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- PRESIDENT WILSON'S
ATTITUDE UNKNOWN

Both German and Austrian Notes Received in Wash-

ington -- Bonar Law Says Entente Allies Require|

Adequate Reparation for Past and Guaranteed

Security of Future.

NO ABATEMENT IN BRITAIN'S MILITARY PREPAR-
ATIONS—LITTLE FIGHTING EXCEPT IN ROU.
MANIA, SERBIA AND ON BOTH BANKS OF THE
MEUSE—MONASTIR BOMBARDED —VIOLENT
SLUMP IN STOCK MARKETS YESTERDAY ON
POSSIBILITY OF PEACE.

Both the German and Austro-Hungarian notes concerning peace have
been received in Washington and soon will be transmitted to the bell-
igerents of the Entente Powers, No official intimation has yet come as
to whether President Wilson will merely transmit the notes as received
or to their reciplents that the United States hopes that a dis-
cussion of peace may result.

While Great Britain has not yet officialyJreceived the proposals her
attitude and that of her allies with regard to peace was reiterated in’the
House of Commons Thursday by Andrew Bonar Law, the new chancel-
lor of the exchequer, who said the Entente Allies required adequate
reparation for the past and adequate security for the future.

Russia Opposes Parley. e;(aciept a sh;teme(nt in the Berlg oﬂ}-

< c! communication that the ench

g:d“::;z;:;] s&?seu;sziéfr(;n;:g;: have made advances on both banks of

attacks the Teutonic Powers for lack |the river. Paris merely reports bom-

of sincerity and says the firm deter.|DRrdments in these regions.

mination of the Entente “to continue The Téutons have bombarded Mon-

M war to a final triumph can be astir and the entire front held by the
’:mkened by no fllusory proposals of | Serbs in'this sector. 1
the enemy.” British War Statement.

That there i's to be no abatement in London, Dec. 14—The war effice to-

m;{g’]’lwf L:;“::ﬁ%;;:ﬁf;:o:; :\ilgh't issued the following communica-
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parliament of an additional credit of “Last night enemy tr were

LLOYD-GEORGE
NAT 30 WELL

London, Dec. 14—The condition of
Premier Lloyd George has taken a
slight turn for the worse. He suffered
considerably from a severe chill, con-
tracted early in the week, and his
physicians have ordered him to re-
main in bed for a few days more.
Friends of the premier express the
hope that he will be able to appear in
the House of Commons next Tuesday,
as planned.

Foster Cables” Premier.

Ottawa, Dec. 14—Sir George Foster
who left last night for England, sent
the following message to Premier
Lloyd George.

“Canadian government sends hearty
congratulatiohs. Canada stands with
you and 'ﬂm( pire for vigorous pros-
ecution of the war until complete vie-
tory is attained.”

of their confidence in their military
and economic power, an appeal to the
Uulted States Spain and Switzerland,

400,000,000 pounds. entered by us in the neighborhood of
Slump in Stocks. Monchy-Au-Boifs, south of Arras. A
There was a violent slump in stocks | number of casualties were inflicted.
yesterday! Dugouts filled withh German troops
On the fighting fronts everywhere, |were bombarded. A raid was attempt-
except in Roumania and along both|ed against our trenches in the mneigh-
banks' of the Meuse, only bombatd-|borhood of Hulluch, but the enemy
ments and minor operations are being | failed to enter them. Prisoners were
carried out, In Roumania the Dan:|left in our hands.
ube army of the Teutonic Allies has “The usual artillery activity con-
now crossed the Jalomitza river and tinued today on both sides. Our bom-
all along the front the advance of the [ bardment of an enemy dump in the
invaders continueg unchecked. neighborhood of Pys (northeast of Al
No details have come through as to|bert) set fire to the material collected
French operations along the Meuse, | there, causing large clouds of smoke.”

USSIA OPPOSES GONFERENGE
10 GONGIDER PEAGE NOW

Petrograd, Dec. 14, via London.— bia was conquered, forgetting that
The peace proposal of the Central such promises unfulfilled would create
\‘Powers is regarded by the Russian |profound distrust.

