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THE Information of William Graham;

/« Mr. Mearss Memorial of the $oth April 1790. (N' 4.)

Middlefex,

10 wit.

}The Information of William Graham, of Grub Street, Mariner, taken before

me Sir Sampfon Wright, Knight, One of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace
for tlie faid County of Middlefex, this 5th Day of May 1790,

f'7.

XXZ H O, being on Oath, fays, That on or about the Month of September 1788, he entered
^^ himfclf on Board the Vcflel called The North Wcli America, then lying in King
George's Sound, on the North Weft Coaft of America, belonging to Mr. John Meares, A
Merchant trading in thofe Parts : And further fays. That he faw faid Veffel launched in faid

Harbour under Britifli Colours, and navigated under the Britilh Flag, and that flie was
commanded by Robert Funter, who is a Britifh Subjeft.

And this Informant further fays, That faid Ship was trading on Account of faid John
Meares on the North Wcit Coaft of America, between tht Latitudes of 60 and 45 North,
for Furs, a large Number of which they had purchafcd and got on Board j and that being
in Want of Provifions, they failed from the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, where they had
been fo trading as aforefaid, and returned to King George's Sound for a frefti Supply of
Provifions, at which Time the Natives were bringing great Quantities of Furs for Sale.

And this Informant further fays, That when the faid Veffel arrived in the Offing of faid

King George's Sound, a Number of Boats came out of faid Sound, and feized faid Veffel,

and conduced her into faid Sound ; that One of faid Boats had a Gun in her Bow, and all

the People on Board the Boats were Spaniards, and were armed with Cutlaffes, Piftols, and
Mufquets j that they took Pofleffion of faid Veffel in the Name of the King of Spain, and
made this Informant and the reft of the Crew Prifoners.

That on entering faid Sound in Manner aforefaid, he this Informant faw Two Spaniffi

Men of War lying there, one carrying 0.6 Guns, called The Princeffa, and the other 24
Guns, called The St. Carlos, with feveral Hundred Men on Board, and carrying the

Spanifli Flag.

That the Spaniards who had boarded faid Veffel as aforefaid, brought her to an Anchor
clofe to faid Frigates, and put the Captain and Crew of faid Veffel on Board faid Fri-

gates ; that they then took out of faid Veffel all the Furs and other Merchandize, and put

the fame aUb on Board faid Frigates, and then hoifted the Spaniih Flag on Board the Veffel

they had fo captured.

That the Spaniards entreated this Informant, and the reft of the Crew of faid Veffel, to

enter th'siul'.ives as Seamen on Board faid Frigates, which they all refufed to do; that faid

Spaniards then put the Crew of faid Veffel in Irons, and fed them with Horfe Beans and
Water, for the Space of about Three Weeks, and beat and otherwife ill treated feveral of
them.

And this Informant further fays, That he was informed that the Name of the Officer who
commanded faid Frigates is Stephen Jofcph Martinez j and he alio further fays, that if faid

Veffel could have continued longer in the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, from whence Ihe was
obliged to return to King George's Sound through Want of Provifions, or if flie had got a
Supply of Provifions at faid Sound, and gone back to the Archipelago (from which Ihe

was prevented by being Captured as aforefaid) he is well affured that they Ihould have col-

Icftcd a large Quantity of Furs, and other Merchandize, and that the Voyage would have
been very advantageous to the Parties interefted tiierein.

That foon after the Capture of faid Veffel as aforefaid, Hie was fitted out, and feht on a

trading Voyage, by faid Stephen Jofcph Martinez, manned with Spaniards, bearing the

Spaniih Flag, and having alfo on Board one David Coolidge, Mate of the Sloop Wafliington,

belonging to the 'tJnited States of America, which was then lying in faid Sound ; that in

the Month of July following, faid Veffel rcturne to faid Sound, having on Board a confider-

able Quantity of Otters Skins, which he this Informant faw taken out of faid Veffel, and put
on Board faid Frigates.

That on the 14th Day of the Month of June 1789, the Princefs Royal Merchant Ship, of

London, belonging to faid Mr. Meares and others, and commanded by Mr. William Hud-
fon, came into faid Sound with Britilh Colours flying, and Anchored near the faid Frigates

;

that faid Veffel Princefs Royal lay in faid Sound a few Days, and then failed (having firft

obtained
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