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WANTED.
1t Chicage Theatre Horvor)

Va will have ready in a few days the
Y of the tesrible death and desolation in
' Iroquois Theatre Fire at Chi
- detaily wil be' fully and graphically
"ayed by a special staft of writers and
% handsome volume fully illustrated

r. Agents wanted everywhere. Best
aranteed to those who act at once

trecdptollommtopﬁ.ﬂum
. A
. 59 Garden atreet, §t. Jobn, N. B.

VANTED at onkce ml::i &uﬂ i;o\;r-
incipal work in an n-
D'Appl]}'g: to Mrs. H. P. Kerr, 41
oet. . 3a-w
1T AGENTS—Before making ar-
ants for 1904 write us. ‘We guar-
pt shipments, correct Hkeneseses,
work for less money. Also fine
vorirait frame. Portrait Supply
le, Toroato. 1-30-3i-w-a'

N WANTED—To n}lmndlo our
specialties during fi and winter.
part time. Pay weekly. Hiegant
Cavers Bros., Nurserymen, Galt,
11-3-3mo-e.0.8.&W

'ED—A second class teacher. either
, for Oliomville, District No. 17,
Co. Apply, stating salary, to John
Vincent P. O. 1-20-tf-sw

TED AT ONCE—Good respectable girl
housework in small famjly. Apply
McGowan, 13

8.3 arthen
t. John, N. 'B.

“D—A respectable
zeneral housework
2 and wages.
1 Golding strel

—~Rgliable m¢@ $00 per mon d
8; reliabl@¥ men
alit; tack-
w c along
il e y em-
) g0o| ; Do

ce
Empire Medicine

States. Salary, commission—
and yable weekly, to
le ting us in . thelr
rodu ting
mall gdver No ex-
mly required. Write at
istru s
itario.

r Wood Wanted.

TO COMMUNICATE with any per-
ie province having for sale poplar
.able for the making of excelsior.
be pleased to hear at once from

J. M. LOGAN,
Coldbrook, N. B.

FOR SALE.

'\RM FOR SALE—Good farm in Penobs-
qui‘s, formerly owned and occupied by the
harles Anderson, near the Superior
wo churches, post office, station,
4 cheese factory. Contains sbout
half cleared, remainder lumber and
Will cut about 65 toms good hay.
se, well furnished; good ceilar,
d soft ter cistern, two good
house ahd barns. Large barns
ondition and other outbuildings.
'k and- farming implements also
I"or further particulars apply to

T. Morton, Pemobsquis, N. B.

1-20-tf-sw

e e ——

GRANUL
b8 “Fooar ror 91 00
10c Tea for 29¢ per b,
¢ Coffea for 25¢ Ib.

s than Wholesale Prices.
¢ Tabaceo for 35¢ 'bs

.1 of Pure Lard for $1 75,
B IR

2 BARKERS, LIMITED,

100 Pripcess Strect.
Y ARE

THE GRADUATES OF

zdericton
isiness College,

trained than those af most
schools? BRECAUSE, unlike
business college men, the prin-
had had nearly TEN years prac-
.. office experience before going
o business college work.
gend for free catalogue. Addrese

W.J OSBORNE,
( Fredericton, N. B.

B
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~ BIRTHS.

1L,OOD—la this city, Jan. 26th, to the wife
g H. 8. Flood, a son.

e N SR

MARRIAGE s

JOBEN -M¢DONALD—ALt St. Paul’s church,
. 27, by the Rev. A. G. H. Dicker, Reuben

Hoben, of Burton, Sunbury Co., to Miss

lice McDonald, of the same rplace, formerly
: Birmingbam, England.
1;AMIL‘1"0'.\'-AR‘M!SN{ONG—1At the resi-
omco of the bride, Silver Falls, Jan. 28, by
ne Rev. H. D. Marr, Georglanna, daughter
¢+ Samuel Armsitong, to Alfred E. Hamil-
on, of St. John.

