to the boitom, but I rather guess 1
shall float this time.”

*“ My unfortunate friend,” replied Mr.
Felton, “give God the glory for your
marvellous recovery. He has glven you
one more opportunity to repent, and woe
be unto you i{f you do not embrace it.
1 am truly sorry to find you so low down
in the gutter, and trust that the terrible
cxperience through which you have just
passed, which was heaven's just pepalty
for your sin, may work in you the peace-
able fruits of righteousness. 1 hope you
have sent for me in order to converse
upon religlous themes.”

Dow looked upon the stately minister,
clad in the richest broadcloth, with feel-
fngs akin to awe, But the polished lan-
zuage which came from those lips con-
veyed but Mttle meaning to his beclouded
:rain, and he stared vacantly at the
peaker,

** Mr. Felton wants to know why you've
seut for him,” interposed Phoebe, see-
tng her husband’s lock of perplexity.

** Wal, you gee, parson,” sald the man,
plucking nervously at the bedclothes,
‘gense I've ben lyin’ here I've thought.
of a good many things, an’ one was thet
drink want the best thing fur me.”

‘“ You are right there, Erastus,” sald the
minister emphatically, ‘It is very evl-
dent that you have a natural craving for
alcohol, You have indulged this appe-
tite until it has become your master, and
you are its slave. There {5 no cour.e
open to you now but abtstinence, total, en-
tire. You must not allow another drop
to pass your lips unless you desire to
have a recurrence of delirlum tremens.
‘The doctor says you cannot survive an-
other attack.”

The sick man shuddered at the minis-
ter’s closing words. “I'd do most any-
thin', parson, ruther than live over the
Jast few weeks. No one knows what I've
suffered only those es has had the
tremens. Thare's ben many a night
when Tom Kinmon an' Tyler Matthews
had all they could do ter keep me on the
ved. Thare were snakes a-crawlin’ over
the bed an' winding themselves round
my neck. An’ then thare was a horrible
lookin' beast, llke pictures I've seen of
dragons, an’ it kept comin’ nearer an’
nearer till I would struggle an’ scream
from fright, an' then the monster would
creep away only to come back agin ez
soon es it was dark.”

“Ugh !” and Rast shuddered as he re-
called these painful scenes, and placed
his hands over-his eyes as though to blot
out the sight from his memory.

“ Ruther than hav the tremens again,
parson,” he continued, “I'd leave off
drinkin’, an' sign the pledge. I hev
thcught the matter over a good deal since
I've been lying here, an’ Phoebe, she said
so much ter me about signin’ off, thet I
thought I'd talk it over with you au’ git
your advice.”

* 0 my busband, my husband ! sobbed
Phoebe, falling on her knees, and bury-
ing her face in the bedclothes. ¢ You
will be a saved man if you will only do
this. We will. be happy again, and per-
baps our Jamie will return to us, and we
will teach him better things.”

The sight of his wife's emotion moved
Rast to tesars. * Poor Jamie !” he whis-
pered, “eof I'd hev set him a xood ex-
ample, he'd never hev grown up aech a
wild cove. Wal, parson, what d'yer
think _

* Brastus, no one could more heartily
approve your plap than doX. You have
a natural appetite for alechol, and you.
have indulged this appetite.-to an alarm-
ing extent. TYour will has become en-
fcebled, and no longer rules. It is
chalped—the slave of your appetite. The’
only safe course open to you, ia abstin-
onos, If signing ‘the pledge’ will help
you to keep your resolutions, I see no
objection to your taking it. Your case
& an extrems one, therefore extreme
measures muat be used.' 8till, you must.
bear in mind, Brastus, that your help

‘168 10 God—not In a pledxe.

X Bave safd, I.have safd.

It you do .

Rast drank in with eagerness ave
word which the minister uttered, R‘;y-
solution was written on als countenance,
and already the dawn of a new manhood
shono in bis eyes. .

“ Couldn't you draw mo up a’pledge
on a plece of paper T he Inquired, after
2 moment's silence.

“Thank God! Thank GodI"
Phocbe, with streaming eyes,

Tertainly. Erastus,” gafd the minis-
ter, and taking a slip of paper from his
note-book, he wrote theso words @

“ God helping me, 1 will drink no more
intoxicating liguor as a beverage.

“ Signod.”

* Put your name right after the word
signed,” sald Mr. Felton, handing paper
and pencll to the filsherman. With
trembling fingers the drunkard wrote his
name as he had been directed.

