Z‘:Hon. Mr. Emmerson Attributes It to
- Hard Winter and Increased Wages

i

POOR DOCUMENT

e 1 T s o Pyt LS S 0 PR B 6 Mot K‘W TS A T Y Py

s TR

"'HE SEMI.WEEKLY TELEGRAPH, ST. JOHN, N Bl,‘siaf'fﬁnbu, JUNE 17, 1005,

B SRS oSS e . b 18 i N SR

INTERCOLONIAL DEFICIT
- WILL BE ABOUT $2,000,000

iinlster of Railways Declares There- 1s No Way to Make

Both Ends Meet---Raise in Rates Likely in Future, But

That Will Not Even Matters---Employes Receiving $750,-

000 More Than Previous

Year---Haggart Charges Mis-

management, and Declares Government Wants to Get

Rid of the Road.

Ottawa, . June 14—(Special)—The com-
mittee went into supply on the Interco-

. lonial estimates. Hon. Mr. Emmerson

said he had several times hinted to the

" house that he was likely to have a deficit

to report. He was now prepared to say
‘that’ his worst fears had been realized. He
could not give the exact amount, but es-
timated the earnings would be less than

;. the expenses by $1,500,000 or $2,000,000.
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, Hé regretted to have to make the an-
nouncément, but it was capable of explan-
ation. The Intercolonial last winter had
an experience with a winter, the like of
which had never been known in the mar-
‘itime provinces. The Intercolonial, in
common with the other railroads of the
’mlntime provinces, had been practically
tied up for two months. During that
‘time the candle was burning at both ends.
expenses of operation were doubled
_and trebled by storm after storm and the
same agencies which increased the ex-
penses gut down the business of the road
l.nd its financial returns to almost noth-

'I'hia was true of both the Intercolonial

and of the P. E. Island railways. On the

latter' the - returns for' the first nine
months of the present fiscal year fell off
$11,957, and during the same time the
working expenses had increased $65,289
over the same time in thet preceding
year On the lsland railway the cost of
removing snow and ice last year had
been about $11,000, and this year it had
iqcreued to &32 115

‘Wages: Inorea.sed $'750 000.

‘Besides’ the great expense occasioned by
"the storms'of laet winter the working ex-
pennes of 'the’road had ‘been increased by
& general advance in the pay of the I. C.
'R employés. " In ’ some . cases the increases
| dmounted to ﬁfty per cent. 'This did not

méan ‘that the ‘wages of the Intercolonial

were now higher . than on otheér railroads,
m that they had in the past been lower.

increases : merely meant ° the levelling
o mp: of ‘the ‘Tntéreolonial ‘rate of ‘pay to the
lﬁndnd of :other- railroads. The govern-

e ‘ment’ was not pajnng an exhorbitant, but

5
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" a'fair’ wige. ''Tlhe increase in the wages
lmounted to ‘about '$750,000 on the rm]way
‘ year, As' a result ,of the wage increase
and a.small increase in the number of the
dnpioyeé ‘better results were being obtain-
L ed from the’ staff. This ° was particularly
noticeable m‘ the mechanical department
where ‘the ‘number of men had been in-
* creased twenty per cent., and the output
of work’in some cases as much as a hun-
dred per cent.
-Last year, from sixteen to eighteen pas-
, /senger eoaches were passed through the
car. repalr ‘shops. ” This year the number
ran from twenty-nine to thirty. Sixty-
fsix per cent. more locomotives were pass-
ed through the repair shops than during
. the previous year. This increase in effi-
~ ciency was due to a reorgamzs.tzon of the

""}\shop system, which involved the increas-

¥

-ing_ of the staff twenty per cent. and the
increase in the pay of the old hands. The
;.result was satisfactory.

Hevenue Showed Increase for
; Nine Months.
. The chief loss in the operation of the

government system of railways was on the
¢ Intercolonial. It was not due to a falling

% / off in the revenue In fact the revenue

of the system of the first nine months

' was a few thousand dollars greater than

for the same period of the preceding year.
Had it not been for the great and large-
1y unexpected increases in the working
expenses, the increase in the earnings
would have gone a long way toward cut-
ting down the deficit on the year’s opera-
tions.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson said he hoped
that members on both sides of the house
would regard the Intercolonial question
from its practical rather than its politi-
cal aspect. The country had to recog-
nize that it had the Intercolonial on its
hands as one of the pledges of confeder-
ation and one that had to be maintained.
The time has come when the country had
to realize its obligation. It must realize
that the Intercolonial was not built to
be a commercial success, but that mili-
tary considerations influenced the loca-
tion of the line on the North Shore of
New Brunswick. Canada had ‘built the
Intercolonial on a non-commercial route
and had bonused a short line competitor
to it in the C. P. R., across the State of
Maine. The people of Upper Canada
should remember that if the maritime
provinces had the Intercolonial they had
the canals system constructed for their
benefit.

