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THE CITY BEAUTIFUL

There is a saying of Plato which, on the

threshold of a new civic era, it will not

be amiss to recall. “Good Xenocrates,”

he cried, to that sound and honest but
rugged philosopher, “Good Xenocrates,
sacrifice to the Graces.”’ !

We are all concerned for the building
up of a sane and healthy public life. That
'is the first requisite of civie well-being,
but the next is surely a condition of
things which will ensure tbat the maxi-
mum of  beauty be' introduced'.into the
life of our city., In the rush of modern
life, its amenities, especially in new coun-
tries, are too easily forgotten. Qur homes
become merely refuges from our work and
our places of work represent the irreduc-
ible minimum of everything which is not
directly of value in the making of for-
But as man does not live by
bread alone, neither does a great civic life
thrive on what is merely practical. It is

tunes.

true that art and literatlre are to some |

extent parasites and appear,
conscious forces, in a nation only when it
has wealth enough to support them. But
it is also true that mere wealth will not|
produce them.

When Plato addressed that exhortation |
to his friend he was making a plea for
those things in life which, with religion
and science, make the difference between
us and the beasts of the field. Too often

it happens that the hardworking business»i
man despises overmuch the arts and graces |

by which society exists. He sees in polite-

at least asf

Lovriu Mm mg “susrsu-
SION BRIDGE

. The Standard new-paper does Mr. Jxmea
Lowell, M. P. P., some sertice by making
a characteristic attaék upon him in eon-
nection with the Stspension bridge. Mr.
Lowell's constituents are thus reminded of
one mores important public service which
he has carried through—this time by/bring-
fng out information régarding the danger-
ous condition of the bridge and proving his
case’ by forcing the governmznt to admit/
‘his’ charge. These charga were based upon
the report of a bridge expert employed by
Mr. Hazen and his colleagues, and this ex-
pert gaid that the margin of nfety of ‘the
bridge was considerably less - than was
Jjustifiable.

Mr, Lowell successfully established the
fact that the government had long con-
cealed from the public the danger to which
it was exposed and of which it should
have been notified. The Standard shows a
strong desire to discuss the condition of
the bridge prior to 1908, but the expert's
:report deals with the condition at present
and during the last year or so, and it may
be safely said that the public is interested
in conditions mow rtather than- in the
Standard’s criticism of the prevmus ad-
ministration.

Mr. Lowell is charged with partizanship
by the Conservative journal, but as the
course he has followed has been very clear-
ly in the public interest, and very evident-
ly designed to protect the public against
danger and possible catastrophe; the Stand-
ard’s crmcum will rest somewhat lightly
upon hxm. The Conservative organ ven-
tures the absurd opimion that Mr. Lowell
jmight have done more at Fredericton than
he has done, and that he i8 not entitled to
credit for his work in connection with
ithe bridge. The people of St, John city
and county will certainly not subscribe to
that view. Mr. Lowell is a man who has
done much public service,” and if oppor-
tunity offered tomorrow the local govern-
ment would speedily discover that his
strength and poularity in his constituency
are greater than ever. |

As to the future of the bridge, the gov-
ernment ha# taken power to purchase or
reconstruct the Cantilever bridge, or con-
struet a new bridge, or strengthen the
present Suspension bridge. But what the
government will do, and when they will
do it, are matters in doubt, and in the in-
terval, which, judging by the government’s
past course is likely to be an extended
one, the Suspepsion bridge will remain.a
menace to those who make use of it.
Meantime the people of St. John have
authorized an expenditure of $300,000 to-
wards the cost of a bridge across the har-
bor proper.

A CONFERENCE

A conference of . local opposition men
held here Thursday at the call of Hon. C.
. Robinson brought together a large
number of active and representative Lib-
erals from all over the province. Reports
from the various counties, made by men
whose knowledge of conditions is acturate,
were of a most agregable tenor. The fight-
ing spirit of the opposition is keen today,
and it is noteworthy that the work of the
and members in the
| Legislature during.the recent session com-
mands much deserved praise. Hon. “Mr.
| Robinson' grows steadlly in the esteem of
Liberals everywhere and it is clear that
he will lead a united and determined party
| during the coming campaign—a campaign

{that will give this province a Liberal ad-
By

; opposition leader

, ministration.

|

RECIPROCITY AND SPECIAL .
PRIVILEGE

| There seems no- longer any room for

ness merely the seductive evidence of 3“|uoubt about the fate of the reciprocity

inward rottemness.
brutal frankness the only evidence
honesty. But he does not see that all
social laws are merely the result of an

endeavor to make the world tolerab}e,‘the United States than for Canada.
that gracious ways do add to the smooth-
ness and sweetness of living. They do so, | | most setious problem.

and that is why we have agreed that cer-
tain. fashions, seemingly affected and in-
sincere, are desirable.