WILSON-BOXER-—Jan. 7, at Christ church,
rolkestone, by Rev. Charles Stonehouse,
‘thomas Wilson, F. R. C. S, L. R. C. P, son
of the late W. J. Wilson, Armagh, Ircland,
(o Edith Mary Crichton, only daughter of
Commander J. A. Boxer, R. N., superinten-
dent and harbor master, Folkestone, and
granddaughter of the late George A. §. Crich-
won, '‘The Brae,”’ Darumouth (N. 8.)
PATERSON-FISHBURN—Jan. 6, at St
John's church, Ashfield, Sydney, Australia,
by Rev. A. Yarnold, J. Edgar Paterson, Ed.n-
purgh Hydropathic, Midlothian, Scotiand, to
Georgina, daught| of George Fishburn,Nest-
jebrae ,Summerhill, Sydney.
ppn—

DEATHS.

—
“miﬁgb&‘:"‘.ﬁm dthrl.sn city, on Jan. 24th
mas F. erland, after a lin i1l-
. in_his G0th year. i
RBHES—In Roxbury, Jan. 25, Ruth,widow
qlliam Torbes, formerly of St. John
), aged 84 years and eight months, 22

AIS—At Newcastle, N. B., on the 26th
it the residence of her sonm-in-law
» Nicholson, Elizabeth, relict of the
nes A. Wilson, formerly of 'St. John
aged 80 years. :
"HY—At Woodstock, N. B., Jan. 27,
Brophy, aged 72 years. (Boston and
) papers please copy).
"URN—In Medford (Mass.), Jan. 26,
widow cof Charles Hepburn {formerly
~lestowm), 71 years. :
—At Westfield, Kings county, N. B..
7, of pneumonia, James H. Day, aged

s, g
m%m-b—'.,: At Milford. on the 28th o
I 1y, - of" "Phomas :i:l : ,:.‘7

year of hid

POOR DOCUMENT

and buys his instrumer
an eye to business.
This eale is GEN
left over from the h
unti

$10 to $50,
n ia cal

containing all the latest
desk, ete. Guaranteed {

Prj

Complete list
by letter or in person.

LAYTO

b LAVTON BROS '
\ e _é

os and Organe by
Used instrumends
ewcombe, Warn
& Hall, Bell,

’

»

a———— . =

P
IS

ord to sell instruments
reduction now, than to

leading American and Can-
' Sieinway, Hazleton, Karn,
Hood, Vese & Sone, Cornwall,

Bej ete.

cording to price of instrument.
our own

Cadnet @rand Pianos,

provements, including three pedale, full swing
ten years.

e only $195.

h full particulars furnished on application, either

N BROS.

144 Peel Street, Montreal.

ey

SHIP NEWS.

PORT OF ST. JOHN.
Tuesday, Jan. 26. -
ed.

Arriv

Stmr Manchester Trader, £3136, Linton,
Philadelphia, Wm Thomson & Co.

Schr Mary E, 78, 'Ward, Boston, F & L
Tufts, lumber, etc.

Barque Plymouth, 1,312, Fielden, Barbads,
Wm Thcmson & Co, bal.

Stmr Cape Breton, from Cape Breton.
TR, s‘;dmeodnv. Jan. 2T.
e i die R HeTITNGA, SOnOned & GO,
mdse, mails and pass.

Coastwise—Schr Abana, 7, McdDomough,

from St Martins. -
ursday, Jan. 28.
N%o::twise—@ch Agnes May, 9, Kerrigan,

‘Cleared.

Tuesday, Jan. 26.
Stmr Gulf of Venice, Cook, Cape Town via
Louisburg, Wm “mwgaf Co.
esday, Jan. 2.
Coastwise—Stmrs Cape ~Buton,' Kemp, for
mmm E\érg-, ]g}koel, 1:Nivea. for [Parrsboro;
80 ort, iner, for Annapolis; Alph B
Parker, Outhouse, for Tiverton. 3
Thursday, Jan. 28.
Coastwise—Barge No 6, McLeod, Parrsboro.
schs Agnes May, Kerr St Martins; Au-
gusta Evelyn, 30, Scovil, North Head; Abana,
McDonough, St Martine.

CANADIAN PORTS.

Halifax, N S, Jan. 26—Ard stmrs Silvia
from New York, and salled for St John's
S e Stiian, Feirtal, Li

mrs Sicilian, 1, Liv s -
acia, Mitchell, Glasgow. e
rd 26th—Stmr Lovalist, from St John.

