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88 ' GRAND LODGE OF QUEBEO,

these private Lodges so formed, until each Province shall have formed
a Grand Lodge of its own, whenthe jurisdietion of this Grand Lodge
over these private Lodges would immediately cease; and this Grand
Body would bid'its offspring Godspeed under the fostering care and
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of its own domain,

FRENCH LODGES.

Several communications have been received by me from Brethren
in different ports of the Province, enquiring whether I would
grant dispensations to form new l.odges whose work would be done in
the French language. As it is so well said in our ancient constitu-
tions,—“ Freemasons are of all nations, tongues, kindreds and lan-
guages,” and following the example of several illustrious Grand Mas-
ters, I could personally havg no hesitation in granting the dispensa-
tions prayed for; but as the subject is of such great and far-reaching
importance, I decided to submit the whole question to Grand Lodge’;
and as among other things, the full consideration of the matter re-
quires allusion to the lex non scripta of Freer ry, I will endeavor
to lay this peculiarly interesting and important subject more fully be-
fore you during the present communication. S

WAR AND RELIEF.

While our own, and many other lands are happily enjoying the be-
_ mign blessing of peace, it is a source of deep sorrow that two of the
* greut nations of Burope, with whom we are intimately conneoted by
the ties of lineage and fraternity, are suffering from the terrible soourge
of war. ¢ Masonry has ever flourished in times of peace, and has
always been, injured by war, bloodshed, and confusion. Oraftemen
are bound by peculiar ties to promote peace, cultivate harmony, and
live in concord and brotherly love.” fnd while many of our leading
Brethren of these nations, (with whoth the fraternal communications
of this Grand Lodge, till within a short time, has been unbroken ),
are unavoidably involved in this conflict, we are sure, that while they
may not be able wholly to prevent, they will do all in their power, to
avert or assuage its horrors, and after doing what is necessary to re-
. lieve the wants of the needy and deserving, at home, I am sure that
this Grand Lodge will cheerfully follow the noble example of the
@rand Lodge of England in contributing according to its ability “to
aid the sick and wotunded in the present war.”
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