He seés in an almostlpact in Washington.
of any uncertainty about it at Ottawa; and

There ~was never

jin a few weeks it will be the law of both
The change will mean more for
Pro-
| tection had become in that country a
Its abuses had
| been exposed again and again. The fact
‘that most American products of protected

{nations.

We value them in i qustries are sold abroad cheaper than at

no other way than as pleasant pathways phome, so that the protective tariff taxes

through surroundings often disagreeable
and difficult. Politeness is only one aspect
of that inpulse which demands beauty al-
ways and everywhere. A cultured and
polished society will not brook an en-
“vironment which is fit only for the un-
imaginative and dull. It will endeavor to
make its habitation,
match its infinite longing for perfection. |
Such a society does not grow up in a day,
nor can it be called into being by a re-
solution or a vote of the people. It is
an out(ome of many minds working slow-
lv and by inevitable evolution onwards|
and upwards. A few will be the torch-
bearers and their followers will not- quick-
ly increase. But it will be none the less!
their duty to spread the light which they !
The ideal calls mot only for a city

as far as possible,

bear.
pure and prosperous but for a city beau-
tiful.

That call is the more imperative where
nature has provided already the means
Sor
splendid heritage than St.
feet just across the threshold of the new
world and the last kiss of Europe's
civilization still on its:lips; and for
of mighty waters
Is it to stand as an

its answering. Few cities have a more

allies an army
as mighty woods.

exemplar of that cynicism which said that|

God made the country and man made the
towns? Or will it endeavor to build up
a life“moulded by that impulse of which |
we have written, that impulse towards
beauty, which is as near divihity as any
we possess? Surely the city beautiful will

have its followers and golden money will{

not destrov all memory of the Golden;
I'leece. St. John can become in time a
eity, not mere]y an aggregation of streets,
““‘where wealth accumulates and men de-

John, with its|
finest |
irs‘[
and |

them to make presents to foreigners, has
been published thousands of times. It
might have been expected to produce a
storm of popular indignation. It is only
now succeeding in doing so. Whether the
peopie will think certain things wrong,
base, whether they will|
think vcertain pleas and demands reason-
able; whether they will regard certain
projects as sensible, ridiculous or fantas-
tic, cannot be predicted with accuracy be-

| eruel,
|

unjust;

{fore hand.
’pm(t.ced in that
| wholly artificial,

had become
a scheme of selfishness
‘and devord’ of philosophy, had not ap-
\palent] affected the masses. They were
' “more than’usual calm” while the inter-

country

ests proceeded -to excesses of the wool!

‘suhedule and the other iniquities of the
1l’a) ne-Aldrich bill.

Perhaps the difficulty has been that
;m\uh of the agitation againset it lacked
| sincerity and persistence. The Democratic
f party
party of privilege as the Republican.
of those who opposed the excesses
of the Republican party aimed not to put
an end to the steal, but to be taken into
it. So the notion of “making something
iout of the government” had, in one way
or another, embedded itself into the cus:
tstoms of the country. This is seen in the
*sxtuatlon regarding civil service reform.
It receives little popular support among
the masses, because they hgve come to
think that the successful party has a right
to distribute the offices among its mem-
bers. This has become the accepted doct-
rine in the United States. A local boss
isald “There is but one issue in the Fifth
l’ﬂarv]and district., - It is this, Can any
man get more from Uncle Sam for the