Halifax, Jan 27—Ard, stinr Ask, from Ja-
mgl:"—&m Veritas, - U

TS ~ Utne, for Havana;
Halifax, Ellis, for Boston; Silvi arre!
o o el i ahaiied
Halifax, Jan 28—Ard, schs Alcaea, New

BRITISH PORTS,

Kinsale, Jan 26—Passed stmr Cornishman,
Ponrélwd for Uée_ﬁrpool.
ifast, Jan rd stmr Salerno, from

St John (N B.) o

Moville, Jan 26—Ard stmr Joian, from St
John and Halifax for Ldiverpool (and pro-
hiverpocl, Jan 21—Ard

verpool, Jan 27— , stmr Jomian, {

St John Snd Haiifax; Cornishman, from Port-
and.

Kinsale, Jan 27—Passed, stmr Michigan
trom Boston for Liverpool.

Queenstown, Jan 27—Ard, stmr Teutonic
{rom New Yor}: fc;_ EAve 1.

Avonmouth, Jan 27—And, stmr Englishma
from Portland via Liverpooi. - o

Plymouth, Jan 27—Ard, stmr Patricia, from
New York for Cherbourg and Hamburg.
Southampton, Jan 27—Sld, stmr Kaiser Wil-
helm Der Grosse, for New York.

Liverpool, Jan 2i—Ard, stmr Kansas, from
Eoston.

Sld—Stmr Oceanic, for New York.

London, Jan 27—Ard,~ stmr Lancastrian,
from Poston.

South Africa Port, Jan 28—Ard previously,
str Oriana, St John and Sydney.
5 tvonmoum, Jan 27—SId, etr Monmouth, S
ohn.

Brow Head, Jan 28—Passed, str Monteagle,
St John for Aw‘onmoutg.

Liverpool, Jan 28—Ard, strs Michi -
ton; ‘I?utonic, New York. .

FOREIGN PORTS.

Vineyard Haven, Mass., Jan 26—Ard schr
Arthur M Gibson, from Apalachicola for St
John (N B.) i

Sld—Schrs Wandrian, from Walton (N S)
for New York; Mary B Lyuch, from Black
[siland (Me), do.

Passed—Schr Harry Knowlton, frem St
John (N B) for New York.

Buenos Ayres, Dec 28—Ard schip Patriarch,
trom Tusket (N 8.) .

Portland, Me, Jan 2—Sld Cape Blizabeth
Lightship No 74 to resume her station near
entrance Portland harbor.

Boston, Jan 26—S1d stmr Boston, for Yar-
mouth (N $S.)

Havre, Jan 26—Ard stmr Cheronea, from
New York. °*

Antwerp, Jan 26—Sld, stmr Virginian, for
Portland (Me).

Boston, Jan @7—Ard, stmrs Canadian, from
Liverpool; Preston, from Port Limon; Hu-
ron, from Jacksonville; City of Birmingham,
from Savannah; Parthian, from Philadelphia;
H F Dimock, from New York; schrs Jennie
Lockwood, Wilmington; Harry Messer, from
Wilmington; Henry B Fiske, from Brumns-
wick; Jessie Lena, from Carrabelle (Fla);
Sadie C Sumner, from Apalachicola; Fannie
Palmer, from Newport News; Helen H Bene-
iict, from Newport News; Marie O Teel,
from Baltimore; Dorothy Pahmer, from Balti-
more.

Sld—Stmrs Ultonia, for Liverpool; Bohemia,
for Liverpool; Osceola, for Blueflelds: Her-
man Winter, for New York; Kong Haakoa,
for New York; James 8 Whitney, for New
'Ym.lgw E:x:?‘:wmf;log Balttmore; Bedouin,
or nah; Harrisburg, towing barge, fo
Philadelphia. 4 2 i il
§1d crom !

from.
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M Todd, from New York for Calais; Hope
Haynes, from ‘Vineyard Haven for FPort-
{and; Pardon G Thompson, from Port Jack-
son for Rockland; Silver Heels, from Rari-
an River for Portsmouth.

Dutch Island Harbor, R I, Jan 21—Ard,
_schs ‘Wandrian, from Walton (N S) for New
York; John Bracewell, from Sullivan for
New York; Mary E Lynch, from Bar Harber
for New York.

