Floricalture in Winnipeg.

The extent to which tho cultivation
of plants and flowers is carrled on In
Winnipeg is hardly imagined by many
who think that beeausd our climate
Is cold and our winters somewhat
long, vur citizens cannot indulgo their
love of flowers very much. Winnipeg

has made wonderful progress within |

a few yeara In lawn garden and street
lmprovements, In the lne of cultivat-
Ing shade trees, shrubbery, and out-
doar plants. A great many trees,
shrubs and perennial plants have been
found poerfectly hardy in our climate,
while thare Is no lagk of native wild
varfetleg of trees, shrubs, vines and
climbers, which are very suitable for
garden, lawn and street cultivation.

The fact that Winnipeg supports
sveral large greenhouses, Is an indi-
cation that  considerable business
must be doue In the flowoer and plant
line, The best known of these green-
houszs Is that of Richard Alston, lo-

cated right in the hoart of the eity. -

Mr. Algton has no less than 10,000

~

feet of glaws in his greenhouse. The
out given herewith show a view in
one of the seven compartments of his
greenhious> lhiere. Winter's ¢2id deces
not affect the wealth of bloom which
may here be szen at any time. On
the cokdest day in mid-winter a visit
to the greenlious? will disclose a per-
feet bewilderment of plant life, as the
visitor wouid go through the long
passages, surrounded on every sirle by
flowers innumerable, giving the im-
nregiion that ono had sudienly Leen
dronped down into a tropleal garden.

Mr. Alston has als> cstablished a
nursery at St. James, in the suburbs,
of the city. where he hag 8000 feet
of plawys for tho cultivation of plants,
and growing flower and garden szeds.
In. the s2ed line he I3 now working
inte a large trade. Such, useful varie-
tiey ax small fruits are cultivated at
his nursery, as well as vegetable seeds,
o> that tho Dusiness takes lu the
practical as well ag the ornamental
sido of the nursery business. He has
recently lgsued a very handsome il-
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lustrated catalogue deseriptivo of lhis
plants, sceds, eto.

The mechianical work of this hand-
somo ecatalogue wag all executed in
‘Winnlpeg, by the E. W. Rugg com-
pany, showing that it I8 not neces-
sary to send east for first-class work
of thig kind,

Lower Freight Rates to British
Columbia.

At a meeting of the Grain Exchange
Tuesday morning Secretary Bel, sub-
mitted the following report on the re-
sults of lus reccnt mission to Uttawa?

Gentlemen,—Having been directed
by you to procecd to Ottawa and such
othier castern citles as it mightu prove
necessary to visit in order vo repres-
ent the exchange in certaln matters,
I now beg to report as follows

T had Interviews with the minister
and commissioner of inland revenue,
and succeeded in having a bill prepur-
ed amending the act reguiating the

legal weight of grain. 35 that the
weight of a bushel o¢ flax seed shail
be 56 poands, which Is the commercial
welght, and on which quotations and
trangactions now actually made, in-
stead of 50 noungds as defined by the
act, as it now stands. Th2 minister
will introduce the bill himsaif. 7This
will remedy what has become a nuis-
ance to buyer and eailer alike,

In company with Mr. Bole, deiegate
of the Winnjpeg beard of trade, I
walted on  the Ion. My. Yaterson,
minister of customs, and afterwards,
at his request on the minister of fin-
ance, Hon. Mr. Fielding, Hon. Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright and Hont, Mr. DPater-
son. On the latter occasion, the fol-
lowing western members joined with
us, viz: Messrs. R. W, Jamieson, M.P.,
Dr. Rutherford, M. I; Dr. Douzlas, M.
P., and Frank Oliver, M. . The re-
quest of this exchange and the Win-
nipoz board of trade that the duty
on oats and catmeal should be ~qual-
Ized. wus presented and di:cussed, at
length by all present, tho minister ad-
mitting that an anomaly existed, and
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that a good cago wag made out by
the exchange and board. The financo
ministor stated that while he could
not give any decision before submit-
ting it to the house, the situation of
the ontmeal millers in  the western
part of Canada, would be fuily consid-
ered. The oplnion that some measure
of relief would be given was general
amongst the members constituting the
delegation,

I was lavored with several oppor-
tunitios to discuss the matter of fm-
provements for Fort William aaclior
with the Hon. Mr., Tarte, minister of
public works, On my way down to
Ottawa T had the advantage of dis-
cu-g ng thig subject with Mr. George
Graban, of Fort William, who has for
som?» years undertaken the work of
breakmyg the fee in the fall season at
that place, Mr. Graham suggested
to me  that mformation on several
points should be iaild before the min-
1ster, which proved to be of service.
I had i conjunction with Mr. Bole, a
conference with Mr. Coste, chiof en-
gincer ol the department. of publlic
works, and again on two occasions
with the mintster who promised that
attention would be given to the Je-
tatled requests of the exchange, and
that he would at once take up the
matter ol the improvaments, belng le-
sirous that factlitfes at Fort William
should meet the necess.t.es of the
trade. At his request, before leaving
Ottawa, 1 praced in writing  the
points urged by the exchange, and can
only report that the minister prom-
1sed action.

Under the Insuriciitung given vy the
exchange and board of trade acting
together, Mr. Bole and I had an in-
terview with Mr. Shaughnessy, vice-
president of the Canadian Pacific
railway comnany in Montreal on
the 18th of Feb., and urged that the
prevalling rates in ftour and milistuffs
from Manitoba noints to the Pacific
coast and Kootenay districts should
be at once rendered in order to en-
able our millers to compete for trade.
It was pointed out that each reduc-
tion made of late years and to bo
made¢ under the Crow’s Nest Pass rail-
way tended {5 make wheat more
costly in Manitoba, whieh increasecd
the cost of the flour to the millers and
othera told against them in the coast
trade when no reduction wag made In
the freight rates west bound., Tt was
algy urged that a very large quantity
of American flour from Oregon and
Washington had bheen imported into
British Columbia under chean ocean
freight rates  during  the previous
moutht and the  Maanitoba  wilers
coul.l not fairly chmpete for the trade
under such circumstances. AMr.
Shaughnessy and Mr. Bosworth dis-
cusse ! the situation with us very fully
and showed every cispo-ition to meect
the situation, and I have pleasurein
reportinx that after consultation with
Mr. Robt. Kerr, traffic manager, of
this city. that the M-ntreal oflicials
notiiel us that the ficur rates wereo
roduced to the extent of from 20 to
25 cents per barre!l from Winnipeg, and
tlie same group points, to Koostenay,
Vancouver and  Vietorin pointe.
Treixht tariffs have since been lrsueid
to the trade giving the lower rates
to the various points affccted.

Beveral matters of minor importance
relating to exchange business were
attended to in Toronto, Montreal and
Ottawa.

T beg to bring to the attention of
the exchange the assistaunce rendered
e a8 your delegate at Ottawa by
the Manitoba members, especially by
Mr. R. W. Jamiegon, M. P., our city
representative,