;‘,\Inny

i

The fact. that protection as| ;
| —varying from those that are almost use~‘

was for a fime almost as much a|
| mean much

\

|

.ﬂmx- own apecml prm-

be uuﬂed when the

568 the be ‘f! of a wider

market, to" eonqder whetherv the pn\u—
leges théy are fighting for may: not be
retained at too great a. cost. Anment
literature tells a story: ‘of a man “who had
to cross a river where there was. neither.
hrldge nor boat” Taking off hu,nhoe' he
fotind that with their weight nd that of
the treasure which he carried it s dith

‘cult to avoid sinking, the mud m’c;remhg

in depthas he reached the cqntq'_e of the
river: Those who stood on the bauk called
out to. him to. throw away the Toad which
he carried, a8 ‘otherwise he would be lost.
The foolish man, little thinking that if
he smk he would lese not only his treas-
ure but his own life also, would not folfow
the advice givem him by those who stood
on the shore. So his feet finally sank
deeper in the mud and he disappeared.
The work of building up a Cenadian|
nationality is even more difficult than|
fording a wide and muddy, river with a,
load of treasure. The man who sets small |
value upon the public ideals and the pub-
lic weal, and who risks everything so that
he “may get something out of the gov-
ernment,” is not after all the highest
type of citizen. This reciprocity pact
promises much for both countries, bu®
most for thé United.States because that
country has gone 80 mmuch farther in the
way of high protection and 'special privi-
lege than we have in Canada. Yet noth-
iag more important has been before our
Parliament since Confederation.

TAXATION REFORM

When the question of tax reform was
before the Council some time ago, certain
aldermen opposed it on the ground that
they knew little or nothing about it, and
for them to interfere in the matter would
be like having a blacksmith tinker a watch.
But the vote on Tuesday last showed that
a similar state of ignorance did not exist
among the electorate. Many voters evi-
dently have their minds made up on the
matter -and are anxious to have such a
tax applied in the city. It is a good thing
for a legislator to hesitate when he feels
his ignorance of the subject, but ignor-
ance can only ‘excuse Mim for a very brief
period. The office of alderman presup-
poses a knowledge of the principles of
taxation, and a knowledge of one particu-
lar system can be obtained quickly by
application.

Many electors are so desirous of having
a reformed taxation that they passed over
& most extreme-display of municipal mis-
management in the hope that the single
tax system or a modification of it might
be forwarded. This should quicken on
the part of the aldermen the appreciation
of their obligations in that particular.
No reform is better calculated than this
to foster ,and promote the advantage of
the city. It would greatly stimulate the
building “trade.
of this system of taxation is to compel
land being put to its best use, so that
the greatest amount of income may be
derived from it, and rendering it unprofit-
able to hold land for prospective incre-
ment in value. The effect, in other' places,
has been to cause vacant sites to be put
to their best use by expenditure on im-
provements. On vacant sites the rates and
taxes are increased, and continue to in-
crease as the adjacent sites which have
been improved increase in value. It thus
becomes unprofitable' to continue to hold
land unimproved.

Those who advocated
Vancouver,

this reform in

predictions about the advantages that
would follow the change. Nearly all these
predictions have been fulfilled. Since this
system was instituted, working-class dwell-

ings bave been relieved of- from thirty to‘

forty per cent of their former burdens

fpeculation in land has been discouraged, {j e vears thereafter to twenty-five perf at present.

and the supply of land has necessarily be-|

ers, tenants, and the community at large.|

The objeet and tendency!

and in the other Canadian;
cities which have adopted it, made many |

forest and ﬁshenh; ‘o the free list rélicves
New Brunswick from- that very disability
Mr. Cowan,’ ‘of/Vancouver, referred to—be-
fore he thought reciprocity was coming.
But, as a matter of fact, what Mr.
Cowa.n said yeuterday or.a year ago is of
little consequence. The benefits of reciproc-
ity qutweigh a thousand Cowans, and did
thet number come to New Brunswick to
talk against the new trade agreement, they
would but more fully persuade the people
of this province that epposition to reci-
procity is dictated by selfish motives on
‘!he part of those who are ugwilling to see
any brick of the- tariff wall temoved. The
farmers, fishermen ‘and lumbermen, in
simple justice, can no longer be denied
easy entry to the larger market. The re-
strictionists who would stand pat are in-
viting a further assault upon protection,
and if they persist the invitation is pret;y1
sure to be accepted. |

| VANCOUVER'S TAX SYSTEM AND

ooy ST. IOHN’S

Mayor L. D. Taylor, of Vancouver, who
was re-elected in January last on a land-
value tax platform, had the largest ma-
jority (1,681) ever given to &ny mayor in
Vancouver. Mr. Taylor is the proprietor
of the Vancouver World, and in reply to
the assertion, sometimes made, that tax-
ing land interferes with the progress of a
city, attention is drawn to the fact that
the World at present contains about two
full pages of real estate advertising.

