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:eral leader, speaking of Mr. Mount’s mo

tion, assailed the government which, he 
said, was evading the fiscal question as 
shown, by the failure of the new mover and 
seconder of the address to mention this 1m-

eircumstSBces. He, therefore, moved a» 
follows :

That, under the circumstances, the ex
hibition this year be postponed, and. New 
Westminster asked to forego their approp
riation next year in favor of Victoria, and 
that they be asked: to advertise In their 
literature the rates to the Coast to apply to 
Victoria.

D. R. Ker drew attention to the fact 
that people would be attracted to 
British Columbia by the Dominion ex
hibition. If that fair proved a failure 
the entire blame would not rest upon 
New Westminster. The onus would1 fall

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

RAILROAD DEAL
COMPLETED WEDNESDAY

Paper on Co-Operation Between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants Will Be 

Read at Convention.BY THE XING OFF THIS YEARportant subject. He added that the oppo
sition would shortly endeavor to secure a 
straight answer from Mr. Balfour showing 
whether or not he was In agreement with 
Joseph Chamberlain’s proposals.

Sir Henry attacked the government’s 
policy In Thibet and South Africa, and, in 
fact, at all points.. He continued speaking 
almost up to 7.30 p. m., when. Sir Edward, 
Vincent (Con.) took up the debate and was 
•speaking when the House suspended Its 
sitting. '

The first hour and a half of the night 
session was taken up with desultory 
speeches In the debate upon the address In 
reply to the speech from the throne.

Premier Balfour arose at 10.30 o’clock to 
reply to Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.

Mr. Balfour protested against bringing 
the fiscal question before parliament, and 
said it was entirely Irrelevant. He was un
able, he said, to make his position clearer 
than, already he had done. He taunted the 
opposition on the existing confusion con
cerning its future programme. Mr. Balfour 
Justified, the government’s action in Thibet, 

defeat, it is thought that Premier said It was the ministry’s desire to main
tain the friendliest relations with Afghanis
tan, and that negotiations to that end were 
proceeding satisfactorily; touched on Chin
ese labor in South Africa, and repeated 
Lord Lansdowne’s pronouncement with re
gard to the future of the South African 
colonies.

Boston, Mass., Feb. 14.—While the 
first general session of the religious edu
cation convention will not be held until 
evening, several of the departments of 
the convention were scheduled to begin 
their work to-day. Chief among these 
was the council of religions education, 
the president of which is Prof. Frank 
Knight Sanders, dean of the Yale di
vinity school. The president’s annual 
report was to be followed by the presen
tation of various papers, among them 
two with reference to the possible co
operation in religions education between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants. The 
General Alliance Workers with boys 
planned to meet during the day for a 
general discussion.

i

THIS WAS DECIDED BY
LOCAL ASSOCIATION

GREAT INTEREST TAKEN
IN PRESENT SESSION The Necessary Papers Signed-Formal Act of 

Ratification by Dominion Government 
Will Be Applied For.

on the whole province. Therefore, it was 
in the interests of Victoria to co-operate 
in bringing off a creditable Dominion ex
position. Regarding the probable finan
cial outcome of a local show if one were 
held he had no doubt that it would result 
in a loss. The policy of pitting two 
cities against one another in such mat
ters he designated as “narrow-minded,” 
and thought that the remarks made by 
some of those present were of this char
acter.

Usual Ceremony Marked^o-Day’s Pro* 
seeding*—His Majesty Read the 

Speech Prom the Throne.

A* Meeting Held Tuesday Evening- 
Matter Was Vigorously Discussed 

—A Close Vote.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
The sale of the Esquimau & Nanaimo 

railway to the 'C. P. R. was completed 
to-day, and upon the passage of a formal 
act of ratification by the Dominion par
liament, the tefLS.jeon tin entai corporation 
will enter intiotpossession of their new 
property. TM» morning the final re
quisite details of the actiial deal were 
disposed: of by B. P. Davis, K. G., 
representing tlie C. P. R., and R. T. 
Elliott on behalf of Mr. Dunsmuir, the 
necessary papers having arrived from 
the purchasing*company’s headquarters 
at Montreal. The documents relating to 
Mr. Dunsmuiris side of the transaction 
have been ready for several days, in fact 
were lying in the bank in readiness for 
the final process, and the representatives 
of the two parties have been awaiting 
the arrival of, those bearing the signa
ture of PresideSl Shaughnessy.