I. C. R. Rates Will Haveto Be -
Raised.

The rates on the Intercolonial were low
but these low rates had been induced in
many cases by the presence of water tom-
petitxon They were not for the benefit
of the people of the maritime provinces
only, The whole country benefited by
them. However the Intercolonial local
rates were from 25 to 80 per cent lower
than the local rates charged on railroads
in other parte of Canada. Hon. Mr. Em-

these rates were too-low and would have
to be raised mot omly for the benefit of
the woad but for the benefit of all inter-
ests,

Hon. Mr. Emmerson said that he be-
lieved the Intercolonial had passed the
stage -when it “would be possible to make
both ends meet. The  rates have been
practically fixed and though it might be
possible to raise them some, it would mot
be possible to meet the increasing cost of
operation occasioned by the ascending
scale of wages. It was always possible to
increase the wages but mot to reduce
them,

reduced the pay of their men.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson said that might be
possible on other lines of railway, but not
on government iines. They had mnot yet
been able to apply the remedy which a
railway company could adopt that is, in-
creasing rates. There was no question on
which the people were more sensitive than
the increase of rates on a government rail-
way. People say “That’s our railway, and
we will run’it in our interest.” People in
the west could not appreciate that feeling
in respect to the I. C. R. Free canals were
used ag an argument for lowering freight
rates on the government railway. He na-
turally stood measurably condemned as the
administrator of the railway for the last
fiscal year.

Some Details of the Deficit.

He wanted the people to look at the facts.
If there had been any mismanagement or
extravagance or favoritism he had yet to
know of it. The question of rates would
have to receive-attention at an early date.
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merson said that he thought in many cases |

W. F. MacLean—Why not? Other roads

The increase of deficits cannot go on from
year to year.

In the maintenance of way departments
there was an increase of $252,808 in nine
months ending March 31, the largest item
of increase being $126,641 for snow and
we, and 397000 for sectionmen, being an
increase in wages.

In the mechanical department in the
same period there was an expenditure of
$3,019,482, an increase of $621,563, one
item of increase being $81,000, in the
wages of drivers, firemen, ete. He could

 say that at no time was the rolling stock

in better condition.
In the traffic department there was a
deficit of $145447, including $38,842, in-

Jcrease to station employes and an increase

to trainmen of $162,608. There was a total
deficit from those items of $949,038, which
added to the shortage of $900,751 from last
year, made a total shortage of more than
$1,800,000.

Two ways of rveducing the deficit were
open—higher freight rates, or better
equipment to reduce the cost of carrying
freight. ¥or past year the I. C. R. had
been short of motive power to the
extet of 75 engines, and today they
shofuld have at, least 50 additional engines
to measurably handle the traffic of the
road. They were also short of cars. Never-
theless he believed that the railway is
the greatest asset Canada has.

“Would you be willing to extend it?”
asked W. F. MacLean.

“All my moves have been in the direc-
tion of extending it,” replied Mr. Emmer-
son.

Haggart Charges Mismanage-
ment.

Hon. John Haggart said that a more
lugubrious statement had mever been
heard in the house than that which the
minister of railways had made today. The
house had been told that the large ex-
penditure made year after year on capital

,account would make the Intercolonial

Railway a selfsupporting concern. He con-
trasted the present position of the railway
to that which it occupied in 1898 when its

| accounts nearly balanced and recalled his
| prediction that the road could be made
. self-sustaining,

Mr. Haggart criticized the statement
given by Mr. Emmerson as extraordinary
and contended that payment of $8,195,000

Railway. Some experiment ‘should be,
tried on the management of both roads
to make ends meet.

S. Barker said that it was a waste of
time and monmey in discussing the state-
ment of the minister of railways. The
1. C. R. had more engines per mile than
any of the other leading roads of the
country.