What has Vaneouver really done in this
matter of taxation? In the first place it
has not introduced the single tax, proper-
ly speaking. Mr. Albert Jay Nock, who
was sent to Vancouver by the American
Magazine, to look into the improved sys-
tem of taxation, and who writes about it
in the May number of that periodical, re-
minds his readers that there is no single
tax in Canada and that there is mo
likelihood its adoption in either
Canada the TUnited States, for,
he says, you cannot have the single' tax
without free trade any more than you can
have an omelette without eggs. The single
tax, in the language of science, means the
rmsmg of revenue exclusively from ground{
rent.”

of
or

to‘

British Columbig has many taxes
which Mr. Nock, as a free trader and a
single tax man in theory, objects; but he|
| asserts that among the best things Brit
Columbia has done,was to adopt the Aus-
tralian wild land tax. By this S\iLemI
British Columbia today “taxes unimprov- ]

ed land at eight times hér rate on im-|
proved land. Thiz tends to lessen the bur-|
den of productive industry and increases
it upon mere speculation. * Her
tax policy hat not put land epeculation
out of business. It was not meant to.’
much for the province.

What the city of Vancouver has done,
he explains, ig 4o earry the British Colum-
bia land tax pofidy out its logical length.
For a year past Vancouver has been
raising all its revenue from land values.

“Improvements are not taxed. This
makes Vancouver a city of free homes and |
to a great extent of free industry. Hence, |
naturally, it is growing very fast and be-/
coming very prosperous. When I was in)
Vancouver last, about ten years ago, i3
had about 23000 people; and just that|
number of new-comers moved in last year.|
Vancouver covers eight square miles and |
has 130,000 population. Unless something |
goes unexpectedly wrong with the onentalv
trade,” one does not see how, in twem\(
years, Vagocouver can help being by far|
the most powerful city of the P'(wmcJ
coast, from Cape Horn to the Pole.” i

|
sVancouver, fifteen decided |
to stop penalizing men who proposed mi
build. In that year the city began to|
lighten the tax on improvements. These |
were not entirely exempted at first by§
any means. The beginning was to assess
Vancouver lands at full value, and im-|
provements at seventyfive per cent. A
few years later the tax on Improvements |
was reduced to fifty per cent, and two or|

* % *

So

years ago,

cent. And in March last the tax on im-

i rate of taxation remained as before. Mr.

| doctrine of

i England’s

snlut\ of the strong to help the wealk, of
Before this obvious piece of justice w“i\ock says that this system of taxation|the enlightened to serve the unenlighteu-|

pn?s ‘solid of Macs and Mea.
roﬂ the Vancouver board of alder-
men <sounds. like the session. roster ~of
Alloway’s  auld haunted kirk, - There i3
Ramsey and Kirkpatrick and McMasters
and Cangell and Cameron . and McPher-
son—MecKairrson, as he calls himself—Me-
Pherson of invincible Scotch persistence,
of gentle shrewdness, of canny sffability,

sandy and abundant’ mane. I must
pause to ‘apostrophize McPherson, Rarely
have I enjoyed anything more than listen-
ing to McPherson at a public meeting the
other night, while in the simplest words
and with the mqst fascmatmg Scotch hter-
alness he told of his faith in Vancouver’'s
tax policy. More power to ye, McFairr-
son! More clearness to your eye, more
persuasion to your tongue more vigor to
your, tawny whiskers, until you make the
last man in \Vashmgton and Oregon see
what he ought to have sense enough to
sec without you! In the coming day of
Vancouver's greatness, the day which is
now so near at hand, eh mon, but it's
grand to think of the thousands that'll re-
member: ye gratefully!”