* Nnw, parson,” he sald, handlng the
paper to Mr. Felton, * jest put your name
down alongsldo of mine, so es ter make a
kind of contract between us. "T'will help
me lots, 1 know, The fellers at tho
Maypole hev ged lots of hard things about
you, but I've never b'leeved a word on't.
If you sign this paper with me, 1t'1l stop
all the tongues in Falrport thet's been
blowin' es how you loved wine better
than souls. Come now, parson, will you
do it 7

The Rev. Phineas drew back haughtily,
at thls uncouth proposal, and did not
deign to see the paper which was held out
for his signature,

* My friend,” he began, * you have en-
tirely mistaken the meaning of my
words, if you have concelved the fdea
that I advocated total abstinence for
everybody. Far from it Total ab-
stinence and the pledge system 8re ox-
treme measures to be employed only In
extreme cases. When a man gets into
that condition where his will power is
gone, and all bis strength of character
is gone, too, then these outside influences
may come in to act as props until the
man can once more stand alope. You,
Erastus, have come to this deplorabie
state through over indulgence. I advise
you to adopt total abstinence for the rea-
cson specified. 1t is the only safe course
open to you. On the other hand, I am
strong, judicious in the induigence of
appetite, and use moderation in all
things. Our cases are as far removed as
the opposite poles of the battery. Why
should I, then, who feel no need of rc-
struction, sign away my moral liberty 7

* Because a weaker brother, one for
whom Christ dled, asks You who are
strong, to help him conquer the demon
withi. him. He asks you, I ask you,
in God’s name, to stretch forth your
hand, and help litt him from the pit into
which he has fallen. Dare you refuse,
-you who are Christ’'s servant, you who
stand In Christ's stead, entreating men
to come back to God ? Dare you, I say?”
and Phoebe clutched at the minlster's
sleeve in the frenzy of despair. N
-**Woman,” sald Mr. Felton, steraly,
“you are beside yourself, or you would
not address such language to me, Yes,
I dare follow in the footsteps of my Mss-
ter. He came eating and drinking. He
preached moderation, and condemned
gluttony. So do 1. You beg your hus-
banc's salvation of me. God alone can
create in.him a clean heart, and renew a
right spirit within him. I will gladly
stretch forth my hand and lift him from
the depths it T can do this without sacri-
ficing a principle of my being. When
you ask impossibiiities, I can but refuse.”
Erastus Dow’'s face bad been slowly
darkening during Mr. Felton's speech.
When the minister bad finished, he broke
forth in a sullen tone :

“Es near es I ken make out, parson,
total abstiner:ce ain’t ter be found in the
Bible, and mod'rate drinkin’ is. ‘Praps
you ricollect jest quotin’ some Scripter

cried

when it want abused. How is it, par-
son? Doos the Bible back up your
views

“It does mnot,” cried Phoebes, with
dblanched-lips, as she realized whither her

-huaband’s thoughts were drifting. * The

Btible says, ‘Look not thou upon the wine
when it is red : when it giveth its colour
fn the cup: when it moveth itselt
aright: at the last it biteth like a
serpent,
Believe me, Erastus, this is God’s tru:h,
It 1z the truth your mother tatght you
when you were a child, Alil other rea-
soning is from-the evil one.”

Rast still kept his eyes fastened upon
the minister’s face.

“Which of yon is right, parson ! he
sald, at feagth.

* Rrastus,” replied Mr. Feilon, * what
I cannot again
repeat my lige of argument. I fear you

ment, and time spent tkis way is lost
time.” »

w0t look fo himi for streagth, you Wwill

Bible 7’ persisted the fishermar,
“Certalaly. _ .

LGN

which-sed es how a leetle wine was good.

and stingeth like an adder.”

are islking simply for the sake of argu--

. “Do you git your argyment out the ]

As quick as a flash, Rast tore his pledge
into plcces, and scattered the bits of
paper on the Noor,

“Pboebe, d'yer hear 7 Tae Bible up-
holds mod'rato drink!/n’, and ths parson
practices {t. D'yer think 1'm going ter
rot mycelf up ter Lo better'n them? No
sir, you bot 1 don'tt 11 be a mod'rate
drinker. It's good company I'm fin,
wifo."

Mrs. Dow bLurst fato passionate weep-
ing, and the clergyman took his hat, and
propared to leave,

‘* Erastus Dow,” he sald, sternly, “I for-
bid you using such abusive languags ‘o
my presence. You have wiolly miscon-
stried my words and reviled my counsels.
I will now leave you. 1If at somo future
time you should deosire spiritual help, 1
shall he sincercly glad to Impart ft. 1
trust you may soon be in your right
mind,”

As ha left the room, Mrs. Dow turneil
upon him such a look of reproach and
anguish, as haunted the worthy divine
for maany a day.