‘W. F. MacLean said that as a friend of
public ownership he regretted the state-
ment of the minister of railways. He con-
sidered that the minister should bring
down a business statement. What the
house expected to see was the people get-
ting lower rates and a better service
yearly. 'Public ownership succeeded else-
where and under sound business admini-
stration, it would succeed in the Maritime
Provinces. The government ought to
make the experiment and if this were
done, the 1. C. R. would pay. A Shaugh-
nessy, VanHorne or a Hays should be got
to pu.t the experiment in force.

Osler said that the deficit on the
Intercolomd.l was charged to capital ac-
ocount.

Mr. Fielding replied that this was an
entire mistake,

Borden Thinks Remedy Should
Be Found.

R. L. Borden complained that the min-
ister of railways had not been able to sug-
gest any remedy for the Intercolonial’s
chronic deficit. The government had pre-
dioted the improvement of the road would
put it on a paying basis. The extension to
Montreal had been made the basis of
similar predictions. Yet the road had lost
heavily and at that, during a time of great
prosperity when railroads all over the
country were earning handsome dividends.
There should be some way found of put-
ting the road on something approaching a
paying basis.

E. B. Osler said the country had been
spending a great deal of money getting the
road into firet class condition. Its equip-
ment had been increased, but the earnings
of the road had not increased. As the
business was not growing there was mo
justification for the construction of ex-
pensive new depots and similar luxuries.
‘He held that all these things were replace:
ments and should be charged to revenue
and not to capital account.

There was a long discussion as to what
should and what should not be charged
to capital account.

The vote was held pending the produc-
tion of some papers relating to the Mun ay
Harber branch.

A vote of $1,328,500 for the National
Transcontinental was passed with the un-
derstanding that the matter should be
discussed on the supplementaries.

Votes for harbors and rivers were pass-

in cash on capital in order to earn $6,200,-| oq

000 was evidence of bad management. And
it would not end there for the minister
of mailways said the omly way to bring
matters into a different position was to
provide sufficient facilities to handle the
traffic and he wanted to purchase fifty
more locometives.

He could mot understand how the fin-
ance minister would allow such a state of
affaire to exist. The bulk of the business
done on the Intercolonial Railway was
local business and all the capital expendi-
ture on the railway had failed entirely to
develop through traffic. An increase -of
earnings in recent years had been due to
intreased local Business. i

Mr. 'Haggart ridiculed the suggestion by
Mr. Emmerson, that the deficit was caused
by an increase of wages to employes to
make them level with those of other rail-
ways operating there. 'I'he increase ot
$26,000,000, which he calculated there had
been in capital account since the present
government come into power, he viewed
with alarm.

The government could, he declared, have
no object but one, to disgust the public of
this country wlth the management of
the I. C. R., and with the management of
the ra.llways owned and operated by the
state and to compel the government of the
country and the people to look to another
state of affairs, either to manage the road
by commission, to sell it to a syndicate,
or to part with the railway by selling it
to some of the large railway corporations
in this country.

He warned the people of the Maritime
Provinces that it was to their interest
that there should be a better showing for
the T. C. R., and that it was to their inter-
est that is should continue to be a state-
owned railway. Under different manage-
ment than that it has at present, the
I. C. R. would become a paying institu-
tion, certainly there would be no difficulty
in making receipts and expenditures
balance. ‘L'rue, the T. C. R. shops had
turned out four locomotives in a year,
but he ventured to say they had cost one
fourth more than if they had been pur-
chased from one of the large engine build-
ing firms.

The road at the present time was great-
ly overmaned, said Mr. Haggart, who went
on to explain how, when he took charge
of it s minister of railways, he found a
surplis of labor employed and at once

down the staff, and although there

kicking at the time, against reduction,
the people of the Maritime Provinces did
not nvant to have rates increased and
wanted the road to be run economically.

Mr. Haggart said that there was no
necessity for increasing freight rates on
the Intercolonial railway, to make receipts
and expenditures meet. ‘Lhere ought to
be a better showing. Whatever Mr. Pot-
tinger was ordered to do, he would carry
out, but if the instructions to the man-
ager were as they ought to be, the result
would be entirely different. The position
of affairs was alarming. The minister of
railways did not say what he was going
to do about running rights on the Inter-
colonial. Mr. Haggart said the whatever
was done, would be for the benefit of the
G. T. R. 'There was no excuse for the

deficit on the Prince Kdward Island Rail-
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‘A LUCKY GIRL.
Saved from Deadly Decline by Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills,