No one will contend that St. John would
be wise to adopt en bloc the taxation sys-
tem of any other at a moment’s
notice; but. because of the very obvious
injustices of St. John's present system,|
because it blocks progress and does not |
distribute the burden equitably, and be—i
have |

city

cause of the excellent results that
been obtained by taxation reform in other|
it is surely reasonable to say that‘
the time has come when St. John should
obtain. accurate information regarding the|
‘more promising plans of taxation reéform,)
and should earnestly set about the work“
of modifying the present system, One safe |
line of progress wonld appear to be tax- |
ing of vacant lots and the abolition of the |
tax on improvements. It is urged, by xhose"

cities,

who do not wish to see the present sys-|
tem disturbed, that St. John is a peculiar
community which i1deas adopted
cessfully in other places
plied. That is the plea of men who da
not know the facts and who are not eaget
to learn them.

to sue- |

cannot be ap-

A GREATER EMPIRE THAN HAS
BEEN

On anniversaries like that of St.
it is the fashion to look back and for-|
British road,

The British Empire
grows, in the best sense of the word; as
its wealth ang power ex expand its breadth
of purpose,
tion of the meaning afid duty of empire,
become bigger. |

= |
George
ward along the as from

another milestone.

its sense of unity, its «"oncep

Fifty years ago the most prominent Eng
hah statesmen regarded with anxiety the
It is within the
“Tmperialism’’ has be-

dens of empire.

| last few years that
come a dominant factor in British politics.
A mighty change effected
thought and feeling, so that all parties|

only

has been in

| are today quite ready to enlarge the bur-

den of which the preceding generation was|
weary. But the Imperialism of the Brit-|
ish Empire is not that Imperialism which |
seeks to perpetuate itself by maintaining;
arbitrary rule; it is rather that which%
aims at the creation of autonomous states. |
There is only one logical basis for Lhewh
former kind of Imperialism, and that wi
found in the doctrine of the superior per-

the
by
whose foundation is inequality.

chosen nation, or some|
whatever name known,!

The

{mer kind of Imperialism is twice cursed;

such system,
for-|
it curses him who Tules and him who 1s'
ruled; it 1s the parent of earth hunger 5
| aggressiveness and vindictiveness.
The newer and better Imperialism con- ‘
tains some of the greatest problems in
constructive statesmanship that ever con-
fronted any neople. Its
mote and foster autonomy,
erhood;

aim is to pro-

liberty, brmh-j
to govern uncivilized peoples for
their own good and to protect
violence, greed, duplicity, murder,
and .theft. The charge has often been|
made that Britain rules India mainly for|
good. Men

them from 1
rapine |

have made this

{ charge while acknowledging that India has

been more prosperous under Britain's ruie!
| than she could have been under her own.

If this charge was true once it is not true|
The guiding ‘

principle of |

! Anglo-Indian policy today is what is for
come more healthful and useful to build- | provements was removed altogether. The | India’s ‘good.

Britain has recognized the
|

effected many were paying about a fif- { has cansed Vancouver to expand rapidly,!ed, of the fortunate to aid the unfortu- ‘

tieth of their proper assessment. The|
change\ in the incidence of taxation has|
equa.hzed the burden.

Its effects here would be to decrease the

unimproved value, and to increase the‘
rate where the unimproved value exceeds.
the There is no excuse |
for ignorance of the matter, for the prin-’
ciples of this tax have become the com-

mon coin of political thinkers everywhere. |

1t aims at equality of opportunity, and it|
proposes to take every vear a portion of! .
Ithat value which society in its collective |

improvements.

sense creates during that year, leaving un-typac can be built tax free?dTwo hundred| processes of evolution and has liberty and) . 1.), and son of

taxed everything made or produced by the|
individual.