City Island, Jan 27—Bound east, stmr North
3tar, for Portland.

Bound south—Schrs Alaska, from Jonesport
(Me); Sarah S Smith, from Portland; Oak-
woods, drom Narragansett.

New York, Jan 27—ard, bges Bristol, from
Suenos Ayres; Killarney, from Cerro Azul;
schrs Bradford C French, from Fernandina;
w Hopkins, from BrunewicK; Chas § Hirsch,
from Brunswick; Edith L Allen, from Vir-

<inia.

Sld—Ship Howard D Troop, for Shanghai;
ages Mary C Hale, for Fernandina; Herbert
Fuller, for Fernandina; Rebecca Colwell, for
3an Juan; schrs Marie Palmer, for Bruns-
wick; Kate B Ogden, for Savannah; Win-
shester, for Virginia; A & M Carlisle, for
/irginia; Gerirude L Trundy, for Richmond;
# D Hilton, for Virginia; Merom, for Phil-
adelphia and Porto Rico; Wm Churchill, for
Jeorgetown

(S C).

Portland, Jan 27—Ard, stmr Hiberzian, from
Jlasgow; U § Tevemue cutter Semincle, from
.ruising; schrs Alice M Colburn; from New-
yort News; Governor Ames, from Newport
News.

Cld—Schr Geo E Walcott, for Newport

News.
Sld—Schr Normandy, Dariem, for Bath, in

Vineyard Haven, Jan 27—Sid, echms Alice
tJolbrook, from South Amboy for Boston; R
D . from Elizabethport for St John;
\rthur M Gibson, from Apalachicola for St
john.

Baltimore, Jan 28—Ard, str Pecine, Bos-

on.

Sld—Str Nantucket, Boston.

Boston, Jan 28—And, strs Columbian, Lon-
fon; Carisbrook, Cardenas; Hallfax, Halifax;
Joston, Yarmouth; Katahdin, Georgetown;
Rosalie, New York; Juniata, Baltimore; H
M Whitney, New York.

S0d—Strs Aransas, New York; H F Dim-
ek, do; Tresco, Philadelphia; Parthian, do.

Cherbourg, Jan 27—Sld, str Kaiser Wilhelm
Jer Grosse, New York.

Delaware Breakwater, Jan 28—Ard, sch
Charles A<Campbell, Newport News for Bos-

.on.

Passed up—Tug Tamaqua, towing three
»arges, from eastern ports for Philadelphia.

gld—Sch Jennie French Potter, from New-
yort News for Boston.

Gloucester, Jan 28—Ard, sch Harry Troop,
%t Thomas (DWI); Bohemia, Bay of Islands
(Nfld.)

- New London, Jan 28—Ard, sch Clara Jane,
rom South Amboy for Calais.

Norfolk, Jan 28—Sld, barge Carrie, Boston;
‘lintonia, Fall River; Annie, eastern port.

Philadelphia, Jan 28—Ard, strs Indian, Bos-
on; Lancaster, Salem, towing one barge,
rom Boston; sch Fortuna, Windsor.

Cld—Sch Agnes Manning, Portland.

Vineyard Haven, Jan 28—Ard, sch Freddie
\ Higgins, Port Reading for Grand Manan.

LIST OF VESSELS BOUND FOR ST. JOHN.

Steamers.

@vangeline, 1,417, London via Halifax,Jan 15.
Florence, 1,609, London via Halifax, Jan 24.
Lake Champlain, 4,665, at Liverpool, Jam 21.
Lake Manitoba, 5,705, Liverpool, Jan 18,
Lakonia, 3,046, at Glasgow, Jan 20.
Laurentian, 2,83, to saill from Ldverpool,

Jan 28.
Manchester Commerce, 3,444, at Manchester,
Jan 22.

Manchester City, 3,727, at Manchester, Jan
oo

Monmouth, 2,569, Avonmouth, Jan 27.
Montrose, 5,349, at London, Jan 19.
Parisian, 3,3%5," at Halifax, Jan 2.
Tritonia, 2,720, Glasgow, Jan 16.
-Unique, 1,228, Glasgow, Jan 16.
Wyandotte, 2,712, at Cape Town, Dec T.