‘“When I think of my former condition
of health,” says Miss Winnifred Perry, of
West River, Sheet Harbor, N. 8., “I con-
sidler myself a lucky girl that
I am well and._ strong today, and
I owe my present good health en-
tirely to Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. I suff-
ered almost all that one can endure from
weakness and pervousmess; I was as plae as
a heet, and wasted away, The least noise
would startle me, and I was troubled with
fainting spells, when I would suddenly lose
consciousness and drop to the floor. At
other times my heart would palpitate vi-
olently and cause a smothering sensation.
Night and day my nerves were in a terrible
condition, and I seemed to be continually
growing worse. No medicine that I took
helped me in the least until T began taking
Dr. Williame’ Pink and after I had
taken a half dozeh I felt so much

better that ing Yeem and went
on a vig ade a mis-
take,

soon, y former
condifion known

Dr. Williams’ ;
much for every Wk
young womaqn, Wi
aemia into deadly .
new, rich health-givigd¥lood, and that is
what every growing g and woman must
have to retain theiggke
these pills actually

th as headache and side-
aches, indigestion, palpiat-
e heart, kidney troubles,
matisem, meuralgia, St. Vitus
fd paralysis. But only the gen-
s can do this, and the sick one
should see that the full name “Dr. Will-
iams’ Pink Pills for Pale People” is print-
ed on the wrapper around every box.
Don’t let anyone persuade you to take any-
thing else. Sold by all dealers or sent by
mail at 50 cents a box, or six boxes for
$2.50 by writing the Dr. Williams Medicine
Co., Brockville, Ont. -

ments of life, g

Senators Domviile and Perley
Engage in Frivolous Talk.

ate, Mr. (Cloran said that he would ask
the members of the government if they
had received any information about the
elections in London and North Oxford.

Hon. Mr. Scott, said the government
had not received any official information.

Hon. Mr. Perley said that he had been
informed that bangfers had been used in
the London e fwn, bearing the words
“Vote for tigg"King” and “Vote for the
Pope” ap@®®the pope won. He twitted
SenatqgfPomville about his cables to the
Empdfer of Japan, congratulating him on

victories of the Japanese, and advised
Bfin to cable to the Pope and tell him that
in the fight in London, the Pope beat the
king. . :

Hon. Mr. Domville defended his sction
in cabling to the Emporer of Japin, and
proceeded to give an instance of an occur-
rence during his own election contest in
Kings, New Brunswick, when an ima; ge of
the Virgin Mary was brought out to tight
against him, when he was interrupted by
Hon. Mr. Poirier, who dentand2d that
the place where hhxs occurred shounld be
named.

Hon. Mr. Scott suggested that the
question should be asked privately, and
Hon. Mr. Lougheed, having called atten-
tion to the fact that there was nothing

before the house, the matter dropped. /
»
{

BIG RETIRED LIST
METHODISTS

Many Well Known Pastors
Recommended as Super-
numeraries

SHORT OF ‘MINISTERS

Ministerial Conference to Deal With
the Question of So Many Moving
West—Speculation About the Next
President — General Conference
Opens Thursday.

Charlottetown, P.E.L, June 13.(Special)
—At the ministerial session of vhe- N. B.
and P. E. I. Methodist Conference this
afternoon (ifty answered the roil call, in
cluding the following from New &Bruns-
wick: Rev. Messrs. Bell. Berrie, Crisp,
Deinstadt, Jstey, Ilemington, Gough,
Gregg, Hamilton, George Harrison, Harry
Harrison, Heaney, Harvey, lludson, Kir-
by, Lucas, Marshall, Paisley, Parker, H.
Penna, Rice, Rogers, Spargo, Sprague,
Steele, Strothard, Thomas, ‘Lurner, Wat-
son, Young.

The following are expected tonight:
Rev. Messrs. Ross, Henry and ‘Thomas
Pierce, William Penna, Campbell.

After devotional exercises Chas. K. Hud-
son was appointed conference reporter for
the Wesleyan.

The following transfers were madz: Rev.
G. ‘W. Fisher to Montreal confercnce,
Rev. W. J. Howard, J. A. Sellars to the
Alberta conference; Rev. W. J. Squires,
B. A, from the Newfoundland conference
to this conference.

Dr. Rogers, Revs. George Steele, R.
Opie, W. W. Lodge, J. Strothard, J.

Crisp and 1. N. Parker were apopinted-

a committee on conference relations.