Although ever since the exclusive an
nouncement la the Times that negotia
tions were in progress in this connection 
it was gène raHy’bei 
woul* go through, t 
pressed in some jqaarters regarding the 
actual facts of

natural and inevitable, and it is a safe 
prediction that before long it will be the 
centre of shipping, commercial and rail
road activity never before dreamed of. 
The C. P. R. Company, like most cor
porations which do things, never send 
heralds ahead with a fanfare of 
trumpets to announce their pians, so that 
it is only possible to indulge in specula
tion based on indications. It has been 
reported qaite persistently that the com
pany had bonded, or was about to bond, 
a large area of land on the other side of 
Esquimau harbor, extending generally 
from the Indian reserve t» the Naval 
hospital. However, inquiry by the Times 
at the local offices of . the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, to whom the land belongs, 
elicited the reply that the report was in
correct.

It will be necessary for the Dominion 
parliament to pass an act confirming the 
sale before the coïnpany can enter into 
actual possession, and Consequently 
notice of an application has been made. 
In to-day’s Times over tne name of 
James Creelman, solicitor for tjje C. P. 
R., Montreal, there appears the an
nouncement that this application will be 
made at the present session. The act is 
to declare the Island railway to be a 
work for the general advantage of Can
ada, and authorizing the 0. P. R. to 
acquire and operate tne jsame, issue 
bonds, debentures, consolidated deben
ture stock or other securities to aic( in 
such acquisition, with such other powers 
as may he necessary and expedient in. 
order to carry out the purposes and

London, Feb. 14.—More than usual in
terest attached1 to to-day’s opening of 
parliament by His Majesty the Bang as 
the belief is practically universal that it 
will he the last session of the present

Victoria will have no exhibition this 
year. This was decided upon at a well- 
attended meeting of the B. C. Agricul
tural Association on Tuesday at the city 
hall. The matter was discussed for 
about two hours, there being about an 
equal division of opinion on the question. 
His Worship Mayor Barnard and all 
members of the executive, with the ex
ception of M. Baker, favored a postpone
ment, contending that a local exhibition 
could hot be made successful in view of 
the fact that the Dominion exposition 
was to be held at New Westminster. 
They also thought that it was the duty 
of local merchants and business men to 
devote their energies to making the na
tional fair a credit to the province. Noah 
Shakespeare. M. Baker, Watson Clarke 
and Thos. A. Brydon were the principal 
members opposed to the suggestion. 
When a vote was first taken there was 
an equal division. A show of hands was 
again called, and this time the ayes car
ried by a majority of one, the casting 
vote being that of the chairman, Mayor 
Barnard.

When the meeting was called to order 
His Worship Mayor Barnard explained 
its object. It was the outcome of a con
ference of members of the executive at 
which the advisability of holding an ex
hibition had been discussed. A majority 
favored a postponement. He then went j 
on to outline some of the principal 
reasons why it had been considered bet
ter to call the fair off for 1906. In the 
finrt >laee, he explained, VTcforft 'would 
be heavily handicapped at the start. 
Westminster commenced with a grant of 
$50,000, and the local association had a 
grant of $2,000 from the provincial gov
ernment. While the Royal City society 
could depend upon having at least $75,- 
000 in the treasury Victoria could not 
hope to have as much as last year—$17,- 
000—available for show purposes. Be
sides many merchants would be unable 
to give the local show their full support 
as they intended exhibiting at the Dom
inion exposition. In his opinion a Vic
toria fair gouid not be made a success 
this year. I •

M. Baker made some vigorous re
marks against the proposal. His opinion 
was that a local show conld he carried 
ont successfully despite the fact that the 
Royal City Association had been grant
ed the $50,000 allowed by the Federal 
government for the Dominion exposition. 
In his experience the New Westminster 
merchant's were seldom willing to in
convenience themselves in the interests 
of Victoria. After enumerating a number 
of incidents where this h/fd been proved, 
Mr, Baker went on to explain çhv a 
show should be held this year. The 
'buildings v "re never in better condition, 
and the undivided support of Island asso
ciations could he relied upon. The New 
Westminster exhibition would not make 
a difference of one hundred in the total 
attendance. He strongly advised those 
present to prepare to bold a show, being 
of ijie opinion that it could be made an 
unqualified success.

