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WiiEX unwillingly the sanij roof

shelters two women ol' \ei'y opposite

teiiiperanients for any len<^tli of time,

one caji always feel the g-athering of an

inevitable rupture—a tenseness of at-

mosphere, as before a tliunder and

lightninf? storm; a sort of rolling up of

clouds— if you know what I mean;

silent at first, then a few warning mut-

terings ; and then, at last, rather to the

relief of everyone, comes the interview

in which thev sav what thev really think

of each other. Ever since Esmeralda's

entrance into our so-difFerent \\orld I

had felt this crisis impending— had

sensed its inevitability, while the, as I

may say, humidity increased. Just what

would stand revealed when the clouds

parted no one could foretell ; but at tea

time on the afternoon of the momentous
ride I saw that things were undoubtedly

comin i; to a head.
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