
INTRODUCTION.

T_ H E fuccefles of His Majefty*s fliijps in

having penetrated into the inmoil reccifes of
the South. Pacific Ocean, will appear from a,

recital of their various extenfive operations,

which have fettled the geography of fo conli-

derable a part of the globe.

The feveral lands mentioned to have been
difcovered by preceding navigators, whether
Spaniihor Dutch, have been diligently fought

atter ; and moft of thofe which appeared to be
of any confequenee, found out and viiSted ; and
every method put in pra&ice to corredk former
miftakes, and lupply the deficiencies.

Befides perfe&ing the difcoveries of theif

predecefTorSy our late navigators have added a
long catalogue of their own, to enrich geog^*
phical knowledge. By repeatedly traverfioe the
Pacific Ocean, fuch ample accounts have oeen
received of the different iilands and their inhabi-

tants, that, to make ufe of Captain Cook's own
words, we have left little mori to be done in thofe

farts^

Byron, Wallis, and Carteret, all contributed

towards increafing our knowledge of the iiles in

x!tit y^dfic Ocean, within the limits of the

foutheni tropic ; but liovv f.'r tha; oce :n rx^
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