““You need not troubls to come again,”
shosaid. “Itv le of no avall”

{To be continucd))

LESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE LIFX OF JEAUS.

—

LESSON IV.~JULY 22.

PETER'S CONFESSION AND CHRIST'S |

REBUKE.
Matt. 16, 13-26, Memory verses, 24-26.

GOLDEN TEXT.

It avy man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his crogs, and
foliow me.—~Matt. 16. 24.

OUTLINE.
1. Wrong Concepticns of our Lord's
Mission, v. 13, 14. ‘

2. The Right Conception of Our jord's
Mission, v. 16-20,

3. Our Lord Foretells His
21-23,

4. The Terms of Discipleship, v. 24-26.

T.me —A.D. 29,

P.ace.~Near to Caesarea Philippi.

LESSON HELPS,

14. “Jokn the Baptist"~—~Who had
been put to death by Herod, and was be-
lleved to have risen again, * Ellag"—
The prophet Elijah, who was expected
to appear before the coriing of the Mes-
siah, because of some mystical words of
the prophet Malachl. * Jeremias'’—The
prophet Jeremiah, who, superstitious
Jews belleved, was to come to earth
again.

16. * The Christ”—That is, “the Mes-
siah.” " The Son ot the living God "—
Not “ one of the sons of God.”

17. “Bar-jona’—Son of Jonah. *‘ Flesh
and blood '—No merely human teaching
or knowledge could have produced this
thought.

8. “ Upon this rock "—The testimony
of Jesus; the truth of Jesus’ Messishship.
“Build my church“—The first mention
of the church as separate from the syna-~
gogue. “ Gates of hell”—The gate
stands as the symbo] of power.

18. ¢ Keys"—Power and authority.
*“Bind on earth . . bound in heaven”
—A parallel passage shows that the other
apostiea were iacluded in this general
grant of authority. * To bind is to im-
pose an obligation as binding; tn lcose
is to deciare a precept not binding.'—
Bishop Merrill

20. *““Tell no man —Because the truth
could not be understood as yet, and the
aposties themselves were not yet sum-
clently Instructed to preach the doctrine.

24. “1f any man will coms "—That i3,
*If any man chooses to come.” “ After
me *—Jeaus ‘was going to his throne and
crown, but by way 9o i{goominy and
death. ‘*Let him dzny himself " Self
{s Christ's chief and most cherishad rival
in every heart; and devotion to self, in-
stead of to Christ, is the very soul and

Death, v.

essence of men's alns.  Mence self-dania)
Is the first step toward true dlsclple-
ship.”—Curry.

HOMR READINGE

M. Poter's ronfesalon.—Matt., 18, 13.30.
Tu. Christ's Rebuke. - Matt. 16 21-3R8.
W. Anather coutesalen.—John 8, 66-11.
Th. True confesslon.—1 John 4. 1-8.

F. The corner atone.—1 Pet. 2. 1-10.

8. Tho sure foundation.—Kph. 2. 11-12,
Su. For Christ's sako.—Phil. 3. 1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Wrong Conceptions of Our Lord's
Misston, v, 12, 14,
At what place wera Christ und his dis-
ciplea ?
What question did he ask of them ?
Why did he nsk this question ?
What was thelr answoer ?
What did he term himsolf ¢
2. The Right Conception of Our Lord's
Misslon, v. 15.20.
How turthor does Christ questlon his
disciples ?
Who answered him ?
What way his anawer ?
How did Christ addross him ?
Whom did Cbhrist say had rovesled it
unto him ?
dlow couald this be ?
To what did he ltken Poter ?
What {s a rock tho symbol of 7
Upon what was the church to be buflt *
3. Our Lord Foretells His Death, v, 21.23
For what great sorrow does Christ try
to prepare his disciples ?
What was he to suffer ?
At whoso haunds ¥
Who protested against it ?
{‘{;;lw did Cl;‘rlst rebuke him ¢
y was the Lord's death nece N
What does it teach ? cossnry
4. Tho Terms of Discipleship, v. 24-26.
What §s necessary for true discipte
ship ? Golden Text.
Who fixed the standard ?
What was the custom of those con
demned to dio by crucifixion ?
What du you understand by * denyine
one’s self and taking up the cross* in
thesa daye ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where {n this leason do we learn—

1. That Jesus was the Christ, the Son
of God ?

2. That we cannot be followers of Jesus
withoutl giving ourselves entirely to himn?

3. That to gain the whole world an-
lose one’s own soul would be to losc
everything ?
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