As sites vary in desxrabxhty!

less to the most advantageously lacated-{
the difference is distinguished as rent, a|
value created by the growth of the com-
munity and the demand for special situ-
ations. This preferential difference,

economic rent, made by and belongmg to|
the community, is a natural fund ample|

to sustam necessary government. ];ver\—

one who uses land thus pays a proper ren- [

and substantial |
reform would!
This city should

tal for the opportunity,
equity 1s secured. Such
for St. John.

stir itself officially and secure complete de-|

tails from other cities where the new

|
system is in force. |
» |

COWAN VS, COWAN

Mr. Cowan,

the Conservative, M. P,

from Vancouver who has been telling New |

Brunswickers about the perils and evils
of reciprocity, must have forgotten the
pamphlet he wrote on “Better Terms” in
which he said reciprocity would relieve
British Columbia from the disability im-
posed upon her by the tariff. No one ex-
pects a high protectionist to be consistent,
but this case of Cowan vs. Cowan certain-
ly looks like an awkward one for our visit-
ing mentor. Like British Columbia, New

 ington.
{1ssued 1,800 fewer building permits and pendencies.
rate where the improvements exceed the|ron off §2,000,000 in buildings; Spokane fell;“xth 25,000,000 of people in her Kast In-

| in comparison with Seattle, Spokane andJ
{ Tacoma in the neighboring state of Wash-|
Thus he says last year beattle

nate, as the great duty of empire. This
1-1 in marked distinction to the course of
many other nations with colonies and de-
Even

enlightened Holland,

i puialw?

| that the English race is itself

! Your

{ Everett,
1 couver.

| Vancouver changed his mind and deci ded

off $3,000,000 in building values as com-|dia possessions, has regarded them purely
pared with the previous year, and lacoma' as a source of revenue.
lost nearly as much as Seattle. Vancouver, | been worked under the ‘‘culture system”
1909 2,054 | practically labor

‘foreigner or rule of two-fifths of one per!
But British rule in

India has developed the love of freedom |

The people have

on the other hand, issued in at enforced under the |
| building permits with a value of $7,258,-

565. In 1910 it issued 2,260 permits with
a value of $13,150,365. Mr. Nock asks: |

“Dosen’t that say something about the:and individual liberty; it

cent of the people.

has long been |

quality of building that will go up when!free from -exploitation, has assisted the

double\ autonomy as its goal.
One-quarter of the

| and six more permits, and near]

the value!

"

area of the ww!"l.!

As an example, he quotes the
James Barron

Washington,
Last year Mr. Barron made pre-|
to build block

but after corresponding w'.th‘

Mr. who owns land in]|
[

THE WORLD LOOKS DARK

To the Dylmnt'ic. How to
Make It Bright.

and also in \'an-‘,’

parations a brick in

1 Everett,

Father Morriscy, the learned priest-
physician, realized that many of the dif-
ficulties and troubles of this world are due |
to indigestion. He believed that to get |
a proper mental and spiritual attitude, a f
normal digestive apparatus is very help- |
ful. The good Father therefore gave !

to build in the Canadian city. *

“In Vancouver his brick block cost him |
nothing; in Everett it would probablv,
have been assessed higher than his land. ‘
He built in Vancouver. Is there amthmg
remarkable or unnatural about it? *
| British Columbia has some very bad tare
and ought to be ashamed of herself for
keeping them. But, unquestionably, her|
adoption of the Australian wild land tax,|
| and Vancouver's extension of the same|
! principle—raising the burden from home- |
making and from productive mdu%tr\Ahas’
proved immensely profitable. Meanwhile, |
| our (the American) policy, under the gen- |
eral property tax, of putting pragt)callv‘
all the burden on home- making and on|
productive industries, remains a draw-|
back and an_ abomination.”

the stomach.

His famous prescription, * No.
for dyspepsia and indigestion, cormsts of
simple tablets cleverly compounded from |
the materials in Nature’s 1aborator_v
Each tablet will perfectly digest a fuli |
meal of 134 pounds of food.

Father' Morriscy’s “ No. 11* has
brought ease and continued health to |
thousands of sufferers who had previous-
ly tried other remedies in vain. It in-
stantly relieves and in due time restores |
the stomach to full vigor,

1f yot suffer at times or regularly from |
a sick, seur, dyspeptic stomach, try No. *
i3 £ and see how quickly you can again
c\uoy hearty meals, and how bright the
world looks once more. ‘

In convenient flat boxes at 50c, each.
Get a box from your dealer, or from
Father Morriscy Medicine Co Led,,

“It is a strong centre of Scotch Pro- Montreal, Que, Q1.

{
|
{
|

Let no one think that this taxation re-
form in Vancouver has been the work of |
extremists or Socialists. Mr. Nock points
out that .in Vancouver, as in 8t. John,
there are many canny Scotchmen. Let s |
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