
PREFACE

HE itory of a grett house hat rarely.

if ever, been lo divenified by the

accidents of Time, State, and Person,

as is that of the mansion at Chelsea built by
Sir Thomas More in 1520, and demolished

by Sir Hans Sloane in 1740. That so fiur

an inheritance should bu^ iwice during two
centuries have descended from father to son,

and should have changed owners no less than

thirteen times, is enough to make its history

worth inquiring into ; and curiosity grows

into fascination as we discover what sort of

people possessed it, and by what chances it

was tossed from one to the other.

Without including the Crown, the Parlia-

ment, and the younger Duke of Buckingham's

jcreditors, by whom it was seized on four

several occasions, its successive o rsrs were

as follows

Sir Thomas More.

The first and second Marquises of Win-
chester.
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