
A PEEP INTO THE HEART OF OLD CANADA
BY

WIM.IAM II. ATIIKRTON
( ..lutiulili

opposite

Those who wish iiowadaxs (o ^"1 a (niick peep into the
heart <il a (-oimlr\ must siippKineiil the railwav riillinaii 1)>

the iiiml)Ie automobile. The l'ro\ iiice ol niiehei
i e(|iial in area

to about one fourth of tlie I'nited St.ites. thus esju'ciailN attracts
the sightseers' car. f<ir it has 2,0(10 miles of improved roads
tmder Mimici|)al or Cioxcriimeiital control, constructed ,it a
cost of S20,(!(10.(100.(l(», ,itid connected with those of the Iniled
Slates beinn »'(|iial to ain on this Coiitinenl.

There ,ire three main ( |0\crnmental Roads. The longest
st.irtinu from the South houndarx lint' at Rouse's I'oint, proceeds
northwards to Montreal (with a (U'tour before rrossin!^ the
St. I.awri'iice from St. L.tmbert \ i.i Lonj-iuiiil to CliainbU )

and from Montreal .igain northw.irds throUKJi Three Rixers
to <^)uebec

: the second, in the centre, runs from I )erb\ on the
boim(lar\ to Sherbrooke ; and tlu' third from Line Mouse on
the l-".astern Moundarv' northwards to Pointe l.t'vis,

niiebec Citadel.

The Montreal-Thret' RiM'rs-OiU'bec Hi.uiiw.iy linkini; the
three most ancient cities in the Dominion has iiaturali\ the
most potent lure for the historically mii-Ier! as well as for the
general student of Canadian life- social. i)olitical, industrial
and contmercial and merits s])ecial description.

This route throu^di the I'roxince will re\eal the soul of Old
Oiiebec : It passes, with the e\»eption of the forenamed cities,

through a vast and sparseK ijojiiilated agricultural territor>-.

The Parish ("hurches, with their glistening and tapering spires,
dot and dominate the landscape and are surroimded b\ (|uaiut
\illages. with their [irosiierous homesteads and manoirs, which,
clustering aroimd, recall l)\' tluir dati's of foundation the original
settlements formed by some of the earliest colonizing Seigneurs
ol .New l'"r.ince imder the ( dd World Feudal S\ stem, which
translated hither in a modified form reared up a dignified and
resjjoiisible noblesse and genlrv, as well as a happv and cont-
ented peasant \eomanr\-.

-Along the routi' tluTe can be discried near or af.ir Colleges
and Houses of Kducation, and .ibodes of i)hilaiitroph\ , old and
new. .As the traveller i)assi's through thi' long ribbonlike
stream of straggling \ illagi's. with their old-world thatched
barns attached to the l>i)icall>- habitant farmsteads of the
C itltmUcur .md his yoimg and numerous family, there will be
seen a succession of wayside crosses, aiu beyoinl Three Rixirs
especially, pictures(|ue shrines I'very few miles, - emblems ol

the sim|)Ie faith and idealism of a reverent and Christian popu-
lation. .A recent writer, Mr. j. .A. McNeil, -avr- :

" Sonu-
of these shi^iius .ire of tlu' most elaborate description, with
colored lile sizi d, or even heroic figures of the Christ, the Sorrow-
ing Mother, the Beloved l)iscii)le and the other participants
in the World's greatest tragedy. These are glass enclosed and
ha\c roots supported on arched p. liars. Others are plain
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