H. B. Thompson disagreed with the 
previous speaker. He did not think it 
was a question cf Victoria and New 
Westminster, biti the whole province. 
The matter should be looked at from.a 
broad point of view, and every effort 
made to mnW> the Dominion exhibition a 
credit to British Columbia. If a local 
show were held it would have to tag on 
behind that of the Mainland, and could 
not be expected to prove a financial suc
cess. He agreed- with Mayor Barnard 
that it would be impossible to collect the 
same amount in subscriptions as in 
previohs years, as business men would be 
asked to contribute to that of the Lower
Mainland. ___

Noah Shakespeare asked whether it 
was in the power of the executive to 
postpone the exhibition without fhe 
authority of the association.
. The chairman was unable to give a 
definite reply. He did not think so.

■Continuing. Mr. Shakespeare said that 
he had already put himself on record as 
being opposed to the suggestion. None 
of those favoring the proposal had ad
vanced arguments of sufficient weight to 
convince him of its necessity. He con
tended that if the show were dropped 
the interest would lag, and difficulty 
would be experienced in reviving it. The 
buildings were in first-class condition, 
and there was no reason why they 
should be allowed to remain vacant for 
two years. A large sum of money had 
been invested in their construction, and 
ought to be taken advantage of. Mr. 
Shakespeare concluded with a strong 
plea for the continuance of the show.

Aid. W. J. Hanna favored a postpone
ment, agreeing with the majority of the 
executive in thé opinion that the fair 
could not be made successful under the

GERMANY AIDS RUSSIA.

Lends Troops to Assist in Guarding the 
Frontier........

Hamburg, Feb. 13.—Abundant evi
dence is at hand now that the German 
government is lending the aid of its 
troops to Russia in order to enable Rus
sia to effectively patrol the frontier sec
tions of Russian Poland. The German 
frontier guard is being continually 
strengthened, and shortly after the out
break at Sosnovice, Russian Poland, the 
Russian authorities gave permission to 
the German frontier guards to cross the 
border and patrol Russian territory. The 
railway bridge just outside of Sosnovice 
is being guarded by German troops ex
clusively.

According to a report received here 
seventy-five men were killed1 and several 
hundred injured in the recent collision 
between strikers and Russian troops at 
Katharinenhuette. The official Russian 
statement placed the number of killed at 
thirfy-two.

At this juncture Messrs. Baker ami 
Shakespeare raised their voices in pro
test. They contended that those oppos
ing the proposal webe hot “narrow
minded.”

Concluding, Mr. Ker said he thought 
the association should postpone the an 
final exhibition and throw all their 
energies into making the Dominion fair 
a great success.

Aid. Fell spoke strongly in favor of 
the proposal, and explained that Vic
toria might derive much incidental bene
fit by proper advertising among the 
crowds which would be attracted West 
by the Portland and Dominion fairs.”

Watson Clarke expressed the opinio* 
that the exhibition should be proceeded 
with as in the past. There was no reason 
why the local jhir should interfere with 
that of the Mainland. The Vtrarria 
hibition conld be made a success inde
pendent of exhibitors residing outside of 
Vancouver Island.
. James Wilby suggested that a décis
ion he deferred in order to allow a more 
thorough sounding of public opiniph. A 
committee might be appointed to inter
view local merchants and principal exhi
bitors for the purpose of ascertaining the 
views of the majority on the question. 
Personally he was in favor of holding the 
show as usual.

Mr. Thompson inquired whether the 
eodncil would be responsible for the de
ficit in a local shèw.

The Mayor explained |hat up to the 
present the corporation fifed met all ex
hibition over-expenditures.

Mr. Shakespeare observed tW-West
minster and Vancouver Merchants were 
always a .unit on important questions. It 
should be the Same in Victoria. He 
hoped that whatever was decided upon 
would he accorded the support of all 
prominent exhibitors.

Mr. Ker suggested that a horse race 
meet might be held immediately after the 
Dominion exposition. Visitors to West
minster would have stop-over tickets^ 
and it was important that some enter
tainment he arranged to attract them to 
Victoria.

Mr. Baker moved in amendment that 
the regular Victoria show be held, 
merging about the 20th of September.

Aid. Fell asked that a vote be taken. 
He suggested that if it was found that 
a majority favored the holding of a 
show those voting for it take the places 
of the executive and manage the fair. 
He understood that Mr. Clarke objected 
to the exclusion of “level-headed farm
ers” from the executive. He was quite 
willing to retire and give others an op
portunity.

