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tothe fflelin'^soflhelr frietvla. Here, then, are trials, which re-

quire them To know and lo feel the depth of the Si^viour's love—to

lay hold on t\w promises with a firm and unflinchins grasp—to teel

their duty to the Saviour, in all its just torca and impor.— their duty

to fouU—and the worth of the immortal soul. These are triaU

, which the misriionary is called upon to meet at the very threshold

of his work.
, •. i i. u

2 The missionnry should be prepared, as described above, DO-

oause, when his heurt is sore and desponding under trials, toils, pri-

vations little api)arent success, the press wickedness of the heaihcn,

the liiile he can do to elevate them &<•, he has no friend to whom ho

may 20 and unburden his soul, and from whom he may receive sym-

pathy, comfort, and encourasenicnt. In this way fiiose who labour

at home, have their har.ds strengthened and their hciarts encourag-

ed in their labours. To be thus conilbittd, stren^ithencd, and eii-

coura<^ed, is Scrip'ural. Of this the apo?tIe Paul frequently mikes

mention ;
Curistians are enjoined, thus 'o comfort an<l assist each

other: but especially those " who labour in word and doctrine. --

From those sources of consolation, encourajiement, and strength ho

is sf>parated. Hence, he requires a peculiar fitness to qualify him

for this -vork. In such circumstances, if he is not properly prepar-

cd for this situation, he must be most nilHerable. Under such a

load, his physical and mental energies must sink ;
his zeal and ac-

tivity must Aivi ; and thus, he must utterly fail to accomplish that

for which he has been* sent thither.

Finally the character of missionary life, is such, as to tend large-

ly to promote the spiritual growth of the individual, who is rightly

qualifLd for it. In various ways it exercises ihis^influence over tha

person civra^ed in this noble and praise worthy calHn;:.

1 The missionary, in his trials, distresses.&c- destitute of all

earthly friends to whom he may unburden his soul and from whom

he may receive heart-cheer n^ sympathy and co.-.solation— will fly

to God—make known to Him aH hU wants and sorrows-aud seek

from Him all that after. wliicU his soul lonirs. Seekitig, he wiU find

God 10 be all tltat He has promised to be to those who seek Him--

and will thus find re ison to rejoice in Him, as " a Friend that stick-

cth closer than a brother." Thus, there will be awakened .in hn

bosom Yearnings alter, near communion with God-an earnestness

and familiarity ''in seeking and poing to Him, at all times. Thus,

be will realize, in his happy experience, that

•' He sympatizes with our grief,

And to the suflTrer sends relief

"

These are sources of sweet comfort and joy of which tho world,

and even, the lukewarm Uhristiau knows nothing.

2 Nohura.mann to protect him from the ^^"?«"' Peculiar

h\n sitttation, he will adopf tlie language o( the Pdulmist m the 18th