Barcues.
Italia, 635, at Castallamara, Oct 10.
Barquentines.

Anagar, 336, at Swansea, Dec 30.

Fthel Clark, 397, Apalachicola, Nov 26; at
Bermuda, Dec 25, leaking.

__—_‘_‘—-4-‘.—-‘—'——

Andrew Carnegie has set apart - $4,000,000,

the interest upon which is to form a fund

to relieve workmen injured in the Carnegie

Steel Company plants near Pittsburg, and to

aid the heirs of those killed while at work.

———————————
Our New Term Begins
Monday, -znuary 4th.

The year now closing has been our Record
Year. For this we thank our patrons, and
will strive earnestly to deserve that 1004 will
be still more successful.

We hold the right for exclusive use in
New Brunswiek of the latest and only up-
to-dato Actval Business Practice. s

Sond for Catalogue.

S. KERR & SOF

ay
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Common
FORBIS. HER GONG T0 WAR

An Astonishing But Convincing Statemen: by George Kennan,
the American Student of Russian Matters—A Nation is
as Strong in War as Its People Are Prosperous in
Peace, and the Russian People Are
Pitiably Poor.

The outcome of the impending struggle
will be determined largely, first, by the
number of warships and fighting men that
Russia and Japan, respectively, can put at
once into the field of action; second, by
the comparative efficiency of their fleets
and armies as fighting orgamizations, ir-
respective of numerical suyperiority; and,
third, by the financial resources and the
economic condition of the two powers,
regarded as nations.. If the war siould
be a short ome, the two factors first nam-
ed would have most importance, and
would probably be decisive; but if the
struggle should last through more than a
single campaign, the third factor might
have a greater influence upon’ the result
than either of the others.

If, in a general naval engagement, Japan
should defeat Russia and obtain command
of the sea, she would Le able to tianspcrt
a large army to the mainland; and the
struggle for stupremacy there would nct
only be a long one, but would probably
strain to the utmost the financial 1e-
sources of the two nations, and bring to
a final test the devotion, patriotism, and
loyalty of the two peoples. Modern, wars
are enormously expensive, and, .as the
British campaign in South Africa has
shown us, they are particularly costly to
powers that thave to fight at a great dis-
tance from their military and naval bases.
It is possible, consequently, that the ques-
tion of Ris-ia’s success or failure in the
Far East may ultimately turn upon her
ability to raise money for a long war, and
upon the willingness of her people to bear
patiently and patriotically the heavy bur-
dens that such a war will lay upon them.
It is the-efore important to know what
Russia’s ecogomic status really is, and
what the attitude of her people would be
toward their government in the event of
war, and toward the war itself if it should
be long continued.

Treasury Shewings Deceptive.

At first glance, the financial position of
Russia would seem to be fairly strong.
Her public debt—a little more than $3,-
300,000,000—is large, but her credit abroad
continues to be good; her bonds recom-
mend themselves to prudent and couserv-
ative investors—the New York Life In-
surance Company, for'example, holds $3,-
000,000 or $10,000,000 worth of her guar-
anteed railway securities—she has recent-
ly refunded $1,400,000,000 of her 5 and 6
per cent. interest-bearing debt at 3% and
4 per cent., with an increase of only $3),-
000,000 in the praocipal; and her reserve
of gold now amounts to something like
$400,000,000, with an additional sum of
$340,000,000 in circulation. This, on its
face, would seem to be an extremely good
showing; but i must not be forgotten
that the stability of national finances de-
pends, ultimately, upon the prosperity and
earning capacity of the people who com-
pose the natiom; and that a government
which has despotic power may, for a long
term of years, make a good showing to its
creditors while at the same time it is im-
provishing its people and exhausting’ the
source from which it draws its supplies.

Seventeen years ago, Mr. E. 1. Utin, one
of the most distinguished lawyers of the
St. Petersburg bar, a close observer and
a man of wide information, said, in a dis-
cussion of this subject; “A clever finance
minister may, for a long time, make ends
meet by devising new methods of taxa-
tion, by raising excise and customs duties,
or even by juggling with figures; but there
is no hope for the finances of a country
like ours, where the taxpaying power of
the population as a whole is steadily de-
creasing.”” Was such the state of atfairs
in Russia in 1886, and has it changed for
the batter since that time?