] Zovernment as “an attempt to court “In its further efforts, which are
public opinion and encourage the peo- |similarly due to the same interested
ple of Germany by appearing to put|considerations, the German govern-
the responsibility for the continuation | ment is obliged to carry this question
of the war upon the Entente Allies.” |outside of Germany. All the world re-

The proposal has been received by |calls those attempts in neutral coun-
official Petrograd without an atom of |tries, particularly the United States.

Eympatily. Insane Methods.
Official Statement,

“Seeing the insanity of such meth-
ods, which deceived nobody, Germany
attempted to create a peace atmos-
phere, which would allow her to con-
solidate her aggressive and imperialis.
tic tendenci while sowing discord
between the Allies by seeking to make

An official of the foreign office made
today the following statement, which
has been issued by the semi-official
Petrograd news ag@hcy:

“The new appeal of our feg is
not their first attempt to throw upon |
the Entente Powers the responslblmylpnbllc opinion believe that separate
for the war they let loose. In order |pour parlers were inprogress between
to obtain the support of the Germa.niher and the Entente Powers. There
peoples, who are tired of the war, tire i were also persistent reports of a sep-
Berlin government many times has }arate peace.
had reccurse to fallacious words of; “In view cof the fact, however, -that
peace, and has freguently, in order to|the Allies, with strong unanimity, re-
animate its troops, offered prospects'jected all these attempts, our ene-
of an early peace. It promised peace mies had to think of a more serious
when Warsaw was taken, wl.len Ser-'plan, They today are making, in spite

BRITISH DECLARATION )

London, Dec. 15—“The Allies require that there shall be adequate
reparation for the past, and adequate security for the future. That is
still the policy and-still the determination of His- Majesty’s govern-
ment.”

This was the declaration of Andrew Bonar Law, repeating the
words of Mr. Asquith three months ago, as he made his debut today as
the leader of the new government in the House of Commons. It was
only a brief and passing allusion to the German peace proposal, but the
ringing announcement that it was still the policy and determination
of the government struck the keynote of the nmew government’s atti-

=~ tude, and d a pi tion of approval.

g their anxiety to enter into
negotmuons for peace.

Lack of Sincerity.

“The lack of sincerity, and the ob-
ject of the German proposals ig evi-
dent. The enemy governments have
need of heroic measures to complete
the gaps in their armies. Germany is
projecting a sort of serfdom in the
guise of compulsory military service
The German government, in order to
uplift the hearts of its people and
prepare it for fresh sacrifices, is striv-
ing to create a favorable atmosphere
with the following sentences:

“We are struggling for our exist-
ence; we are proposing peace; it is
refused us. Therefore the responsi-
bility for the continuation of the war
falls upon our enemies.”

“The object pursued by Germany,
however, is clear. She speaks of re-
spect for the rights of other nations,
but at the same time she has already
introduced into Belgium, Serbia, Mon-
tenegro and Poland a regime of terror
and violence. As for the future, Ger-
many has proclaimed an illusory in-
dependence for Poland; she proposes
to divide Serbia between Bulgaria and
Austria; economically to subjugate
Belgium, and cede to Bulgaria part of
Roumanian territory.

Oppose Negotiations.

“Everywhere the idea of the hegem-
ony of Germany predominates. The
latest gpeeches of Von Bethmann-Holl-
wegg show the true aspirations of the
German government. But today, when
the Entente Powers have proclaimed
their unshakeable determinatiom to
continue the war to a successful end,
and to prevent Germany from estab-
lishing her hegemony; no favorable
ground exists for peace negotiations.

“Our enemies knew of the speeches
of Lloyd George, Briand and Boselli
and the statement of Trepoff. They
were therefore assured that their pro-
posal would be unacceptable. It is
80, because the Entente Powers—the
friends of peace—are not inclined' that
way, but because theé peace offered
by Germany is a snare for public opin-
fon. \That is why the enemy govern-
ments: carefully avoid mentioning the
conditions of peace. We are sure that
this new enterprise of the disturbers
of peace will lead no one astray, that
it is condemned to failure, like the
previous efforts.

WEA THER- FAIR

ONSIDERED
)'ONGLY OPPOSED

THINKS

ENTE ALLIES WILL
HEJEGT PEAGE OFFER

Broad Intimation at Washington Embassies of Allies to this
Effect—German and Austrian Notes Arrive—Wilson
Undecided.