W. H. Price did not think those pre
sent could take upon themselves the 
deciding of so important a matter.

Mr. Clarke remarked that Aid. Fell 
did not take his remarks in the proper 
spirit. In the speaker’s opinion thfe 
■alderman’s suggestion that fhe executive 
resign was “pretty !

Tli is brought AM. 
was surprised at Mr./CHarke’s attitude. 
He (the speaker) had been holding ont 
the olive branch- by offering to retire in 
favor of “level-headed farmers." (Laugh
ter). He thought his stand was very 
magnanimous.

The Mayor said that when he suggest
ed that the Victoria exhibition be post
poned he was considering the interests 
of the local association. He pointed ont 
that those who attended both- exhibi
tions would naturally make unfavorable 
comparisons. He did pot think the 
buildings would deteriorate through lack 
of use, and could not see what difficulty 
would be met in reviving the fair in 
1906.

parliament. Even should the government
escape
Balfour will voluntarily dissolve parlia
ment in the autumn and take the opiiT-
ion of the country of the fiscal and other 
questions now agitating the electorate.

Good weather favored to-day's page
ant, which followed the proceëdure of 
former occasions. Big crowds were 
about from an early hour watching the 
assembling ot the troops, which line the 
brief route from Buckingham Palace to 
the House. The usual interest was 
shown in the time-honored search of the 
vaults beneath the houses of parliament 
by the Yeoman of the Guard with their 
lanterns and halberds. ,,

Between this ceremony and the appéh-pt 
auce of the royal procession, a constant 
stream of carriages containing peers and 
peeresses in their robes of state, and offi
cials in brilliant uniforms enlivened the 
somewhat tedious wait.

The royal processions were ttue same 11]2 m . .....
as last year, that of the Prince and ^quitn to-morrow will move es
Princess of Wales from Marlborough offlclal oppoeltlon amendment to theHouse counting of three carriages with aiidreMC,n the"Lm Z
an escort of household cavalry This throne the foUowlng: “We humbly present 
was followed by King IMward and fAYour Majesty that the various, aspects of 
Queen Alexandra from Buckingham, the fiscal qaeatlon have been frill, discussed 
Palace. Five state carriage^ each with , tbf. ^ lor nearly two ,earS| aM 
«X horses bearing state officiate, precede that the time has comc (or .Emitting the 
ed the royal-coach with the Sovereigns^ *eatIon t0 the pepple without farther de- 
drawn by eight cream colored Han- „ '

SçSffiÆæPSSSS!*33.
detachment -of Yeomen of the Guard 
marched alongside the state coach.

The scene in the neighborhood of Buck
ingham Palace was particularly ani
mated. Large crowds selected this point 
whence -to view the pageant, and when 
the sovereigns issued from the gates of 
the palace they were greeted with a 
great burst of enthusiasm, which quick
ly spread the whole length of the fine 
new processional road leading from the 
site of the Victoria memorial to the 
Horse Guards’ parade, and accompanied 
the monarch and his consort throughout 
the route. ’

At the royal enrance, beneath the Vic
toria tower of the House of Lords, the 
King was received by the high officers 
of state and passed in procession to the 
robing room. Thence, accompanied by 
the Queen, His Majesty repaired to the 
House of Lords, preceded by the crown 
and other regalia, carried by their 
hereditary bearers and by heralds an
nouncing the approach of the sovereigns.

The sovereign himself read the speech 
from the throne to the assembled Lords 
and Commons in the upper chamber. The 
document was common-place.

The only reference to the war, which 
His Majesty said, “unhappily continues,” 
was to announce that “my government 
has been careful to observe in the strict
est manner the obligations incumbent on 
a neutral power."

The lengthiest paragraph devoted to 
the Balkans says: “The situation con
tinues to give cause for anxiety. The 

adopted at the instance of the 
Austro-Russian government have brought 
some amelioration in the state of the 
disturbed districts, but the measures 
have still to be supplemented by radical 
reforms, and especially of the financial 
system before any permanent improve
ments can be effected in the administra
tion of these .Tovinces of the empire.”