Rev. J. B. Champion, supernumerary,
was recommended to be restored to active
work.

Big Supernumerary List.

Dr. Wilson, Revs. Chas. Comben, J. A.
Clarke, M. A, E. Evans, D. D., J. A.
Dickie, George B. Payson, F. W. H.
Pickles, J. J. Colter, J. J. Teasdale, Geo.
Dawson, Charles Stewart, D. D., Douglas
Chapman, D. D., 8. T, Teed, Joseph I’as-
coe, Elias Slackford, Henry J. Clarke, Jos.
Parkins, Alfred E. L. Page, John S. Allen
and 8. H. Rice were recommended as su-
pernumeraries.

The brethren spoke feelingly and sym-
pathetically regarding the retirement o:
Rev. Dr. Wilson and a suitable minute
will be prepared in his case. Letters were
ordered to be sent to the others who retire
this:year.

Revs. James Cri 1sp and W. J. Kirby were
appointed letter writers for the muinister-
ial session.

Rev. H. Goring Alder, Andover (N. B.),
has resigned from the Methodist ministry
to. enter the ministry of the Anglican
church.

Rev. Dr. Heustis, book steward of Ilali-
fax, spoke on matters regarding papers
and books of the ministerial book room
and the splendid showing in patronage
given by Sunday schools and ministers.
He asked the brethren to help them more
fully. ‘L'he Wesleyan was shown to be
holding its own during the year. The
financial statement was very satisfactory.
T'he Mfesleyan had paid its way leaving a
surplus. The book steward stated
was completing his twenty-fifth year
office and forty-seventh in the ministry
and intended to ask to be relieved of his
office at the general conference.

Among the main business of the confer
ence this year will be arrangements for
supplying an unusually large number of
vacant, circuits owing to the large number
of ministers going west. ‘I'he names of
Revs. William Dobson, W. W. Lodge and
James Crisp are prominently mentioned
as candidates for president.

At a meeting of the hisborical society on
Friday a paper will be read by Dr. Arch-
ibald of Mt. Allison on Literature of
Methodism in the Maritime Provinces.

Rev. Charles W. Squires, who was trans-
ferred from the Newfoundland conference
recently recently graduated from Mt. All-
ison and is now taking a course at Har-
vard which has offered him the Williams'
fellowship for the coming year.

The ministerial session will conbinue
tomorrow and on Thursday afternoon the
real work of the conference begins.

Charlottetown, July 14-(Special)—The
ministerial conference re-opened at 9
o’clock -this morning, the president, Rev.
C. W. Hamilton, in the chair.

E. C. Hennigar, B. A,, B. D., J. A. Sel-
lar, B. A., and W. Rogers Pepper, B. A.
were received into full connection and
will be ordained on Monday evening next.

J. E. Shanklin, B. A.,, E. S. Weeks,
B. A, E. L. Jewett, H. S. B. Strothard, | =
B. A., George Ayers, are passed as pro-
bationers of two years.

H. 8. Marr, B. A., was contiued as pro-
bationer of one year, to be advanced
when he may finish his course, also Geo.
Morris, one year.

J. E. Shanklin, B. A, E. L. Jewett,
George Ayers and (George Morris were
recommended to be sent to college.

Rev. R. Brecken, D. D., was granted
leave of absence for another year. !

Rev. W. W. Brewer was left without
a circuit at his own request.

Rev. L. J. Leard was given & year's
leave of absence.

The first draft of the station sheet
shows  the following «changes: Queen
Square, St. Johu, Rev. G. M. Campbell;
Centenary, Howard Sprague; Exmouth
street, C. W. Hamilton; Carmarthen,
T. Marshall; Fairville, T. J. Deinstadt;
Zion, Thomas Pierce; Marysville, W. B.
Thomas; Nashwaak, E. Ramsay; Boies-
town, John K. King; Sheffield, W. R.
Pepper; Hartland, H. H. Marr; Rich-
mond, H. Harrison; Andover, Charles W.
Squires; Buctouche, A. Lucas; Harcourt,
J. B. Champion; Campbellton, W. A.
Thompson; Point De Bute, Charles Flem-
ington; Baie Berte, W. W. Brewer; Wes-
ley Memorial, Moncton, H. E. Thomas;
Shediac, G. M. Young; St. Stephen, W.
Penna; Petitcodiac, Mr. Bell; Milltown,
R. 8. Crisp; St. Andrews, J. Parkin; St.
James, W, Wass; Vernon River, C. K.
Hudson; Murray Harbor, A. E. Chap-

man; Souris, Thomas Allen; Biddeford,

'No, said a worthy divine, mnot in this

Japan and Russia

Speculates About Terms
Forward.

