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A lust effort of the Uoanl of Tiaiic, in con-

currence witli the niinisters, who direct and

assist its o[)eratit)ns, and in which it is to be

hoped tlicy will succeed in the course of the

ensuing session, is the revision and amendment

of the prohibitory system in general, and the

substitution of protecting duties in exchange

for the existing actual prohibitions. This ob-

ject, or the attempt at least, has long been iH

favor with every good and moral man, and

possesses the strong recommendation of being

equally adapted to advance the interests of

our revenue, and to cut ofT a source of much

vice and misery. Under the known operation

of wealth and luxury, and of the vanity and

emulation to which they lead, prohibitions of

articles of foreign manufacture excite only a

more determined purpose to possess theni.

Their cost renders them a distinction, and

vanity is, perhaps, as coarse as hunger in its

food and fuel. The difficulty enhances only

the price, and the large reward creates and

animates the spirit of smuggling. Hence the

prohibition is productive of little other con-

sequence, as ^^egards the high and opulent

classes, but that of exciting in them a spirit

in opposition to itself; and of creating, main-

taining, and highly rewarding, the criminal

occupation of the smuggler, and all the im*


