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We have a rather peculiar system _ofj

transportation to and from Prince Edward
Island. I do flot thlnk sucli an anomalous
systcm would be established if we liad to
establish it to-day. Lt grew up littie by
littie from the time of confedteraf ion.
The Railway Department owns and oper-
ates some 1,500 miles of railway on one
side of flie Straits, on the mainland and
some 270 miles on the other side on the
Island. The Marine and Fisheries De-
partment own and operate a f erry
service during the wintcr season, when the
service is most difficuit and least profitable.
The steam navigation company owns and
operates a ferry service during the summer
when if is least expensive and most profit-
able and docs the work wcll. Two depart-
mients of the goverament and a private
comipany are called la to do this work ; if
is a tripartite systcmn. If we were about
to establisli a system 1 arn sure thaf we
would flot adopt that plan to-day. No board
Of business men flavlng to control and
operate a railway on bofli sides of the
straits and having to maintain the ferry-
because that is ia the termis of confedera-
tion-would continue the present system
any longer than fhey coulti possibly avoid it.
If the Caniadian Pacific ltailway or the
Grand Trunk Railway or the Canadian
Nortlîerii were placed in such a position
anti had f0 maintala the ferry service ac-
cording fo their charter, 1 arn quite satis-
ficti that if they maintaincd and operafeti
it ln the winter, thcy would also mainftain
andi operate if ia ftie summer, and the rea-
sous5 which would ]ead a railway corpora-
tion to dIo that would certainly, in my judg-
ment, be sufficient to cause fthe governmcnt
to do if.

Another reason is that the Marine and
Fisherles Department Is not, and neyer wlll
be a carrying or transportation department;
thaf is flot ifs business. On the other band
fthe Railway Department was cstablishcd
for that very purpose, is prc-eminenfly a car-
rying cleparfment and is la a better position
f0, carry on thaf business than any other de-
partaient of the goverfiment service. If one
department of the government service main-
faaie andi operafcd this ferry service
flirougliout the year, if would simplify mat-
fers greatly. For instance, the captatins and
crews coulti be transfcrrcd immediafely
from one set of boafs f0 the other, there
would be no interregnum aiid no delay.
As if Is now the 'Marine Departmenf bas to
kcep ifs captains and princip)al officers on
handi while flic boafs of the Steam Navi-
gation Company are in service, la order f0
have themi when its hots resume, and fthe
Steam Navigation Company lias also f0
maintain its staff during the winfer. This
nccessarily means incrcased cosf w-hich the
couintry or the business men in flie end have
fo pa1Y.

Agaîn there Is the very serions dlsadvan-
tage that if is now practlcally Impossible la
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shipplug befwecn the malnland and Prince
Edward Island points f0 obtain flirougli bis
of ladlng from the point of orîgin f0 the
point 0f destination, and to0 know In advance
exacfly what flic freiglit will be. There are
nearly always more or less back charges
anti tbat flampers business and is vcry an-
noying. Again if is almost impossible la case
of loss or damage f0 goods la transit, f0 fix
reslionsibilify upon elther departmeat or
upon the company, as thcy fhrow the blame
one upon the oflier so, that business mca
wbo have had experience, havlng found if
nearly impossible f0 obtain redrcss, would
rather not take up a dlaim, unlcss if is a
large one, owing f0 flic difficulty and delay
in securing an adjustment. If one dcparf-
ment of flic government service hati charge
of thec wbole transportation sysfcm there,
fhls serions difficulty would be obviated andi
we would like f0 sec this under flic Railway
Deparfmeat.

Frcight rates arc mucli Liglier f0 andi
t'rom flic Island flan thcy are la oflier sec-
tions of flic country, somefîmes more thian
double, and under present conditions we
find if vcry difficuit f0 compete wifh more
favoureti shi-ppers. We feci thaf simply be-
cause wve are an Islandi wc should not lic
freafe in laflat ýway. We coatribute our
share fowards flic upbuilding 0f fthc trans-
portation facllfies of flic wholc counfry, f0-
wards fhe upbuilding of the greaf ocean
ports on fthe Atlantic andi on flic Pacifie and
yct whcn wc come f0 use these transporta-
ftion facîlifies and ports we have f0 pay
more than any other persons la fthc Do-
minion of Canada. As a maffer of facf flic
business in of fthc maritime provinces. of
New Brunswick andi Nova Scotia, who know
fthc conditions, whcn they have come f0-
geflier and considcred this maffer, have ex-
presscd as strong views on if as we do on fthc
island. Pcrhaps I coulti not do beffer flan
rend flic resoluf ion of flie maritime board
of trade, passed af ifs thirteenfli meeting la
fthc city of St. John lasf summer in regard
f0 this matter. As I have said, fliese are
mcn who know flic conditions cxactly and
wbo ccrfainly have no reason, beyoad the
desire f0 sec fair-play f0 ail Canadians, f0
express an opinion. The resolution is as
follows:

Whereas the trade of Prince Edward Is-
land lias been seriously liandicappeti for many
years past, owing f0 the difficulties of navi-
gation and flie excessive freighf rates de-
manded. by reasoa of fliree sliort-haul freiglif
rates betwreen points on Prince Edward Is-
lnnd and points on the mainland;

Andi whereas. the freiglit rates prevailing
to and fromn Prince Edward Islandi are alto-
gethler disproportionafe wifh those prevail-
ing f r:m Montreal easfward, as will be seen
from flic following:

From Monfreal f0 St. John, 9 cents 1,er 100
pountis, plus li cents for elevation; distance,
735 miles.

From Monfreal f0 Halifax, 9 cents por 100
pounds, plus li cents; distance, 832 miles.
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