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N1isàioni had niade a statemient endors-
ing thîe Central Tabernacle enterprise,
asking the B3oard for a grant of-or to
allowv an appeal for 'pecial funds Up to
-$25,ooo for that purpose. The re-
quest failed to elicit response. During
the year of the evangelistie superin-
tendency the two brethren visiting the
home churches appealed for funds ft-r
a large church in Azabu, another dis-
trict, in connection wvith twvo large
schools; the appeal for the Central
Mission was suspended. In the mean-
irne a thoughit wvhich had been long

in the mind of the writer took definite
shape in a "Self -Support Band," and as
the principle involved in that move-
mnent is-vital to the final argument of
this article, it miust be describeci some-
\vliat f ully. e

The studv of the possibilities in
Japan, the evident need for vastly more
work, and on a larger scale, than ,vas
being done by any mission or by the
comibination of the wvhole, led to a
stu(ly of methods for advance. A re-
vicw of the independent outbursts
froin denoniinational limitations in al
aces passed ini review, clown to the
Salvation Arrny, Bishop Taylor's wvork
in Inchia, South America and Africa,
andl the China Jnland M,\ission, Nvith a
multitude of snîaller sectional and per-
sonal attemipts. In every one of themi
lie saNv somle fatal defect wvhich pre-
vented them frorn being a miodel on
wbvli a work of permianent and satis-
factory helpfiulness nmight be intro-
dutced-into> Tapani. B3ut lie thoughit andl
thougght,-there surel y must be some
wav to introduce a needeci force that
wvould be helpful to ail and antagonize
none, and perhiaps open a way for
future deveiopments.

Knowing the advantage to be grained
froni the wV.ork of a Central Mission or

Christian Institute, centred in a nvide
Conception of the salvation of the

wh1ole min, strateg-aicalY placed anioflg

stiffents, lie 'vas very anxious to have
the Central Tabernacle erected, confi-
dent that wvhen once opened its resuits
wvould bringry gifts to sustain its opera-
tions. A decree had been passed by
the Governu-ient tlîat Englisli sIhould
be tauglît in ail Governument f-Iiools.
For sonie years the wvriter had noticed
the cail for Englishi teachers in vari-
ons schoo)ls, acadeinies, colleges, pri-
vate and public, offeriîîg salaries vary-
ing froi $20 to $200 per nîontli, and
the idea of a band of student volun-
teers, who should support thenselves,
out of wh'lose ranks any who sliowed
aptitude aiîd a cail iiight graduate in-
to, the regular nîissionary ranks, and
direct and indirect he.lpf ulness be given
by ail to any orgyanization within reach.
Thle plan nîiatured wvhen a number of
positions, withi salaries aggregating
$8,ooo per annuiîî as a commencement,
wvere put into his hands to supply wvitlî
teacliers. The plan wvas laid before
the Counicil of the japanese Mission,
presented bv thieni to the Board at
lîoie, approved of, and Dr. Williamis,
one of the General Superintendents,
wvas appoiiited as correspondent and
helper in the selection of mnen.

The appeal wvas then nipde to, college
gcraduates to, corne and takce these posi-
tions under two distîinct stipulationîs:
(i)~ Thev wvotl(l take the sclîools
assigned to thern, regardless ci the
size of salarv, as those whio wvere paid
niore thani the saiarv of a regular mis-
sionary ,,vould pay the excess into, a
central fund: andi those vhio, were paid
less would receive out of the central
fund wvlat wvas iîcedcd to supplement
tlîeir incomie. the balance wvas to be
usedi as the Band should direct; (c2)
tliey wvere to be nîiissioniaries to, the
fullest ex,,tenit of their powers and
opportunities. to learni the language,
etc.

The respoxise wvas surprising. It
wvas a mnatter of selecting a few frolm
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