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completely we then understood the long Btniggle that was betore us, aiid

how clearly we foresaw the ordeal we had to pas«. But they could disc

l;ell you how well we knew tliat that onleal was needful to Ix- passed,

and that through agitation and discord victory w.mld certainly l>e won.

(Chcars.) The agitation ^m» speedily carried into the Legislature. V\ e

took up the hroad ground that on the just settlenumt of the Representation

question rested the futur<^ peace and prosperity of Canadji—that good gov-

ernment was not to be hoped for until that was accomplished—and Ironi

that day to this we have sought to make every (luestion subservient to that

—tomakeeveiy passing event and every political movement conducive to

its accomplishnient. ^Cheers.) A very small band was there of us when w»!

commenced, but our numbers i^uickly increased. It was nut an easy

battle we had to fight—it was never at any time an agreeable one—but

the end we sought vas nothing less than a political revolution—and li

8ucc(!8s is won—as on I am satisfied it will shortly be—we who have

borne the brunt of the battle may well aftbrd to bear calmly and \yithout

retort, taunts as to the weapons with which the fight was won. (Cheers.)

From the first day the agitation commenced in Parliament our course

was onward. From session to session we increased in strength, mid

each new geneml election brougl.t us fresh recruits from the peoj.le. At

last, in 1858, the Government of the day having resigned, the Governor-

General entrusted to my hands. the formation of a new Administration,

and I succeeded in constructing a Government ^^dedged ti. apply a j)er-

manent remedy to the sectional difficulties of the Province. The iiro-

posed basis of settlement was Representation by Population, with checks

and guarantees 'for the local interests of Lower Canada. Untortunately

the existing Parliament did not sustain us, and the Governor-Geneial

refused us an appeal to the electors

—

Mr. JAMES LAW—The double-shuttle!

Mr. BROWN—Never mind that. We have lorgotleii :tll al'oul

double-shuflles now ! (Laughter and cheers.) The formati(Ui i»f the

Brown-Dorion Administration had, however, this good effect, that it

coerced their opponents into action in the same direction. In October,

1858, several prominent membei-s of the Cartier-Macdouald Govenimeiit

were' in England, and they addressed a formal despatch to the Secretary

of State for the Colonies, calling attention to the grave evils that had

arisen imder the existing Constitution. The document was sigiied by

Mr. Cartier, Mr. Gait, and Mr. John Ross. It stated tliat " very gra\e

"difticulties now presented themselves in conducting the Government <it

" Canada"—that " the progress of population had been more rspid in tlie

"western section, and claims arc now made on behalf ut' its inliabitunts

"for «nving them representation in the Legislature in proportion to tlieir

" numbers "—that " the resnlt is shown by an agitation fraught witli

"great danger to the peaceful and harnumious working of our constitu-

''tional system, and consequently detrimental to the progress of the pnj-

u vince"—that this "state of things is yearly becoming worse —aiul that

the Canadian Government \i'ere impressed with the necessity of "seeking

" for such a mode of dealing with those difficulties as may forever remove*

" them." Gentlemen, this was a bold and manly step on the part of the

Cartier-Macdonald Government—and I have always given them full

credit for it. They admitted our whole case in this document—tJie

existence of a great evil and the nececsity of finding a remedy for it. 1 he

scheme, I believe, thev had in contemplation was a federal imion of ttie

whole British American Provinces ; but unfortunately they did not pro-

ceed with it. We did not let the subject fall, however. In 1859, a Reiorni

Convention was called together at 'l'oronto,to consider the constitutional