The statistics of the zemstvos (provin-
cial assemblies), the investigations of po-
litical economists, the reports of imperial
commissions, and the statements of Rus-
sia’s finance ministers, all go to show,
not only that Mr. Utin’s presentation of
the case was a fair and accurate one seven-
teen years ago, but that the decline in the
earning capacity and taxpaying power oi
the Russian people is more marked and
more notice'bl: now than it was then.

Families Often Livs on Seven Acres.

The evidence to support this statement
is so abundant as to make adequate pres-
entation of it in a single article imprac-
ticable, if not absolutely impossible; but
enough may be given, perhaps, to show
its general character and define its clearly
marked tendency. Take first, for ex uuple,
the small amounts of land owned by mil-
lions of Russian peasant families. § a’is-
tics compiled by the zemstvos of forty-
nine provinces of European Russia in 1851
showed that 891,000 peasant families, rep-
resenting a population of perhaps 7,090,-
000, had only nine acres of land per
family; and that 2,219,444 peasant house-
holds, representing a population of 18,
000,000, had only twenty-one acres each,
although hundredy of thousands of such
households consisted of from eight to
twenty-five members. A family of, say
twelve persons might. gain a subsistence
from a farm of twenty-one acres—or even
from _nine acres—if the land were all
arable and fertile; but the Russian pea-
sant allotments include land of all sorts—
pasture, woodland, desert, and swamp—
and even the part that is arable has be-
come so impoverished, from lack of ferti-
lization, that it often yields less than half
of a normal crop. In European Russia, as
a whole, the average yield of grain is only
thirty-nine poods (1404 pounds) to the
decetine (2.7 acres); while in Italy it )3
fifty-five poods; in Austria, sixty-eight; in
Germany, seventy-four; in France, sev:
enty-five; in the United  States, cighty-
one; and in England, 122. The average
productiveness of Russian peasant land-
allotments, thercfore, is only half that of
American farms, and, if other conditions
were equal, twice as much of it would be
needed to support the averaze family.

Land Growing ! ers Productive

But this is not the worst feature of the
situation- as regards land. Statistics show
that the quantity of land owned by Rus-
sian peasant proprietors, per capita, and
the gross per capita product of that land,
ave both decreasing, and have been de-
creasing steadily for many years. A com-
mission appointed’ by the minister of fin-
ance in 1899 to ascertain, if possible, the
feasons for- the deeline in ‘the economie
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condition of the peasant farmers of Kuro-
pean Russia generally, and of the “wack-
soil provinces” im particular, reported
that in the fifty provinces of Xuropean
Russia the per capita amount of wheat
iand rye harvested in the years 1891-06, as
compared with the quantity produced in
the years 1861-65, showed a decrease of
thirty-tive per cent. In the “black-soil
provinces,” where the economic distres3
was greatest, the decrease was forty-four
per cent., or nearly one-half.

In a petition to the governor general of
Odessa, asking permission to migrate to
some other part of the empire, the pea-
sants of the Biruchinsk district, in - -¢
province of Voronezh, stated that at the
time of the emancipation of the serfs the
allotment of land to the male peasants of
that district was six and three-quarters
acres per capita. Since then there has
been a large increase in the population,
but no increase whatever in the land at
its disposal. “Even the small areas that
we cultivate,” the peasants say, ‘‘have be-
come impoverished for lack of fertilization,
inasmuch as we have no cattle and can-
not get manure. Many of our families
number more than fifteen or twenty-five
persons, and out of the scraps of ground
allotted to them they cannot get even a
bare subsistence: In a year or two more
we shall all starve to death.” ..e state-
ment of the peasants that they are in
danger of actual starvation is fully cor-
roborated by the report of the agricultu-
ral commission belore cited, which says
that in the central provinces generally the
peasants are forced to sell, for export,
grain that they ought to eat, and are con-
sequently “in a state of chronic semi-star-
vation.”

One Horse for Five Famil'es.