Washington, Dec. 14. —Arrival of both the German
and Austrian peace notes, and broad intimations at the En-
tente Allies’ embassies that the proposals of the Central
Powers wouldinot be flatly rejected without examination,
were the outstanding developments here today in the peace
move.

Germany's note, substantially the same as the publish-
ed texts, arrived by, cable this morning, and was followed
later by Austria's note. Secretary of State Lansing said it
was identical with Germany's and that neither contained any
change in meaning from the semi-official versions,

Wilson Undecided.

It was stated officially from the president that he had not
decided what action, if any, he would take in transmitting
the Central Power's proposals to the Entente belligerents.
Wihen, with t of G flatly rejecting pelace overtures, with-

FINANCES OF BRITAIN
GREAT FAGTOR IN WAR

Andrew Bonar Law, Chancellor of Exchequer,
Makes -Important Announcement in House of
Commons, Which Voted Additiona! War Credit
of Nearly Two Billion Dollars.

EXPENDITURES TO DATE £3,852,000,000 — “WE
CANNOT CONTINUE AT THE PRESENT FIG-
URES INDEFINITELY, ALL WE CAN HOPE FOR IS
THAT WE CAN KEEP AT THAT FIGURE LONG
ENOUGH TO BEAT OUR ENEMIES.”

London, Dec. 14.—“Something has happened on which | think it ne-
cessary that | should say a word. Naturally the papers are full of the
peace proposals from Berlin. Until now no proposalg have reached His
Majesty's government. ‘It is obvious that under these circumstances no
member of the government can make any statement on the subject.

“Considering the nature of the country and how entirely its energies
had been devoted to peace it is marveloug to consider how she had been
organized for war.”

proposals two days ago, it appeared
that the Entente Alilies were imclined
to reject the offer flatly it appeared
very doubtful if ~President Wilson
could find a way to add a word of medi-
akion in mmmimmg the notes. With
the apparent moderating of that first
atitude, as reflected in the Bnitish

' | newspapers, and ambng the Entente

Ally diplomats here, the way seems
easier for the.president to express, in
some way, the hq'u.a of the United
States that the praposal for a discus-
sion of peace will ;:Q}ho 3] wiiith-

out knowing what is proposed, it was
not improbabile that, after mature de-
liberation among themselbves, the Allies
would make reply, inquiring upon
what basis b discussibn was suggest-
ed. Such an action by the Allies, it
was pointed out, would not, by any
wmeans, bind them to a conference,
General Conference?

The German view of the next prob-
able step dis that m meeting of repre-
sentatives of all the belligerents
should be proposed flor a general dis-

out consideratiotr."*
European Neutrals.

In such a step there is a likelthood
of the United States being supported
by some of the Burapean meutrals.
The minister of one of them today,
asked his government to authorize him
to assure the president wof endorse-
ment in such a move, and it is believed
others are considering the same phase
of the situaition.

The change in the attitude of the
Entente embassies was regarded as
the most interesting development
pointing to the probable position of

fon. of an to a basis for
peace. German officlals here repeated:
ly have expressed their conviction
that, once having gone t¢hat far, the
movement would /result in an actual
peace conference. The conviction of
the Allied diplomaits, on the other
hand, is that Germany's terms, as out-
lined by the German embassy hers,
and as indicated by the tenor of the
German chancellor's speech, are such
that discussion would be fruitful of no
conclusion. But before approaching
thiat stage, they seem to agree that an
inquiry to the Central Powers for
more information of their proposal will

These words were the only ones which directly

referred to the

peace proposals from Berlin which Andrew Bonar Law, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, (a native of Richibucto), uttered when he spoke: in the
House of Commons today in moving a credit of £400,000,000.

Owing to iliness neither Premier David Lloyd George nor Former

Premiet Asquith was present.
the vote of credit.

The house voted unanimously to adopt

“Financially we cannot hope to go on indefinitely on the present
scale, but we can go on long enough to make sure that it will not be

from financial causes if we fail to
Increase .in Munitions.

Mr. Bonar Law said the actual ex-
penditures had exceeded the estimate
owing to the increase in munitions
and additional loans to Great Brit-
ain’s allies and to her dominions.

The chancellor said the total
amount of votes of credit since the
outbreak of the war was £3,952,000,-
000, including  £32,000,000 for extra
administration expenses.

