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pluHtic. and 1 triist that aijiioii^ these we may tiiul t-hampioiiA, who will

4.'>iaiupioK our oaiir^e wortliily.

Perha|w I may Ik* luiidonecl for one more referent'e to the older, and'

«hall 1 say wiser IimuU of the ehiiwh. Their |M>sition prom-^ts my
sympathy rather than my condemnation. Melievinjr, as they do, in the

fatherlKMKl of <io«l, and tlie brotherhood of man. the demand to tax, and

to td.\ highly, u brother nnm coming t(» our fair Dominimi seems, to »ay

the least (>f it, unbrotherly. Perliaps stronjjer telius mi^ht be in order,

and from a sufterfieial ci>nsideration of the (U^timHiK niitflit bo perfectly

Justifiable. I ean rememlM'r the time wben I would have charaeterised

thiH agitation as almost a disgrace to our common humanity. But

dmtrines are nixt the criterion by which pruve nor-ial, indurttrial and

]N)]itical evils are «leci»led. Sentiment is not .ilways a safe guide. It i*

true that «'iivunistaii<-es alter and must alter chm»s. Theories Hometimes

work badly in jjractice. Certain ci>nditions demand the application of new

remedies. This is one of these pivuliar caM's w jiich upset the theories of

]i<)liticai wonomisits, an<l make it im|>o.ssibIe to carry out the tetu-hings

4>( c«'i tain noble dectrines. much as we woiiM like to do sa. We have »e<»n

the evil complained about. For seven years we have been face to face

Willi it. We have i-ome in c«>ntact with all its raiuitications, so that hav-

ing seen what we Imvc si'cn. we haven't the sliglitest hesitation in saying,

that a pnihihitory law would not only be gcMRl for JJritish Columbia,

bill would be g«K)d for the Chinese themselves.
.

. .

Let me now deal with a few |M>ints whi< h have Mome connection with

the Milijjvt in hand. Fii'st. the Cliinese are kindly treated in British

<'olumlmi. I make that statement, because some might imigine other-

wise. Small boys and dogs are their woivt enemie-t—especially the latter.

It is strange but true, every «big has a gniwl for a ChiiKiman. I can

give no explanation. You Uiust draw your own inferences. There have

been a few as.-».iults madeon our Celestial band but v«*ry few. They

4'njoy the same protection as any other uM'tiiber of the community, anil

an assault upon a Cliinaman would be nn)re sr\crely punislted than one

upon a. \\ hite man. They are, as a whole, spe ially favored. They are

permitted to ctMigregHte, to huddle t<»getlier, wlien white men would be

brought up and fined for violating the s^mitary laws of tlie City. Kveiy

church is oi)en to them.^ Kvery domination has s|M>cial clas.ses for them.

They are given secular and religious (nlucation often without money and

without price. To draw them more ^xKverfully, a great many young
ladies become their teachers. Ninety |H'r cent, of them iiiake fairly gooil

wages, but .loliu is like many Sm tciimeii—he won't pay if he can get 'Hit

of it. Xo dxiibt be is amazed betimes at his own self-importance, .is

niiinifc led by t!ie solicitude on tiie part of the chmches. and when he nees

them ,-<> eager to brinj,* himinto indtistriil cinijietition with his white

bioMier. he says it's a g{M)d joke, but let them
i
ay for it. Tiie kingdom

of money is of far .more importani'c to,lo)in than llie kingdom of Heaven.

Our jails are open to him, and judging from statistics, he o cupies far