The bad economic condition of the Rus-
sian peasantry may be/shown in another
way, by the statistics of farm animals.
The Russian novelist Uspenski once wrote
a story of peasant life, which he called
“A Quarter of a Horse,” .and which was
intended to set forth, in the guise of fic-
tion, the social and economic status of an
_agricultural population that had only one
horse to every fcur families. In some parts
of the province of Voronezh such a story
would have to be entitled “A Sixth of a
Horse” or “An Eighth of a Horse,” inas-
much as the proportion of horses to fami-
lies would be represented by these frac-
tions. As it is manifestely impossible for
a peasant farmer to cultivate a farm of
any -considerable size without the aid of
at least one horse, the number of agri-
cultural families that are horseless is the
number that must be regarded as practi-
cally ruined. Statisties compiled by the.
zemstvos of the central provinces show
that even before the agricultural crisis be-
came. as acute as it is now, 20 or 30 per
cent of the peasant farmers in the form-
erly rich provinces of Chernigof, Vero-
nezh, Poltava, Saratof, Kursk and Tam-
bof, did not have even a single horse,while
nearly one-third of the entire population
of Voronezh had neither horse nor cow.

In the province of Riazan 32,000 peas-
ant proprietors out of 80,000 had no horse,
and 21,000 out of 80,000 had neither horse
n0r COW.

Between 1800 and 1871 the number of
horses in the “black-soil provinces” de-
creased 15 per cent; in 1889 the decrease
amounted to 30 per cent; and in 1895 it
reached 48 per cent.

Pitinb'y Smal, Earnings.

The economic condition of the average
Russian peasant in the central provinces,
where the distress is greatest, may be
shown in another way by comparing his
earnings and expenses. The statistical com-
mittee of the province of Voronezh has
made a careful and detailed investigation
of the annual household budgets of 67
peasant families in that province, selected
in such a manner as to be fairly repre-
sentative of the whole agricultural popula-
tion. It appears from the committee’s re-
port that the average peasant farmer’s
family consists of eight persons. Its an-
nual gross revenue, from all sources
amounts to $212.20. Of this sum $105.08 in
meney and $107.12 in farm produce at its
cash value. Of the cash receipts, $18.80, or
nearly one-half, goes to pay taxes and rent
for additicnal land, leaving $56.28 in cash
for clothing, tea, sugar, salt, Kkerosene,
soap, agricultural implements, household
furniture, etc., for a family of eight per-
sons during a period of one year. The com-
mittee finds that such a family spends
annually $8.84 for clothing; $1.98 for tea
and sugar; $1.64 for household furniture;
$1.20 for salt; 88 cents for kerosene; 39
cents for soap, and 4 cents for ““articles
of personal comfort.” It is hardly neces-
sary to comment upon the economic con-
dition of a rural population in which the
average family pays $18.80 in taxes “and
rent, and is then able to spend only $8.84
a year for clothing, 83 cents for lights, 39
cents for scap, and 4 cents for “articles
of personal comfort.”

Exporting G-ain That Should Be Eaten.

The increasing exports of grain from
Russia in recent years have been taken as
an indication that the agricultural popu-
lation of the empire is becoming more and
more presperous and is raising a larger and
larger annual surplus of food products, but
such-is by no means the case. Under pres-
sure of desperate necessity, the Russian
peasants are selling breadstufls that they
cught to consume, and are increasing their
exports at the expense of their health.
This was clearly shown by Mr. Sharapof
at a meeting of the Society for the ‘En-
couragement of Frade and Industry in St.
Petersburg; again by Mr. Marres in a re-
port to the statistical section of the Mos-
cow Juridical Society; and a third time by
Professor Isaief in a report to the Russian
Free Economic Society of St. Petersburg.
Mr. Marres declared that Russia exported
17 per cent of her grain product, while the
United States exported only eight per
cent; that the Russian peasant consymed
only half the quantity of bread that he
ought to eat; and that in twenty prov-
inces of Furopean Russia the population
vwas underfed. Professor Isaief showed
that the amount of food eaten by

the peasants of European Russia generally
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was 20 per cent less than the smallest
quantity that the rules of hygicne pre-
seribe. The Russian peasant sell a dispro-
portionate quantity of their grain product
for export, not because they have a sur-
plus, not because they do not need it for
themselves and for their families—but be-

-cause they must get money with which to

pay their taxes.