Washington, June 13—A: note of pessim-
ism was discernable tonight in the tone of
the discussion of the negotiations for peace
in the far east. So far as is ascertainable
at this time no permanent ground exists

for the supposition that the negotiations
are not proceeding favorably. 1t is realized
in both goyernmental and diplomatic
quarters t.’hdt;\mnl the two belligerents ac-
tually are brought together on a common
basis of understanding, the possibility of a
hitch must be taken into account.

Among members of the diplomatic corps
the formal response of the Russian gov-
ernment to the president’s appeal for a
cessation of hostilities was received with
keen interest. It was made the subject of
4 conference at the White House today
between the president and Minister Taka-
hira. The details of the conference were
‘net  disclosed, but tonight Minister
Takahira intimated strongly that the
negotiations were proceeding smoothly.
In other diplomatic quarters it was sug-
gested that possibly a too optimistic view
of the situation generally was being taken.
This idea, coupled with a call of M. Jus-
serand, the French ambassador, at the
White House tonight led to the rumor,
extensively circulated, that something akin
to a hitch in the peace negotiations actu-
ally had occurred.

Hitch Feared.

To a representative of the Associated
Press Ambassador Jusserand after the
conference said it would be discourteous to
the president for him to discuss for publi-
cation the nature of his interview. Asked
the direct question whether a hitch had
occurred in the peace negotiations, he re-
plied frankly that he had heard of none;
adding that the question of peace was not
the principal subject of consideration at the
conference. So far as he was aware, he
said, there had been no change in the
favorable status of the negotiations.

Direct communtcation between St.
Petersburg and Tokio has not yet been
established. The White House is yet the
medium for all communications between
the two capitals. Important details remain
to be agreed upon before the plenipoten-
tiaries of the belligerents can meet to dis- |
cuss means of ending the war. There is
adequate authority for the statement that
there is no actual hitch in the preliminary
negotiations. Progress is being made but
it may be several days or even longer be-
fore all details for the meeting can be de-
finitely fixed.

Japan Cautious.

Japan is naturally cautious although she
too has accepted the president’s offer of
goodwill and agreed to appoint plenipo-
tentiaries. The negotiations have pro-
gressed far enough for the belligerents to
be discussing through the president as the
channel of communication, suitable place,
the number of the negotiators and, what
is more important than either a common
basis upon which the plenipotentiaries
may meet.

Russia seems to thoroughly oppose the
suggestion of any place in.the Far East
for a meeting point and it is not be-
lieved that Japan’s opposition to Paris
was at all unexpected in St. Petersburg.
Russia has shown strong preference for a
European capital. Japan’s wish is to
secure a point free from outside influ-
ences.  Direct negotiations with Russia
has been her demand throughout and
hence her original preference for a point
in the Far East. The Hague, it is believ-
ed, would prove fairly acceptable to both.

Czar's Answer to Roosevelt.

St. Petersburg, June 14, 2.10 a. m.—In-
slead of publishing the text of its official
reply to the message from President
Roosevelt regarding the initiation of peace
negotiations with Japan, the Russian gov-
ernment decided with the purpose of tak-
itig the public into its confidence regard-
ing the prospects of peace, to issue a state-
ment summarizing the status of negotia-
tions which will appear in the form of a
communication in the Foreign Office
Gazette today. The text of the statement
is as follows:

“The president of the United States in-
structed his ambassador to the imperial
court to request a private audience in or-
der to convey directly to the emperor as-
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surances of the unfailing friendship the
United States entertains for Russia and to
express Preseident Roosevelt’'s personal
desire to contribute as much as possible,
in the interest of the whole world, towards
the cessation of hostilities in the far east.
The ambassador was instructed to add
that the preseident wae making simultane-
ous overtures to the Japanese government.

“The emperor was pleased to receive the
American ambassador on June 7 and gave
benevolent attention to President Roose-
velt’s initiative, which had, moreover, met
an entirely sympathetic reception on the
part of the friendly powers.