London. Feb. 14.—The first day’s proceed
ings lu parliament left rather a decided im
pression with the lobbyists that the govern
ment win manage to hold out until the end 
of the session. Its executive programme, 
devoted mainly to social reforms, will be 
fairly popular, while the avoidance of diffi
cult questions, such as that of the redistri
bution of seats, and Premier Balfour’s 
firmness In thrusting aside the fiscal prob
lem, all will tend ,1a the same direction.
On the other hand, the Liberals appear to 
be as distant es ever from any approach to 
unanimity on the vexed question of the 
leadership.

The House of Commons assembled for the 
dispatch of business at 4 p. m. The House
was crowded.
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Arthur J. Bal
four and other favorites were warmly 
greeted. •

W. A. Mount (Con.) moved, and Samuel 
Robertson (Con.) seconded the address in 
reply to the King’s speech.

The first division approaching party lines 
occurred in the House of Commons when 
Mr. Dalziel (Liberal) moved the House 
censure Lord Arlington for breach of privi
leges by his action In the. North Dorset 
elections.^!
could be gained by continuing the discus
sion, and moved the previous . question, 
which was carrledi by 267 to 191 votes.

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman,- the Lib-

He also defended the sugar
question.

Replying to Sir Henry’s assertion that the 
government was too feeble to carry, out an 
effective policy, Mr. Balfour said the deci
sion lay entirely with the House whether 
effectively It would carry out the mandate 
of the people and the duties entrusted to It 
by the sovereign.

In conclusion Premier Balfour said Sir 
Henry’s attack in some particulars, especi
ally- where he attributed improper motives 
to Mr. Lee, the civil lord of the admiralty, 
in Ms recent East Leigh speech, was most 
unnecessary and unge

The House of do:

ex-

lerous. BECOMING WARMER.
adjontoed at ieved that the deal

there was doubt ex- Washington, D. C., Feb. 14.—The 
weather bureau reports show that the 
cold wave, which swept the country east 
of the Rocky Mountains, reached its 
culmination in the Atlantic coast states 
last night, and the temperature is now 
moderating along the line, except in the 
southern states, where it is generally 
cold but it is expected to grow warmer 
to-niorrow. In the south the mercury 
ranged from 2 degrees above zero at At
lanta to 14 above at Mobile this morn
ing.

According to -the weather officials' the 
weather the past 24 hours has been the 
coldest of the season in most sections of 
the country.

case. There were a
lot of “knowing onto” who wisely nodded 
their heads andi volunteered fhe opinion 
that the whole thing was a blind, and 
tfiht some eelossil conspiracy was in the , .
*• ... 
of the city to very foundations. But ae already stated ,n the Times, consists 
the Time* hr tried the indisputable of the road from Victoria to Wellington, 
fact that in “squexce of to-day’s including of course the riglit-of- 

iP&Wiihalt & Nanaimo tending for a hundred feet -* -e 
rforth belong to the C. of the line, the necessary appurtenance*,' 

P.-R. Company, who will operate it in such as sheds, stations, etc., etc., and the 
the business-like and profitable manner steamship system, which comprises the 
for which they have earned a world-wide steamers Joan- and City of Nanaimo, the 
reputation. / barge Transfer and the tug Czar, .both of

What the plans of the new purchasers which are employed in the ferry ^service 
are one may only speculate. It has been between Ladysmith and' the Mainland, 
surmised on the strength of certain well- It is believed that the amount required 
defined indications that in the Island to purchase these holdings aggregates in 
system, Esquimalt wili he a focal centre, fhe neighborhood of a million and a 
That a harbor possessing the unsur- quarter dollars. It is probable that the 
passed' facilities and possibilities of the Canadian Pacific railway will take 
late naval base will be taken advantage active charge of the road about the first 
of to the fullest extent seems both 1 of April.

ex-
slne

raitroai

JAPANESE Will In New York.
_ New York, Feb. 14.—After a drop in 

temperature of 30 degrees since yester
day noon, New York was shivering to
day in a cold snap from the West, the 
thermometer recording five degrees above 
zero and a high wind prevailing.

Reports from points up the state say 
last night was the coldest of the sea- 

Nineteen degrees below zero was 
registered in sections of the state near 
New York city.

WHICH ACCOMPANY THE
RUSSIAN WARSHIPS

son.

com-

DEVLIN HAS BEEN ALL EVIDENCE HEARD.
FIVE CENTS STRAIGHT.