If we test the economic condition of the
Rueian peasant by his taxpaying power,
we are brought DBy another route to the
sume result. In the province of Voron-
ezh, for example—the same province in
which one-third of the peazants had neith-
er homse mor cow—the unpaid arrears of
taxes were $15,566.000, while in Samara, in-
cluding the = land-reduction tax, they
amounted to - $28,801,000. Between 1871
and 1575 the arrcars of taxes in the
“black-soil provincas” never exceeded ten
per cent of the annual assessment. In
1896 they amounted to 42.per cent, and
in 16€0 to 177 per cent.

The comptroller of State, in his report
to the czar for 1902, called particular -i-
tention to the-fact that thé arreans of
ijand-redemption taxss in Kuropean Rue-
gia a3 a whole had increased from $47,000,-
000 in 1897 to $61,000,000 in 1902, and that
in many provinces the peasants had prae-
tically cecscd to pay thewe taxes. In the
province of Simbinck the arrears wers 382
per cent of the anmual assesment; in
Samara, 403 per cent; in Kazan, 562 per
cent; in Oremburg, 533 per cent, and in
Ufa, 613 per cent. Theme figurcs show,
the ccmptroller eays, ‘“how far beyond
the’ strength of the peasants this bunden
is.

Land Exhausted.

In h's report to the czar for 1901, Mr.
de Witte, the late minister of finance,
seemed to  attribute the umsatisfactory
econsmic conditicn of the peacantry to bad
harvests, and eaid that the rural popula-
tion had lost from that cause, in a pericd
of five years, not less than $509,000,L00.
He left 1t to be inferred that these bed
harvests were due to climatic or other
natural conditions that could not be con-
trolled; but it is perfectly apparint, to cne
who studies carefully the statistics rmil
reporis of the zemstvcs, that bad har-
vests in Russia are largely the rawmits of
land cxhaustion, primitive agricuitural
methods, scarcity of domestic animals,
opprewive bureaucratic legislation, rigor-
ous collection of burdensome taxes, popu-
lar ignorance, and hopelers discourage-
ment. Bad goverrment is the antecedent

cause, and bad harvests are the consequent
result.

One would naturally suppose that when
a prudent and far-sighted government dis-
covered that i‘s people were becoming
impoverished, it would remove, if poss-
ible, the causes.of the impoverishment,
and lighten the burden of taxation by re-
vtrieting expenditures. Ruseia has done
neither of these things. The agencies that
were hampering and crippling the produe-
tive activity of her -agricultural classes
ten years ago are still at work, and her
anmual budgst has increazed meanwhile
from $520,000,000 to $1,036,000,000. Bus
eome of her statesmen have taken alarm
at last. At a general meeting of the eoun-
cil of state, on the 12th of January, 1803,
Mr. de Witte, the late minister of finance,
informed the membens of ‘that council that
“ihe imposition of direct and’ . indiréet
taxes upon the population has reached the
last possible limit. To lay any furher bur-
den upon the taxpaying power will not

be regarded as permiseible in the present
economic condition of the . country.The
aim of an enlightened financial.policy now
should be to seek means of decréasing,
gradually, the burden of tazation.” y

Money Sunk in Military Roads,

The minister of finance further informed
the council of slate that, in comsequence
of the construction of a n of unipro-
ductive railways for puraly military and

state railway system in 1903 would result
in a loss of $30,000,000. In 1005, with the
construction of the Orenburg-Tashkent
and Vologda-Sedletek k¥mes, he thought the
government’s railway accounts might show
a deficit of $42,000,000. -
From the facts above set forth it clear-
'y appears that the economic condition of
the Russian people iz extremely unsatis-
factory; that they have been taxed to “the.
last possible limit;” that the minister of
finanez narrowly escapscd a deficit in 1903;
and that the council of state finds it ne~
cearnry to warn all ministers and he¢ads of
departments that they muse take “most

creage of expenditures.”” Can a govern-
ment that is in such a financial condition
os th's carry on a long war in the far
East without imminent rizk of imperilling
‘it credit abroad and ite prestige and ee-
curity at home?—George Kennan in The
Qutlook.

The winter threatens to bs a time of great
hardship, and even privation, to thousands
of workmen and their familieg in the Narth
of England. ;
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