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<of others than the pove^-ty of my dcTcription— And thus

Slaving fet forth the original right of the EngUJh nation to the

•whole, with itsfeveral diminutions, ftating the fatSls plainly as

they came to my knowledge, and making in paflage ibme

few ubfervations, which a regard for truth, juftice, or the

public welfare would not permit me to with-hold, I fhall

leave the merits and xlemerits of the perfons concerned in the ,

acquifition, prefervation or diminution of this invaluable

public treafure to the determination of others, before quitting

my fubjed only faying that when together with the preceding

matters I confider that fea force conlifts chiefly of feamen,

and how large a part of the failors fighting the Frejtch fleets

in paft wars were raifed up by this fifliery, and what numbers

of gallant Britijh officers and excellent feamen have loft their

lives by means of forces drawn from the proper EngUJh foun-

tains, and what numbers will hereafter in the courfe of human
affairs lofe their lives by the fame means, for caufes will pro-

duce their effects, I cannot forbear recolledting that the eagles

grief was encreafed on her finding that fhe was (hot with an

arrow feathered from her own wing ; and that my cordial

wiflies for the future happy fortunes of my prince and country

are accompanied with concern that after obtaining fo many
important vidories, whereby the enemy was fo far enfeebled

and difarmed, and the iburces of her commerce and naval

ftrength brought into our poflTefllon, there fliould be prevailing

reafons for putting into her hands fo large a portion of this

great fountain of maritime power.
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4. dele the comma
17. readf in conlequence of pique
22. Put afulljlop injitadofa comma qfttr Minu
28. rtadi coBipanys.
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