ELECTED IN WRIGHT Decision of North Sea Commission Will 
Not Be Made Known For 

Some Days.

Paris, Feb. 13.—The international 
commission which is ^inquiring into the 
North Sea incident to-day heard the con
clusion of the British and Russian agents 
on the testimony presented.

The British conclusion maintained' 
that the testimony showed that no tor
pedo boats were present, and therefore 
the firing was unjustified, where the 
Russian conclusion held- that the testi
mony showed that torpedo boats were 
present and that the firing was fully 
warranted.

The Russian statement, however, 
closed with a declaration of profound 
regret at the fact that innocent lives had' 
been sacrificed and announced the wil
lingness of the Russian government to 
pay- an indemnity to the survivors and 
families of thé victims, leaving the 
amount and partition of the indemnity 
t'o Tlie Hague tribunal.

• To-day’s session practically closed the 
work of the commission until a conclu
sion is reached, when Admiral Fournier 
(the president of the commission) will 
call a meeting for the proposed public 
announcement.

The admirals in the meantime will 
hold daily private sessions to deliberate 
upon the decision. ^It is expected that 
some days will elapse before definite re
sults are reached.

Relations Were Strained.
London, Feb. 13.—The diplomatic cor

respondence regarding the North Sea in
cident, and leading up to the appointment 
of the Paris international commission, 
issued t'o-night. shows that the affair 
severely strained Anglo-Rqssian rela
tions. Foreign Minister Lansdowne in
sisted that it was a question that admit
ted of no delay, as public feeling in Great 
Britain might become uncontrollable. 
The correspondence gives a significant 
conversation between Lord Lansdowne 
and Count Benkendorff, the Russian am
bassador, when the British government 
was apprehensive that Vice-Admiral 
Rojestvensky would continue on his voy
age to fhe Far East without calling at 
Vigo. Lord Lansdowne told Count Ben
kendorff that “In that case we might 
find ourselves at war before the week jg 
over,!’ and pointed out the news of the 
concentration of the British1 fleet at 
Gibraltar and elsewhere.

The Muscovites Lost Twenty-Five 
Thousand During Fighting at 

Heikautai.

Cleveland, O., Feb. 13.—The experi
ment of the Cleveland Electric Railway 
Company with a four-cent cash fare, 
without a transfer, was 'ended at- mid
night last night, and tp-day the regular 
five-cent fare with traSfer will be re
sumed.

President F. Andrews, of the, Cleve
land Electric Railway Company, said 
last nignt that the test.had been carried 
on enough to prove that the company 
condl not afford to carry passengers for 
a four-cent fare, and this having been 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the 
officials of the company, there was no 
reason for a further continuance of the 
test.

The four-cent fare experiment is the 
second of its kind within three weeks. A 
trial of two weeks on three-cent fare 
within a two-mile circuit ended last night 
in general dissatisfaction. No statement 
has been issued as to tne result of the 
two weeks’ three-cent fare trial, and 
none probably will he until the data for 
the four-cent fare experiment is xalso 
ready for publication.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell Will Reply to 
Statements by Foster and Haggart 

Regarding Premiership.
Tokio, Feb. 14.—In disShssing a report 

that colliers hfid refused to accompany 
the second Russian Pacific squadron on 
its way north, a member of the Japanese 
navai staff said to-day: “Our com
manders will fire and- sink any colliers 
found in company with the Russian war
ships regardless of their nationality.”

Vice-Admiral Togo departed from

Ottawa, Feb. 14.—In the election in 
Wright county to fill (he vacancy caused 
by the retirement of Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
from that constituency, Devlin, Liberal, 
has over 150 ol n majority, with two 
places to hear from, which will increase 
his majority.

small."
Fell to his feet. He

Will Reply.
Senator Cloran brought up in the Sen

ate this afternoon the references which 
Hon. G. E. Foster and John Haggart 
made in the Commons about Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell while leader of the gov
ernment in 1896. It was said by Mr. 
Haggart that Sir Mackenzie knew that 
Sir Charles Tupper was to replace him 

premier, and that Sir Mackenzie re
fused to resign to permit of this being 
done, notwithstanding that the govern
ment was suffering from mismanage-

Kure on February 13th. his destination 
being kept secret. It is presumed, how
ever. that he is proceeding south.