Continuing the chancellor said:

“In moving the last vote of credit
Mr. Asquith used the words: ‘They
(the Allies) require that there shall
be adequate security for the future.
That is still the policy and still the

_|avoid being placed in the position of

the Allies. It was indicated that to|be proper, and that it will develop the

ground for the mext step.

T0RPEDD BOAT GRILSE SAFE
IN SHELBURNE, BUT 3IX L0ST

Remarkable Escape of Canadian War-ship which was
Thought to Have Foundered—Terrible Experience of
Crew, Six of Whom Peri shed and Two Injured.

Special to The Standard. thought was the latitude and longi-
Efelburne, N. 8., Dec. 14.—H. M. C. |tude sent out in the final call.
torbedo boat Grilse is safe, but six
of her gallant crew have been drown-
ed At half past ten o'clock tonight| It was evident that there was some
she arrived in Shelburne under her inacuracy, and the Grilse had not
own power. reached quite so far to the northward
The following men were drowned {as the waters searched by the ves-
in the terrible storm in which it was ﬁelﬂ which rushed to her assisiance.
belleved the Grilse went down with |Helplessly the torpedo hoat dri'ted
all hands:—A. J. Harrls, Mayo, Ire-|pefore the sixty mile an hour ealc,
land; G. Ashwin, London; Harry Mec-|put to the surprise of those on board
Auliffe, Halifax; Walter Tremhe&!kem above water. A tremendous sea
Toronto; Robert Wilkinson, Welling-|smashed on board destroying a :
ton-on-Tyne, England; E. Olements, house and carrying away the r
Hamilton, Ont. mast.
Fred Chandler, of Worthington,
England, has one leg broken and -
suffered severe internal injuries. Sub-| The six saflors who lost their lives
Lieut. Cyril N. Fry, of Ottawa, had |went over under that terrific weight
wrist and jaw broken. of water. Her wireless outfit became
a hopeless wreck. ‘Shortly after mid-
Storm Began Monday. night the storm somewhat abated and
Bad weather was encounterel on (githough there were occasional gusts
Monday night, and it was decided that | land a succession of heavy seas it be-
1t would be advisable to put intolcame evident that the weather was
Shelburne for shelter. On Tuesday !moderating. The men took heart and
the storm contlnued and as night 2d- | worked hard to save .their vessel.
d the @torm b more severe. | Ajthough the boat settled heavily by
The Grilse begm leaking and «Om- the head it was evident when daylight
d to settle y by the lsame that her tanks weresaving her
head. Wireless ““‘ were sent out ang that the leak could be controlled

Some InacCuracy.

Six Men Perished.

“The Entente Powers would as
a terrible responsibility before their
people, before all humanity, if, they
suspended the struggle against Ger-
many’s latest attempt to profit by the
present situation to implant her he-
gemony in Europe. All the innumer-
able sacrifices of the Allies would be

llified\ by a pr peace with
the encmy, who is exhausted, but not
yet brought down.

“The firm determination of the En-
tente Powers to continue the war to
a final triumph can be wi ed by
no illusory proposals of the enemy.”

for i 8838 |Bafore noon yesterday the wind had
piled over the lmle craft nmnhlnx gone down and the sun shone
her hatct and floodi her brightly.

room. Her engineers and officess| The cold was less severe and all
worked up to the walst in water and | that was lacking to bring comfort
were violently thrown about among|was food and drink. Every drop. of
the engines. fresh water was gone. The ship's

The Grilse carried three boats, two
bf these were smashed and carried
away. Her life rafts also washied

adrift. Hope was given up, and while
power remained the wireless flashed
the 8. 0.\8. signals, and the news
that the véssel was sinking. 3By this
time she had reached wmdat tuey

stores had been smashed and soaked.
But the men worked on. Water was
pumped and mailed out of below decks
and finally the enigne room was clear-
ed and the engineers were able to get
stdhm.

It was a happiness indescribable

(Continued on page 2.)

determination of His Majesty's gov:
ernment.” |

The statement was received witlx‘y
prolonged and general cheering.

In moving the vote of credit Mr.‘
Bonar Law said that, assuming !he“
rate of expenditure was the same as|
at present, the vote would carry them
until February 24. The total for the
financial year would be £1,950,000,-
000.

