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SAINT JOHN,

SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 22,
DR. ELLS ON OIL SHALES.

The summary report of the Geological Branch of the
Pepartment of Mines contains the report of Dr. R. W, Ells
on-the bituminous shales of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick. Professor Ells was instructed not only to examine
these . shales in with respect to their economic
value, in Scotland of their
productiveness, and for purposes of comparison to ex-
amine belts in Scotland from which oil is now extracted.
Accordingly he went to Scotland and spent there part of
the spring and summer of 1808. The detailed result of
the tests will be the subject of a report by Dr. Haanel,
Director of

Dr. Ells states that the shales in Scotland correspond
with those found in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, ex-
cept that the native material is softer. The Scotch shales
produce-on the average in recent years not more than
25 to 30 gallons of crude oil per ton, which seems to be
Jess than was extracted from material treated in earlier
years. As against shales which yield less oil
produce more of ammonia and give a valuable
contribution of parafin. The beds range from a few inch-
es to several feet, and some of the workings have been
carried down 1000 feet,
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Ells gave two
oil shales of Eastern Canada.
He found them at Lake Breton, at Stel-
larton, Pictou County, whence 4,000 tons of the material
was shipped to the States some fifty years ago. The value
of this shale sald to be $8.35 per ton at the
place of shipment, but the fell off after the discov-
eries of oil in Ontario and across the line. Black shales
are found in Scotia, notably at
Cheverie and Walton. Forty years ago one Mr. J. Camp-
bell, descrive deposits, estimating that there were
considerable belts which would yield 20 to 40 gallons
of crude oil to the ton. Fifty years ago Professor How
reported on the Pictou shales
Dr, Ells quotes from Mr
mined at Stellarton about 1860. The material was called
Stellartite and gave the town its present name.
Proceeding with .his review, Dr. Ells speaks of the
@ttempts made in 1860 to 1864 to develop the shale de-
posits in Albert County. A plant was erected at Balti-
more and operated several and produced, even
with the methods of that time, a good quality of
oil, the reported yield being given as 60 gallons to the
ton. The geologist was not able to follow the economic
history of operations as he did those of Nova
Scotia, for the on that all records were lost, some
of them in th of 1877, while the plant has
been entirely He learns, however, that several
shales from the
United States for
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Dr. Ells then describes the shales
Taylorville, Alber (where
ed) Weldon Creek, Turtle
Brook and elsewhere. He gives the result of determina-
tion by«br. Baskerville, dean of the faculty of science in
the University of New York, of nine lots taken from the
different places mentioned above, showing a yield of 30
to 60 gallons per ton,
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Ells speaks with scientific reserve.
e definitely stated,” he says, “in the pres-
undeveloped condition of the several dis-
*tricts in which the oil shales are known to occur in
“Eastern Canada, is that all these areas are well worthy
“of being tested in the most thorough manner, and by
*“all available means, especially by carefully selected core-
“drilling at several well selected points; in order that
“the waole series of beds may be located, their thickness
“ascertained, and a careful analysis of the several beds
*drilled through in the sections should be carried out;
#gince in the folded and faulted nature of the ground,
*“their actual depth and values cannot otherwise be as-
*certained.”

Dr. Ells adds, however, that in their contents of oil
and ammonia the shales of New Brunswick compare fa-
yorably with those of Scotland, so that it should be
possibie at present prices to utilize certain of the depos-
its, as the bonus recently granted by Parliament of 1 1-2
¢ents per gallon should offset the supposed greater cost
of mining the crude material.
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WHERE THE GOVERNED DISSENT.

‘When Spain did not allow to the Cubans the privilege
of self-Government, there were fightings, and the United
M'Ium interfered on the side of liberty. The explosion

Which wrecked the Malne turned the interference into
& war. When Spain was beaten she had lost Cuba, Porto
‘Rico, and the Philippi Cuba b inally in-
dependent. Porto Rico and the Philippines are not. The
destiny of the Philippines is not yet determined, but in
the meantime the natives have been kept in subjection
‘;,tom Porto Rico has become part of the United

mm-untmm Government, deriving

THE TORONTO GLOBE AND THE GRAFTERS.

When the account of the McAvity rakeoff was first
made public, the ministerial press in Ontario declared
that the Government could not afford to allow the mat-
ter to rest where it was. The Toronto Globe was em-
phatically sure that the matter must be investigated. But
the Government voted down the motion for investigation
and the Globe has this liva of excuse to offer:—

“How the appropriation for the dredging of the har-
bor of St. John had been expended was an ly
proper subject of Parliamentry inguiry, but the way in
which the Opposition proposed to undertake it, namely,
by compelling the Government to investigate itself, was
contrary to all precedent. A Government is, of course,
satisfied with the way in which an appropriation is em-
ployed. It is for those who are not satisfled to institute
an investigation. Complete machinery exists in the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts for conducting such an inquiry.
The subject could not even be intelligently discussed on
the floor of Parliament until the facts were ascertained
and put en record in the form of sworn testimony taken
before the Committee on Public Accounts.”