Report's from Liao Yang place the 
total Russian force between the Shahke 
river and Harbin at 450,000, of which 
280,000 are on the fighting line. The 
condition of Ahe prisoners and of the 
bodies of the dead, indicate that the Rus
sians are short of shoes and winter 
clothing, some of the officers are wearing 

It is 'believed' that ex- 
to the cold is greatly increasing

measures

LOUBET WILL RESIGN.
as President of France Intends to Retire 

When Elections Are Held Next Year.
Chinese shoes.
posure
sickness among the Russians.

Later estimates of the Russian losses 
at Heikoutai place the number at 
25,000.

Manchurian headquarters reporting to- 
“The Russians shelled and

New York, Feb. 14.—A press dispatch to 
the Hera'd says:

“President Lonbet will resign office be
fore the expiration of his seven-year term, 
which ends on February 18th, 1906. His 
reason for this step le that the triennial re
newal of the Senate and the general elec
tion for members of the chamber of depu
ties will take place next year, and parlia
ment will not meet until the close of 1905. 
Consequently to avoid the election of a 
president by new members he^ will resign 
In time for his successor to be' elected by 
the present chambers, reunited in national 
assembly In the palace at Versailles accord
ing }o the constitution."

A vote was taken on the amendment 
and. after a show of hands had been 
called for Vwice. it was defeated. The 
motion was carried.

On motion of Mr. Shakespeare it was 
made unanimous.

Tlie meeting then adjourned.

ment at the time.
Sir Mackenzie Bowell, ip reply to Sena

tor Cloran, said that the matter 
of grave importance, and was now under 
the consideration of the ex-Premier.

Senator Cloran asked if he referred to 
himself or Sir Charles as ex-Premier.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell replied that as 
the matter affected "him he naturally re
ferred to himself, and not to Sir Chas. 
Tupper.

was one
day say:
twice attacked Waitao mountain on 
Sunday, February 12th, hut were re
pulsed.

“Small forces of Russian infantry at
tacked Lapatai and Hanshantai on Mon
day, February 13th, hut were repulsed.

“The Russians continued to construct 
entrenchments in the neighborhood of 
Heikoutai.”

PLAGUE IN RUSSIA

Has Spread Over Broad Districts to Varions 
Sections of Country.

The Yukon. .
R. L. Borden compained in the House 

to-day of the delay in returning Dr. 
Thompson in the Yukon, and Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier replied that he would bring down 
to-morrow whatever correspondence the 
government had on the subject.

Telephone Bill.
• At the railway committee to-day the 
bill to incorporate the Northwest Tele
phone Company was passed, except two 
or three clauses, which were held over 
for further consideration. The bill was 
amended so as to give a bona fide ex
change of messages between all the com
panies. The bill operates in the North
west, Manitoba and: Ontario. The head 
office will be in Winnipeg.

Joseph Chamberlain, Sir
St. Petersburg, Feb. 13.—Reports from the 

interior show the situation to be extremely 
gloomy, and- there Is little reason to as
sume that lm Russian Poland and South 
Russia the conditions will Improve material
ly In the near future.

The worst'feature,of the situation is dis
cerned in the spread of the cholera epi
demic which until recently was confined 
to Isolated spots. The latest advices show 
that the plague has spread over broad dis
tricts In various sections of the country and 
the sanitary" conditions of most Russian 
cl tie* of the interior and in Russian PoteinJ 
are suck that no hope la offered of an effec
tive attempt to deck the epidemic.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 14.—Prices on the 
BourseXo-day were strong on rumors of 
peace. • WYEFIELD CONDEMNED.

Decision of Japanese Prize Court In Case 
of British Steamer.

WAR PREPARATIONS.

Feb. 14.—Telegraphing fromLondon,
Sofia, the correspondent of the Times says:

“The rapid progress of Turkish military 
preparations attracts attention here. War 
material is being constantly dispatched 
from Constantinople to Salonlca and 
Adrlanople. Fifty qnlck:flrlng guns recent
ly arrived at Monastir. Large supplies of 

freen. -ordered for the re-

Word has been received that the British 
steamer Wyefield and her cargo have been 
condemned by a Japanese prize court.

The Wyefield, which was owned by the 
Western Fuel Company and carried coal on 
this Coast, was chartered by H. J. Hart to 
carry a contraband cargo to Vladivostok, 
and while trying to run the blockade Into 
that port was captured by the Japanese.

Premier Balfour said nothing
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