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Princes and the States of Germany^ that notwith-

ftanding he was able to awe the Empire into act-

ing againft France^ yet nciany of its Princes held

a fccret Correfpondence with that Crown, from an

Apprehenfion, th^t if France was reduced as low

as the Confederates feemed defirous of feeing her

reduced, it muft then be a Prey to the Power of

the Houfe of Auftria, On the other Hand, Eng-
land and Holland bore much too large a Share in

the Expence of that War, which involved them
in Debts and Difficulties, with which they had

much ado to ftruggle, and at the fame Time, the

Coldnefs and Inaftivity of the Princes of the Em-
pire, and the Pride and Poverty of the Emperor,
who ready to p. omife, and ever failing in perform-

ing his Promifes, deprived them of the Advan-
,tages they might otherwife have gained, and left

France an Appearance of Superiority, though in

Truth, fhe was much inferior in Force to the Al-
lies. So that at laft all Parties being weary, a

Treaty of Peace was concluded at Ryfwick^ wh* :h

rather pacified than compofed the TroubJcs of

Europe y and left both Parties at Liberty to form
fuch Negotiations, as might enable them, in Cafe

of a new War, to atchieve what they had rclpec-

tively intended when they entered into this.

The Reader will eafily difcern tha^ the Weak-
nefs of the Empire, in this and in the fucceeding

War, was not owing to want of Force, but to a

want of Refolution, and ofa Defire ofadually per-

forming what they feemed to intend. The Truth
of the matter was, that in Virtue of his hereditary

Dominions, and the Influence of his Authority,

the Emperor was in a Manner Mafter of the Im-
perial Diet, and engaged the Empire to enter in-

to Wars with France^ as often as he found it con-

venient for his Intercft : But as many of the Prin-

ces
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