This is false history and bad d(u‘?\ne. The false
history is the statement that the Opposition wished to
compel the Government to investigate itself, whereas

- [the Opposition asked for a committee to investigate. The
_|false doctrine is that “a government is of course satisfled

with the way an appropriation is employed.” There is too
much reason to believe that the present Government is
satisfied with the way appropriations have been used to
pay rake-offs; but even this Government pretends to de-
sire honest expenditure, and not to be satisfied with any-
thing else.

Surely we may say that no government ought to be
satisfied with any way of spending but the honest way.
Surely it may be said that if there is reason to believe
prices have been swelled to make a rake-off in public
expenditure the Government should be the most anxious
of all to know it. If an opposition furnishes reason to
believe that there has been graft the Government ought
to be the first to “institute an investigation.” In the par-
ticular case a contractor made affidavit that he had paid
a middleman $35,933 out of a Government contratt. He
gave the dates and amount of each payment. He offered
to produce the cheques. The middleman did not contra-
dict him.

The Globe says that the Public Accounts Committee
was the proper body to make the investigation. The
Opposition has had experience with this committee, and
did not think it was best for the purpose. Moreover,
this committee had no authority to deal with accounts
outside of a limited period which did not include all these
transactions. Therefore the Opposition asked for a spe-
cial committee, knowing that this tribunal would also
have a majority of Government members.

The Government refused this investigation and in-
stituted no other. Thus the Government did what its
own friends declared that it could not afford to do. It
allowed the matter to stand as it was.. The Government
simply brought its majority to the protection of the graft-
ers, and nothing that the Globe can now plead will con-
done that crime.

OFFENSIVE AND OTHER PARTISANSHIP.

The Montreal Witness, though a strong Liberal paper,
tells its party some unpleasant truths respecting parti-
sanship and patronage in the civil service. It says:—
“The Liberal party is content to remain before the
country in a very dubious light through its determined
stand in favor of the corrupt and corrupting sybtem of
patronage in the administration of the Civil Service out-
side of Ottawa. What is the reason of this difference be-
tween the outside and the inside services? We know
of no explanation but the unlawful ‘one, that the outside
service, as it is, is largely made up of people who have
been, and perhaps can be, useful at elections, and who
could not pass any standard measure of fitness that a
reform law would prescribé for them. Is any light shed
upon it by the doctrine announced by Mr. Lemieux as
that of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Willilam Mulock, that
when any member complained that some one in the pub-
lic service had been working against him at an election,
that civil servants should be dismissed without trial,
a rule on which Mr. Lemieux stated that he had acted in
a case complained of. The Opposition put a gloss on Mr.
Lemieux’s rule and read into it, that when any member,
supporting the Government, complained, the person com-
plained of should be dismissed. In support of this gloss
is the fact that no case was alleged of a clvil servant
being similarly dismissed at the instance of a member
of the Opposition, altitough, as civil servants, like other
people, are liable to be influenced by bread and butter
considerations, we should expect such offences against
Opposition members to be as ten to one.”

SLIPPED AGAIN.
A number of editors from Australia and New Zealand
are leaving Canada after having spent some three weeks
in crossing from the Pacific to the Atlantic on the way
to the great Imperial conference of newspaper men.
These eminent and influential journalists from the
Southern Hemisphere are leaving this continent with the
impression that they have seen, or at least have passed
through Canada. As a matter of fact they have gone
through six provinces out of nine. Another little journey
of seven or eight hundred miles would have shown these
visitors three provinces which would be full of interest
to them. If they had crossed the continemt a week or
two earlier, they could not have sailed from Canada with-
out visiting one of the ports that do business all the year
round. As it is these able writers, who have never visit-
ed the Dominion before, and most of whom will never see
it again, will all their lives long have in their mind a
Canada which begins at Vancouver and ends at the
mouth of the St. Lawrence. The Eastern Provinces are
doing thelr share to pay for the advertising of this coun-
try, but they do not get much of the advertising unless
they obtain it at their own expense apart from what
they give to the general fund. 2

LATEST SHAKESPEARE CIPHER.

The Bacon cipher in Shi is still
the attention of a certain leisured class.

LOCKETS,
at very
moderate prices.

A. POYAS,

Watchmaker and Jeweler,

m MILL STREET
'« JOMN, N. l.
'Phone Maln 1807.

GHOSTLY
AIR SHIP
SEEN AGAIN

London, May 21—The mysterious
aeroplane or airship, the alleged per-
formances of which have been already
mentioned, is becoming a perpetual
nightmare. The newspapers for some
time past have caily recorded the tes-
timony of various persons who de-
clare they have heard or seen it fly-
ing over the eastern counties and the
North Sea. Now this latest Flying
Dutchman has turned up suddenly in
the neighborhood of Cardiff, where a
wayfarer, according to his own ac-
count, saw a cigarshaped airship
aground on the summit of Caephilly
Mountain at about last midnight.

He tells a very circamstantial story.
He relates how he watched the two
men forming the crew apparently re-
pairing the machine, until they saw
the watcher, when they hastily em-
barked an sonred away. A local
newspaper reporter went to the scene
and found the ground torn as though
by a plowshare, various printed pa-
pers, one 'in French containing tech-
nical directions, and numerous news-
paper cuttings dealing with aeronau-
tics.

