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government. Therefore, I am surprised that way objectionable. It was written and is-

the hon. gentleman should hesitate about an sued to the enumerators for the purpose of

investigation. I tlhink this is one of the securing an accurate enumeration of the

most disgraceful attempts ever heard of in people, and as such it meets with the appro-

this country. If anything is worthy of an val of the department.
investigation, it is a transaction of this kind,
In which, so far as the facts are before us. Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). ts migat say 0
certain gentlemen belonging to a political the ato gentleman that these tacts were
party, have not only sought to violate the brncght te the attention off the public as
law which these census enumerators are far lacke as Thursday iast and although 
sworn to preserve, but have also sought to ed not tuke any action la regard fo th
have performed by them at the expense of iatter until Saturday, I procured one of
the country, certain vork which should be the original circulars sent to pe census
done by any political organization at its own n Imrators, ad I have it lu My possession
expense. I therefore sincereiy trust that now. I migcit ulso point tut thuf the baud-
the hon. gentleman will see fit to make the 1ug Off these cirulars to these men was ap-
investigation necessary to get at the reu parently doue il a very insidios way, and
facts of this matter, and will sec that any doue to deceive the public an male themt
person who has attempted to commit an act believe that it was necessary for thec to
off that kînd shiah be broughit to justice ané aaiiswcr the questions there asked, because

punished so far as the laws of this country section 22 of the Census Act states that

are able te puuish hlm. any forin purporting to be an authorized
form is prima facie evidence that it is the

Mr. BENNETT. May I ask the hon. min- proper form. Apart from any such provision
Ister wlere the form of oath is to be foun of the statute, a forn printed in this way,
ln the instructions ? with all the appearance of verisimilitude,

The MINISTERE 0F AGRICULTURE. would be apt to deceive nine out of every

I do Tlot tink thu forai of oatl is lU TURe ten people with the idea that it was some-

insrnctions. thing the government was actually asking
instuctins.themi to fil la.

Mr. 1NGRAM. I would like to ask the 
hon. mîinister if the issue of Coté's circulair Mr. INGRAM. It is well known, I tbink,

received th1e endorsement of the dopart- to ail the public men in Canada, that soine

ment 7 suchinoviment as the issue of this circular
was contemplated some months ago : and if

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. the government believed such an idea was
I would like first to reply to the leader of a good one, why did they not issue the cir-
the opposition. The bon. gentleman must cular in the ordinary way and take the full
have nisinterpreted what I said, if le responsibility of it the saine as any other
thought that I was desirous in any way of document connected with the census ? The
shielding anybody or preventing an investi- bon. gentleman stated to-day that 744 of
gation. The facts were onily to-day brouglit these circulars were sent to Ontario. 190
to My notice in the form of a newspaper to New Brunswick, 287 to Prince, Edward
article. I purpose to find out exactly what Island and 441 to British Columbia, or a
the facts are, so far as I can, and to be total of 1,855. If these figures are correct,
guided by wbat I flé us to the tuture au- they only amount to 1,668, so that there is
tion. I am not prepared to say wbat that a discrepancy as to the number sent out.
action will be until I have investigated the I have only to say that if it goes thiroughonut
facts ; nor am I prepared to take a news- Ie country that this assistant census con-
paper article as a necessarily acecurate state- i missioner issued this circular. that is one
ment of the facts. Wlien my own departmen- reason to ny mîind why suc a circular as
tal investigation shows me what the facts that read by the lion. menber for East Sim-
are, I shall be able to state exactly to the coe (Mr. Bennett) fias been circulated
Ilouse what I vill lo in connection there- throughout a portion off the province of On-
with. I do not think the committee would tario. It seens to me it is a bad way to
expect me to do more than that. I am quite commenc tie woonk of talin the eosus
prepared to say that anybody connected ',Ihe docunient shonié have licofflcittiy
with the census who lias contravened thei issucé by the goverumeut. If that had been
law or gone beyond bis instructions shalldoue, we weuiè net have henné the criticisai
be dealt withi in the way in whc an man1fiedeat wcbla he uy u -hidli uuy man w-e have lîcard fe-niglît. For îuy part, I do
who does wrong shoald be deailt witb. Re- ot think the goverument eau be cnéenned
plying to the hon. menîber for East Elgin ton strongly. Se fan as the Prime Minister
(Mr. Ingram) with regard to the Coté circu- of Ontanio is concerucé, wheu bis attention
lar, as lie calls it, I mîay say that the letter
signed by Mr. Coté and sent out, with regard ius a vr nil air. i e eii an
to the way in which certain enumerttions derstand tuaI. Tue Prime Minister or On-
should be takei. meets with the approvalO tarle lias so oar forgetten lus daty as an
myself as the head of the department. I lînourabie ma lu eenducting the affins of
sce netlîiug lu iat letton tlînt is lu any tule l)rov-i e lrt it oicl rtquire a great

Mn. BORDEN (Halifax).