“Russia being convinced that Japan was
equally disposed to accept President Roose-
velt’s proposal, which was transmitted
‘through the intermediary of the represen-
tatives of the republic at St. Petersburg
and Tokio, to the imperial as well as the
Japanese government, received favorably
the official communication from the am-
bassador and motification to this effect was
published in Washington.

Russia Hasn't Heard from Japan.

“In reply to this communication the
foreign minister, acting under the em-
peror’s orders, informed the American am-
bassador in a note dated June 12, that the
emperor deeply sensible of the sentiments
expressed by the president, was pleased
to see therein a freeh mark of the tradi-
tional friendship uniting Russia and Am-
erica, and precious proof that President
Roosevelt was in complete accord with the
views the emperor held on a general set-
tlement so essential to the good progress
of the whole of mankind. As for an event-
tual meeting of Russian and Japanese
plenipotentaries charged with ascertaining
how far it would be possible for the two
powers to elaborate conditions of peace,
the imperial government would have no
objection in principle to such an attempt
if the Japanese government expressed a
desire therefor.”

The fact that the Japanese government

the time and place and the mumber of
plenipotentiaries is not considered strange
inasmuch as the text of the Russian reply,
sent to Washington yesterday, could mot
- have arrived: at Tokio, considering the dif-
ference in time, until ﬂdnt midnight, at the
earliest.

Speculating AboutJapan’s Terms

Japan’s terms continue to be matter for
animated speculation. A well-informed
diplomat who says he knew Japan’s terms
before the battle of Mukden, considers
them to have been very moderate and be-
lieves that even now they will be found
#o be not unduly hansh.

Private advices received from a Russian
source at Shanghai say it is certain that
Japan will demand the surrender of all
ships interned in eastern waters.

Papers suppored to have semi-official in-
¥pirations continue to epeak dubiously of
the results; but it is noticeable that the
cheap and popular papers like the Gazetie
plainly advise the people to reconcile
themselves to defeat and peace. The paper
named pays:

“Defeat is not a disgrace and will not
wrevent developments. Look at France. We
have survived previous misfortunes. We
were beaten many times by Poland and
Lithuania, but now they are ours.”

The Listok, another popular paper, pays
a glowing tribute to President Roosevelt
as the “Peacemaker far beyond the seas,”
With peace in sight, however, by a strange
perversity some of those who were loudest
in its favor when it was below the horizon,
seem suddenly to have changed their at-
titude, finding it less attractive than when
it was opposed by the government.

Oyama Begins His Advance.‘

St. Petersburg, June 13—General Line-
vitch in a despatch to thd emperor, dated
June 12, says:

“The Japanese commenced an attack
June 9, advancing with a columnj compos-
ed of infantry, cavalry and mountain and
machine guns, along the Mandarin road.
Another column, consisting of infantry
and artillery, advanced simultaneously
along the valley castward of"the Mand-
arin road and June 10 occupied the hills
on the right bank of Kud river, North-
ward of the villages of Liauchouitchen
and Kandaohe.”

B. O. Hartman, Cape Wolfe, A. D. ML-
Leod.

Advocate Higher Salaries.

The first public meeting was held to-
night, Rev. C. W. Hamilton presiding.
After devotional exercises_by Revs. Geo.
Steele and Neil MclLaughlin, the susten-
tation question was taken up. Rev. Geo.
Steele, secretary of the fund, reported a
total amount of $2,007.85, a decreasc of
$172.09, from last year.

Dr. Jubez A. Rogers delivered, as he
said, his first sustentation fund speech
before the conference. To have a well-
equipped ministry, he said, means must
be provided to furnish the minister with
suitable mental and intellectual food in
the form of a well-stocked library. The
object of the Christian ministry is to con-
vey to their fellow men the unsearchable
riches of Christ and to bring man back
into harmony with God, to change his
heart and reform his life. Education
alone will not make men good. Splendid
writers may use that art to write other
people’s names, and educated outlaws
have existed. Some one has said minis-
ters should be paid according to results.

life lest preachers might become million-
aires. We must leave payment of results
to an all-wise paymaster.

Rev. William Dobson also delivered his
first sustentation fund speech. He refer-
red to the various necessities of minis-

shape his intellect and quicken his men-
tal faculties. He said that no man, could
preach on the average salary paid in this
conference. He cannot get books and
cannot get above the worry of trying to
make both ends meet.

'Lhe conference proper opens tomorrow
morning with a sacramental service. The
ofticers will be elected tomorrow.

Thirty laymen arrived tonight from the
mainland.
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