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but few would be able to plead the want of time in ¢
must never lose sight of the fact that G
ally in his Holy Word, and made it the
the Scriptures, and take heed to them
place.  What he hasg made it our dyt

gven us time ¢o accomplish ; whoever therefore can fing no time
for studying the Bible may be assured that the time allotteq to them
for the performance of this daty, js sinfully devoted to something
which is not their daty, and whiel, can ouly bring upon them the
displeasure of the A.’mighty. His plain direction runs thus: “These
words which I command thee this day, shall be ip thy heart,” (i.e

)
lrc:xsurml. up i thy memory, rooted iy thy judgement and reigning
in thy affections,) “« ang thou shalt teqe

h them diligently unty thy
children, and shalt ta]k of them when thoy sittest in thy house, angd
when thou wall:est by the “ay, and when thoy |jest down, and when
thou risest up, Dent. @, This command js binding on all to whom
the Word of God s accessible, and Provides for abundant opportu-
nities and means of studying it

The Bible should pe studied for the purpose of learning Christian
Doctrine. By this term g meant every Truth which, Christianity
teaches. T'he basis of ] christian experience and practice is christ.
an Doctrine.  Hence the importance which is every where through-
out the Bible attached to jt. The instructions of our Saviour, the
course which the Apostles Pursued in theijr public preaching and pri-
vate admonitions ; wit}, the epistles which they wrote for the use of
the church i every age ; all show that in order to be converted,
sanctified, and made happy and usejy] christians, men must be in-
Sfructed in the dociripes of christianity, The’ a direct operation of

the Holy Spirit upon the hearts of men, is so necessary that with.

outit even the Word of God itself, explained ever so clearly, and ap-

plied ever so closely and aﬂ'cc:ionately by the most powerful elo-
fuence, would never accomplish the regeneration of one soul; yet so
absolutely necessary is that sort of instruction which is communj-
tted and received'jp the ordinary way, that without it we have no
'eason to expect the sanctification an( salvation of any. ““Faith
cometh by hearing anq hearing Ly the Word of God.” Rom. 10:
I “Ye have purified your hearts in obeying the Truth thro’ the
Spirit.” Pet, 1, 41. “ Toach all nations,” said the Saviour,—¢¢ teach-
ing them to observe 4] things whatsoever I have Commanded you.”
“Warning CYery man,” says Paul, « apnd teaching every man,” Colos,
‘2. “[ have laught you publicly and from house to house,”
Acts 20: 99, « The things which” were written aforetime were
Written for ouy learning that we thro’ patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.”  Rom, 15 4. The duty of gain-
g scriptural knowledge s frequently urged by the Holy Spirit,
“Let the worg of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom " Col.
216 < Add 1o your faith virtue and (o virtue knowledge,” o Pet.
L5, The importance of obtaining clear and comprehensive doc-
inal views jg vastly greater thun js gencrally apprehended. Doc-
fines become principles of action. How often has the sacred name
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