The budget estimate of the financial
year, he said, was exceeded by £350,
000,000.

Loans to allied
amounted £400,000 daily.
Vote of Credit.

In discussing the vote of credit Mr.
Bonar Law said an additional £200,-
000,000 would be required from Feb-
ruary 24, to which time today's vote
is expected to sufiice, until the end
of the financial year, which would
bring up the total vot®8 for the year
to £1,950,000,000 or €£350,000,000 in
excess of the estimate made some
months ago by the then chancellor,
Reginald McKenna. The enormous|
increase in output of munitions was
emphasized by the chancellor, who
said that if he could give the figures
of June 1915, and those of today the
difference would be almost incredible.

Berlin’s Peace Proposal.

“Something has happened on which
I think it necessary that I should say
a word,” Mr. Bonar Law continued.

“Naturally the papers are full of
the peace proposals from Berlin. Un-
til now no proposals have reached His
Majesty's government. It is obvious
that under these circumstances no
member of the government can make
any statement on the subject.

“Considering the nature ol this
country and how entirely itg energies
had been devoted to peace,” Mr. Bonar
Law went on, “it {s marvelous to con-
sider how she had been organized .for
war. No more striking proof of the
vitality of the country, from an indus-
trial point of view, was found than in
the enormous extent by which the
owtput of munitions had increased
during the last year.

Referring to the increase in loans
to allies and dominions the chancellor
sald it would be gratifying to the
house to know that it had gone large-
1y to Great Britain’s allies, the ¢omin-
fons having been able to finance their
expenditures. These advances were
just as much war expenditure, he
said, as the amount expended on the
British troops.

In response to a question, the chan-
cellor said it was hoped to expedite

gmernment:.{

secure victory.”
possible it might be prorogued on Des
cember 22 In regard to the bill ine
troduced in order to avoid election
and cases of new ministers who are
members of the house, the chancellor
expressed the hope that the house
would allow it to pass through all its
stages. Mr. Bonar Law said the
house would be occupied with the ap-
propriation bill on Monday and Tues-
day, at which time any business might
be discussed. Being asked by John
Redmond as to the possible length of
the recess after the prorogation, he
replied:
Cannot See Premier.

“I have been considering that, but
‘the Premier is ill, and the doctors will
not allow me to see him, go that I am
niot prepared to answer.”

Philip Snowden urged that a full
day be given for discussion of the
speech before the Reichstag of Chan-
cellor Von BethmanniHollweg at
which there were cries of “no,” from
all parts of the House.

“T'wo great advantages are possess-
ed by the Germans,” said Mr. Bonar
Law. “One is their preparedness for
war, They have today another advaa-
tage, that is, that circums ces have
so fallen out that the control of all the
resources ¢f our enemies are practical.
ly in one hand. One of ihe drawbacks
of our alliance, as of every alliance, is
that it is very difficult to get this
central control. To secure it has been'
the object not only of this govermment
but of the governments of our allies,
and i great deal has been done in this
direction during the last year, and %
particularly during the last six
months,

“In my belief,
and the rapidity

success in this war,
with which we can
bring it to a viotorious conclusion,
must depend upon the extent upon
which the resburces of the Allies in
men, mikney wand munitions can be
pooled -and thrown into the comanon
cause.”

Mr, Bonar Law said there had been
considerable saving in some of the
miscellaneous expenditures, especially
in regard to food and railways. A
bargain made with the railway dom-
panies had been a very good one for
the state, not merely from the point of
view of the immense convemience
which state control gave, but finan-
cially.

Despite the war bonuses there hwd\
been no financial loss, and probably
some financial gain.

The chancellor gave the votes of
credit since the outbrenk of the war
and said that they did not quite repre-
sent all the expenditures. There had
been expenditures over and above the
votes of credit of 330,000,000 pounds,
bringing the total since the outbreak
of the war to 3,852,000,000 pounds,

“That figure taxes the imagination,”
he went om,

“It is a colossal figure, but I do not
think it is an appalling amount. We
cannot continue at the present figures
indefinitely. Al We can hope for is
that we can keep at that figure long
enough to beat our enemies, and I be-
lieve we can go on Ibng emough to
make sure that it will not be from
financial causes if we fall to secure

the business of the house, so that if

vidtory ”