While some newspapers profess
scepticism all printed the detalls, a
large proportion of the public, posses-
sed with the anti-Germany mania,
are ‘convinced that their arch-ememy
is among them,

PERSONAL

Mr. and Mrs, J. M. Queen and Mas-
ter Wendell, St. John, have been vis-
iting Mrs. Queen's parents, Mr. and
Mrs. J. M. Fripp.—Carleton Sentinel.
Trueman K. Gorbell left for Hallfax
vesterday morning.

Sussex Record—Miss McDermott is
the guest of her brother, Rev. Father
McDermott, - Church avenue.—Mrs, J.
Vernor McLellan, St. John, is at the
Knoll for a few days.

St. Croix Courier—Charles Clerke
and Henry Hill, who have been tour-
ing on the continent, took passage on
the steamship Virginian for their re-
turn home on May 15.—Mrs. isolton is
confined to her home by critical ill-
ness—Robert T. Wetmore, of 8t.
George, is a patient at Chipman Mem-
orial Hospital.—A. I. Teed has been
severely ill during the week but is
now happily recovering.—Herbert C.
Tilley, of St. John, is a patient in Chip-
man Memorial Hospital.

The marriage will take place on
June 2, of Miss Ida Mercy Hughes,
dnuhter of the late Mr. »’. Hughes,
of Toronto, to Mr. Guy Northeete Tol-

Mr. Harry Stubbs, who for some
time past has been teller in the North
End branch of the Royal Bank leaves
this evening for Sydney, to- which
place he has been transferred. Mr.
Roy Hastings takes his place in the
bank here.

Mr. B. Erhgott, of Yarmouth, was
at the Victorla yesterday. ’

Mr. W. T. Chestnut and Mrs. Chest-
nut, of Fredericton, were at the Royal
yesterday.

Mr. Alphonse Noel, of Bonaventure
River, is In the city.

BOY BADLY
BITTEN BY A
FEROCIOUS DOG

A ferocious unmuzzled dog, owned

by Charles P. Nichol, 14 8t. Patrick
street, was running at large on Wed-
nesday last, and on Leinster street
attacked a young lad named Randolph
B. Bennett, and bit the boy, causlng
him serious injury.
The police were informed of the
matter yesterday, and they also learn-
ed that Nichol was about to move to
the country and take the dog with
him. Nicho! was hastily summoned to
the police court by Sergt. Hastings to
answer to the charge of keeping a
ferocious unmuszled dog and allowing
him to run at large on Leinst
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street on the 19th inst.,whereby young
Bennett was badly bitten by him.

When Nichol appeared he stated to
the court that the dog had already
been sent to the country. where he
would keep him. The young lad's fa-
ther who was also in court, said that
his young son, as a result of the in-
juries received was laid up in bed, and
waa at present under the doctor’s care
and in view of these facts he thought
the ferocious animla should be des-
troyed at once, as keeping him in the
country would not satisfy him. Nichol
agreed to have the dog destroyed im-
mediately and was allowed to go.

DEATHS -

e e

Mr. J. Downey.

Dorchester, N. B, May 21—John
Downey, trade inspector at the Mari-
time Penitentiary, died at his resi-
dence at 11 o'clock this morning. He
was {ll a few days with inflammation
of the bowels. He was 70 years of age
and has been constantly employed in
the justice department for forty-one
years. He leaves a widow, one daugh-
ter, Mrs. Sinclair McDougall, of the
prison staff. He came from Halifax.

Mrs. Fraser.

Halifax, N. 8., May 21—Mrs. C. F.
Fraser, wife of Dr. Fraser, superin-
tendent of the School for the Blind,
died this morning, after a somewhat
lengthy illness 'of consumption. She
was.wme daughter of Mrs. James Hun-
ter, of Fredericton, formerly of Car-
leton, and a sister of Mrs. Coulthard |y
and Mrs. H. G. Fenety, Fredericton,
and Miss E. B. Hunter,
Mrs. Fraser was a woman of fine
character, greatly esteemed by all

cessful short story writer.

CARD OF THANKS.

members of Union Lodge, No. 2, K.

and other friends for their many kind-
nesses during her recent bereave-
ment.
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ler, of Ottawa, eldest son of Lieut
ant-Colonel Toller.

Ottawa Journal—Miss Fits Ran-
dolph of Fredericton, N. B, is the
guest of her sister, Mrs. Vernon Ka-
ton.

Moncton Transeript—Mr. i3 R.
Sangster, who has been confined to
his home through illness for the past
geve:al weeks, i steadily ‘mproving.
—Mr. A, K. Williams, local mnlser of
the Bank of New Brunswick, who has
teew In Guelph, Ont., and Hot Springs
for the past three months, accompsn:
jed by Mrs. Willams, returnod home
this morning, much improvad.

Mr. R. T. Davy, resident cwnoer on [der.
the G.T.P., at Grand Falls, has been
compelled to give up work on account
2t 11l health,
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