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from the coast, for Article IV. of the treaty contemplates

the possibility of these mountains being sometimes more
and sometimes less than ten marine leagues therefrom. It

is a natural fact that mountains from o,00(> to 5,000 feet

high l}'ing within five or six miles of the sea border the

coast throughout its entire length. When ib is borne in

mind that Vancouver had no knowledge of the interior

country, his observations having been made from his ships,

it does not seem unreasonable to suppose that the mountains
depicted on his charts are those seen from the sea as fringing

the coast line, to the serrated appearance of whose tops,

heightened by their irregularity of outline, the word ' crest

'

is peculiarly applicable. Canada holds these to be the
mountains of the treaty. She maintains that in delimiting

this boundary the summit ridge of each of these mountains
should be taken, and the valleys between crossed by straight

lines from crest to crest, whether they contain streams, rivers,

or such arms of the sea as do not form part of the ocean.

Thus, while Canada seeks to I'estrict her neighbour to a
narrow ship of sea coast, having an average breadth of

perhaps four or five miles, the United States claim an
extensive tract of country running back in some places

more than a hundred miles. In the presence of such widely
conflicting claims recourse is naturally had to the negotia-

tioiis which led up to the treaty of 1825. These negotiations

were carried on at the outset between Sir Charles Bagot,
British Ambassador at St. Petersburg, acting UDder instruc-

tions of George Canning, at that time Foreign Secretary,

and Count Nesselrode, then Eussian Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Subsequently Sir Charles Bagot was replaced by
Stratford Canning, by whom the treaty was concluded.

The correspondence between these statesmen contains

a good deal to support tlio British contention that the

boundarv follows the summit of the mountains nearest the

sea. Throughout the whole of their negotiations it is quite

clear that Russia's paramount desire was to px'oserve for her
establishments on the islands a monopoly of trade with the

coast Indians, and with that object in view she strove to

keep back the British by barring their access to the ocean.

Nothing could so effectually serve this purpose as a range
of mountains, and therefore we find Nesselrode at an early

stage of the proceedings suggesting that the line

' remontcroit lo long do ces montagncs parallelement aux airiuositos

de It '>te, jusqu'a la longitude du iJJl)"^ dojire (mcridien do Londros),

dpgro Jont la ligne de prolongation vers lo nord formeroit la limita

)


