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Isaac Smith, the rticulars of whose operations in holding meetings, form:
ing various brane societies, and distributing the holy scriptuies, would be
detailed in the Report.

This year was a memorable year in the history of the Church : The third
entenary was completed of an open Bible in our beloved mother country ;
for though the Bible was wade partially aceessible in the reign of IHen
the 8th, and illumined the too brief period of his son and successor Edward
the 6th, the bloody reign of Queen Mary bad blotted out this good hegi
ning ; and from the glorious accession of Queen Elizaheth, in 1558, ma
we date the firm eeta.lﬁishment of the Reformutiun, and the free circulation
of the Bible in the language of the people—open to all ; and never, never,
we trust, to be again closed. It was also now about two hundred and fifg

Yyearssince the commencement of the new translation in the reign of Kin
Jamss, stylod the author
y

ised version, conductad under very favorable cip

cumstances,andend ared toall our memories—the on] English version wnieh
had hoen, and ne trusted the only one that ever WO:lﬂi bz circulat:d hy the
Bible Society. But there Wa8 another round period to which he would in-
vite particular attention, as what he would re ate might be interesting to
many present. In the vear 177 | 0 years agi—a, very memora.-
* letter was written “under high authori ty. addressed to an Ecclesiastie
aftarwards an Archbishop, who had made a translation of the Holy Bihle in
Italian, « for the purpose of shewing the benefit which the f

aithful might
roap from their having the Holy Scriptures.in the vulgar tongue.”’ ie
letter thus proceeds :—

* At a time that a vast numher of bad books, which most ossly attack
?o Catholic raligion, aro circulated even among the unlearnegt
estruction of souls, you Jjud e exceedingly well, that the
be ex.ited to the readying of the Loly Seriptures: For THESE A
ABUNDANT SOURCES waicn ovenr 16 nE LEFT OPEN to EVERY ONE, to draw
from them urity of morals and of doctrine, t> eradicate the errors whick
are 80 widely dissaminated in thoso corrupt times. - This you have seasonably
effected, as you declare, by publishing the sacred writings in the language
of your country, suitable to every one’s capacity.”” Then follow words not
givinza conditional sense to the previous ones, but marking the greater
approbation of the writer at th mode of the publieation. These he
» for he wished neither to mis-state nor uqun-ss anything, nor mige
. ‘“Especially when You shew and et
forth that you have added explanatory notes, which, being extracted from
the holy Fathers, preclude every possible danger of abuse, Thus you have

not swerved from the laws of the Congregation of the Index, or the Comsti-
tution of Benedict X1V., that immortal Pope, our predecessor in the Pori-
tifieate.’’ e

“From what I have Jast read, it will be perceived that this document ema-
ated from no other source than vhat omhe Pope—Pope Pius 7L, Thas
it has not been withdrawn, or become obsolete, is apparent from the faet,
that it is published in the Boston edition of the Douay Bible, printed in
1852, und};r the express sanction of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Boston,

This letter contains g distinet recognition of a great and growing evil—ig
is a distinct acknowledgment also of 5

t remedy—a preventive, or eure
or mitigation of that evil, which should be oren to all, namely—ghe s

y Suitable to cvery one's capacity,
nd on reading or hearing this?

writings in - the language of -their county
What thoughts naturally arise in the mi
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